
Why Having Greater Impact is Essential for
Success
In today's fast-paced and competitive world, everyone wants to make a difference
and leave a lasting impact on the people around them. Whether it's in business,
personal relationships, or community activities, having a greater impact is
essential for success. But what does it really mean to have a greater impact? And
how can you achieve it? In this article, we will explore the meaning of impact and
why it matters, as well as provide practical tips on how to have a greater impact in
your own life.

The Power of Impact

Impact is the ability to create change, influence others, and leave a mark on the
world. It is about making a positive difference and touching the lives of those
around you. Impact is not limited to any specific field or area of expertise – it can
be achieved in any aspect of life. Whether you are a business leader, a teacher, a
parent, or a student, your words, actions, and choices have the power to impact
others.

Having a greater impact is essential for success because it allows you to stand
out from the crowd. In a world full of noise and distractions, making a lasting
impression is becoming increasingly challenging. By having a greater impact, you
can distinguish yourself and leave a lasting imprint on the lives of others. This can
lead to various opportunities, whether it's advancing in your career, building
meaningful relationships, or creating positive change in your community.
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How to Have a Greater Impact

Now that we understand the importance of having a greater impact, let's explore
some practical strategies to achieve it in different areas of life.

In Business

In business, having a greater impact can mean being a transformational leader
who inspires and motivates employees, creating innovative products or services
that solve real problems, or implementing sustainable business practices that
benefit both the company and the environment. To have a greater impact in the
business world, focus on building strong relationships, continuously learning and
growing, and always striving for excellence.

In Personal Relationships

In personal relationships, having a greater impact can mean being a supportive
friend, a loving partner, or a caring family member. It is about being fully present,
actively listening, and showing genuine care and empathy. To have a greater
impact in your personal relationships, strive to cultivate strong connections,
communicate effectively, and always prioritize the well-being and happiness of
others.
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In Community Activities

In community activities, having a greater impact can mean volunteering your time
and skills to help those in need, advocating for social justice and equality, or
organizing events that bring people together. To have a greater impact in your
community, seek opportunities to give back, engage in meaningful dialogue and
collaboration, and take the initiative to create positive change.

The Importance of Self-Reflection

Having a greater impact requires self-reflection and continuous personal
development. It is important to regularly evaluate your actions, choices, and their
consequences. Ask yourself: How am I currently impacting those around me? Am
I being intentional with my words and actions? What changes can I make to have
a greater positive impact?

Self-reflection also involves recognizing and leveraging your unique strengths,
talents, and passions. By understanding what motivates and inspires you, you
can channel your energy into areas where you can have the greatest impact. It is
about aligning your actions with your values and purpose to create a meaningful
and fulfilling life.

Having a greater impact is not just about achieving personal success; it is about
making a difference in the lives of others and leaving a positive mark on the
world. By understanding the power of impact and following the strategies
discussed in this article, you can elevate your impact and create lasting change.
Remember, it is not the amount of impact that matters; it is the quality and depth
of the impact that truly counts.
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For over 20 years, Duke Okes has spoken and published articles on internal
auditing, and trained an estimated 2,000 internal quality auditors. This insightful
book is intended for those who understand the basics and are looking for ideas
for how to improve what their organization gets out of the internal quality audit
process.

It is broken into three parts. Section 1 is a summary of the basic quality audit and
intentionally does not include things such as training of auditors, basic auditor
competencies, and so on. However, it does look at some of the more recent
changes in the audit process driven by changes in standards, technology, and
globalism. Section 2 includes several concepts and methods that organizations
can choose to use if they want to make their quality audits more robust from a
standpoint of achieving the intended purpose. Section 3 then intentionally pushes
back from the standard perspective of auditing as a technical process for control
and looks at softer issues that an audit program might leverage. It also tries to
project a bit into the future as to how the audit role/process might change.

Appendices include example audit situations to spur discussion, a SIPOC form
for audit planning, and examples of quality risk management audit questions.
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