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Writing is an art form that allows individuals to express their thoughts, emotions,

and experiences. Each writer brings a unique perspective to the craft, influenced
by their own personal background and experiences. In the realm of literature, one
individual who has made a significant impact is David Hare, a renowned

playwright and screenwriter known for his extraordinary collection of essays.

The Art of Writing Left-Handed
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David Hare's essays are not just a collection of literary works but a window into
his soul. He writes with a unique perspective, as he is left-handed. The act of
writing left-handed has a profound effect on his creative process, giving his

essays a distinctive tone and style that captivates readers.
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The left-handedness influences Hare's writing in various ways. It compels him to
think differently and approach topics from a fresh angle. This unique perspective
allows him to explore familiar themes in ways that were previously unexplored,

offering readers a fresh take on the world around them.

David Hare's Literary Journey

David Hare's journey as a writer began in his early years. Growing up left-handed
in a predominantly right-handed world, he faced challenges and obstacles that
shaped his perspective. These experiences provided a rich foundation for his

literary works.
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Throughout his career, Hare has written numerous thought-provoking plays, such
as "Skylight" and "Plenty," which explore complex themes like politics, love, and
societal issues. In his essays, he delves even deeper into these topics, offering

readers a detailed analysis of his thoughts and inspirations.
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Exploring the Essays

David Hare's collection of essays is a treasure trove of intellectual musings and

profound insights. The range of topics he covers is both diverse and
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comprehensive. From politics and culture to his personal experiences, Hare

offers readers a glimpse into his soul.

One of his most influential essays, "Writing Left Handed," examines the impact of
handedness on the creative process. In this piece, Hare reflects on how being

left-handed has shaped his writing style and led him to develop his unique voice.
The Power of Left-Handed Writing in Creating Social Change

Hare's essays go beyond personal introspection. He uses his talent for writing
left-handed to incite social change and challenge conventional norms. Through
his thought-provoking narratives and powerful arguments, he encourages readers
to question societal structures and strive for a more compassionate and just

world.

In his essay "Revolutionary Whispers: Writing Left Handed for Change," Hare
explores how writing from a different perspective can revolutionize society. He
discusses his own experiences of being a left-handed writer in a right-dominated

literary world and encourages others to embrace their uniqueness.
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"Murmuring Judges" by David Hare

*Murmuring Judges”® Is a story of a young family man *Cerard McKinnon® who has turned to crime to survive, but
has been caught and convicted.

The Play revolves around the roles the police, judicial system and prisons play In his life at this time as well as
showing us some of the inner working of these institutions and the politics that goes on within them.The writer
presents some valid criticiems against how the criminal justice system works. Through a combination of characters
on stage "David Hare® roveals how brittle the Judicial system is and how It relles on prisons to feed the system so
that the profession can be pald. "Gerard™ particularly points this out, what the judges do at works has no effect on
them bt can change one person's life in an Instant.

It shows that sometimes Innocent people can be imprisoned for years, for 4 crime that they did not
commiLCERRARD: "These men, eviry one of them siiver haired, judicious, informed, they will go home to their
wives, to wine in fine glaszes and the gossip of the bar, they will walk the streets and complain about thelir lives, and
Land L

SThe writer shows the [ack of empathy shown from the barristers and lawyers and in this instance, prejudice
because of this person's heritage. Gerard is imprisoned because ha's young, Irish ana didnt want his family 1o
$tarve . CERRARD: "One big wave and I'm gone. Every week | jJust survive and nd more.

Then Barbara was pregnant again. | was asked to do this job; | thought okay, Just the once. What every one needs is
a lump of money. And the waves will be up to my chest."The Police are shown to be very over worked and under
pald, being pressured into achieving the targets set for them and looking good to the pubiic.

JIMMY: “Some pen -puther comes down from upstalrs and, says, look, the local press are on to us, we need a nice
clear up graph.David Hare portrays the prison itsolf as a Victorian, out of date institution In which the prisoners have
to share celis with two or sometimes three other convicts.The writer shows the over crowding state the prisons are
In using very clear language,GCERRARD: “Thay took me to Pentonville. But then It turned out there Wasn't any room.

*BECKETT: "There’s no room here, we've put you on D-wing. We shouldn really. It's for lifers. But it's that or sleeping
in the chapel®l found the fernale characters in the play "Irina” and “Sandra” to have very polgnant roles. David Hare
has used these characters to show the sympathetic, compassionate side of the law.

“Sandra” who is a police officer is having a relationship with “Barry™ who Is "Cerard’s” arresting officer, She strongly
suspects that something underhandAccess English StudiesUnit & bProse-Modern PlayEmma Marshallhas taken
place during the arrest and voices her opinlons 1o him. She bellewes that “Cerard” was new Into crime and can not
understand why, a5 his first offence he recelves such a long sentence. She thinks of “Gera

The Legacy of David Hare's Essays

David Hare's collected essays stand as a testament to the power of writing and
the importance of embracing one's unique perspective. They inspire aspiring
writers to find their own voice and utilize their personal experiences to influence

the literary landscape.
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In an era where conformity often dominates, Hare's essays offer a refreshing
alternative. They prompt readers to challenge their own assumptions and view
the world from a different lens. By doing so, they encourage empathy and

understanding among individuals of diverse backgrounds.

David Hare's collection of essays is a thought-provoking journey into the mind of
a talented left-handed writer. His unique perspective and powerful storytelling
inspire readers to reflect on their own lives and the world around them. Through
his essays, Hare challenges societal norms, incites social change, and leaves a
lasting impact on both literature and the reader. The legacy of his work reminds

us of the importance of embracing our uniqueness, both in writing and in life.
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The leading British writer-director of his generation, David Hare is also one of the
most productive. The last two years have seen the outstanding success of two
stage plays, The Secret Rapture and Racing Demon, and the release of two

films, Paris by Night and Strapless.
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The pieces collected here, written left-handed, form both a concealed

professional autobiography and a lucid commentary on his work.
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