
What Ever Happened To The Railway Children
Do you remember the enchanting story of "The Railway Children"? The
heartwarming tale written by Edith Nesbit that has captured the imagination of
readers for over a century. This enduring classic has resonated with generations,
but have you ever wondered what happened to Roberta, Phyllis, and Peter after
the events in the book concluded? In this article, we will explore the lives of these
beloved characters and uncover what they went on to achieve.

Roberta (Bobbie) Waterbury

Roberta, the eldest of the Waterbury siblings, showed great determination and
resourcefulness throughout the story. Her passion for justice and her compassion
for others were evident in her relentless efforts to help others and uncover the
truth about their father's wrongful imprisonment.

After the dramatic events of "The Railway Children," Roberta's brave and resilient
spirit continued to shape her future. She became a successful lawyer,
specializing in cases of social injustice and wrongful convictions. Roberta was
determined to make a real difference in the world and fight for those who had
been unjustly treated, just as she fought for her father's freedom.
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Roberta's commitment to justice extended beyond her professional life. She
actively supported various charities and organizations that championed causes
like children's rights, gender equality, and access to education. Her efforts earned
her recognition and respect within the legal community and society at large.

Phyllis Waterbury

Phyllis, known for her kindness and curiosity, played a vital role in unraveling the
mystery surrounding their father's disappearance. Her tender-hearted nature and
ability to empathize with others endeared her to readers.

Following the events in the book, Phyllis channeled her passion for helping others
into a successful career as a humanitarian aid worker. She traveled to various
countries, providing assistance to communities affected by natural disasters,
conflict, and poverty.

Phyllis dedicated her life to making a meaningful impact. She worked tirelessly,
providing vital resources, setting up schools and healthcare facilities, and
empowering marginalized communities. Her unwavering determination to bring
hope and support to those in need truly embodied the spirit of "The Railway
Children."

Peter Waterbury

Peter, the mischievous and courageous middle sibling, always had a knack for
getting into adventures. His growth throughout the story was evident as he
transformed from a young boy into a responsible and mature individual.
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After the events chronicled in "The Railway Children," Peter pursued his passion
for engineering. Inspired by their father's career as a civil engineer, Peter sought
to carry on his legacy. He attended a prestigious engineering school and
graduated with honors.

Peter's talent for innovation and problem-solving landed him a position at a
renowned engineering firm. He worked on groundbreaking projects, specializing
in environmentally friendly solutions and sustainable urban development. His
commitment to creating a better world resonated with his character's growth and
values portrayed in the book.

Their Reunion

Several years after their childhood adventures, Roberta, Phyllis, and Peter
reunited for a special occasion. The success they achieved individually paled in
comparison to the joy they shared when they unveiled the "Waterbury Railway
Children Foundation."

This foundation's primary focus was to support and empower underprivileged
children worldwide. The siblings recognized the importance of providing
opportunities and promoting education as a way to break the cycle of poverty.

The foundation funded scholarships, built schools and libraries, and provided
mentorship programs to children who lacked access to quality education. The
Waterbury siblings were determined to give back and help others, just as they
were assisted by their loving community in their time of need.

The enchanting tale of "The Railway Children" not only left a lasting impression
on readers but also shaped the lives of its characters. Roberta, Phyllis, and Peter
went on to make significant contributions in their respective fields while never
forgetting the lessons they learned during their eventful childhood adventures.



Their unwavering dedication to justice, compassion, and making a positive impact
has inspired many, proving that the spirit of "The Railway Children" lives on. Their
reunion and the establishment of the Waterbury Railway Children Foundation
symbolize their enduring bond and commitment to creating a better world for
future generations.
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“I chose to alter the original story of somewhat to make it not just The Railway
Children adapted for the stage, but a new original musical – yes based on the
familiar story – but, hopefully, enriched with new and interesting elements. What
kind of life would Mother have had in that situation forced upon her; and how
would she have coped with Father’s absence not knowing at all how he had been
accused of spying and sent to prison?

Edith Nesbit does not provide much information about that. The book focuses
almost entirely on the children, leaving questions about Mother – the adult
questions – out of the picture.”
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“Was I entitled to change the E. Nesbit story? Well Shakespeare did it all the
time” – Alad Skinner

Romance and hardship enter into the life of a middle-class family when it
unexpectedly has to leave its comfortable London home to live in a simple village
house. The children have to adapt to the rigours of attending a school.

They prevent a railway accident, help a Russian émigré and are teased by local
children. The local GP, the school teacher and the son of the stationmaster are
important characters. Bobbie the elder daughter and her mother are drawn into
romantic relationships. How they manage to deal with this is a new element
added to the original charming story.

Alad Skinner is a playwright who also writes songs and plays jazz piano. He has
recently rewritten a musical that he and Joseph McGinley created as young
lecturers at an Edinburgh Drama School. Then the title was “Living in the
Country”. But now Alad has decided to add new scenes and songs, change the
ending, and give it a new title, “What Ever Happened to the Railway Children.”

“Joe is, alas, no longer with us”, says Alad, “but I think he would have approved of
the changes I made. I dedicate this to him.”
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