
Vivir Bien: An Alternative to Neoliberal
Globalization

In recent years, alternative approaches to development and globalization have
gained traction, challenging the dominant neoliberal paradigm. One such
approach is “Vivir Bien,” a concept originating from indigenous communities in
Latin America. Vivir Bien, which translates to "living well," is a holistic philosophy
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emphasizing harmony with nature, community well-being, and the preservation of
traditional knowledge and practices. This article explores Vivir Bien as an
alternative to neoliberal globalization, examining its principles, benefits, and
potential for transformative change.

The Roots of Vivir Bien

Vivir Bien is deeply rooted in indigenous cosmologies and knowledge systems
that prioritize the interconnectedness of humans and nature. It challenges the
individualistic and profit-centric logic of neoliberal globalization, which has led to
social inequality, environmental degradation, and the erosion of cultural diversity.
Indigenous communities, with their centuries-old sustainable practices, have
become the torchbearers of this alternative paradigm.
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The Principles of Vivir Bien

At the core of Vivir Bien are principles that promote environmental sustainability,
social justice, and collective well-being. It advocates for a shift from the
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exploitative and extractive economic model towards one that respects and
nurtures the natural world. It emphasizes the importance of community
collaboration, inclusion, and the recognition of diverse knowledge systems. Vivir
Bien values cultural diversity, as it recognizes the wealth of wisdom embedded in
indigenous traditions and practices.

Vivir Bien in Practice

Vivir Bien is not just a theoretical concept; it is being put into practice in various
ways. Indigenous communities are reclaiming their traditional territories, asserting
their rights, and reviving their cultural practices. They are implementing
sustainable agriculture techniques, prioritizing food sovereignty, and generating
alternative income streams through eco-tourism and artisanal crafts. In Bolivia,
Vivir Bien has been enshrined as a guiding principle in the country's constitution,
creating space for indigenous voices and perspectives to shape public policies.

The Benefits of Vivir Bien

Advocates of Vivir Bien argue that it offers several benefits compared to the
neoliberal globalization model. By honoring the environment and promoting
sustainable practices, Vivir Bien mitigates climate change and protects
biodiversity. It fosters inclusive and participatory decision-making processes,
empowering marginalized communities and reducing social inequalities. Vivir
Bien also encourages cultural preservation, allowing for the transmission of
ancestral knowledge to future generations. Furthermore, it promotes holistic well-
being by valuing spiritual, emotional, and mental aspects of human life, moving
beyond materialistic pursuits.

The Challenges and Criticisms

Like any alternative approach, Vivir Bien faces challenges and criticisms. Critics
argue that it may not be easily replicable in urban contexts or for societies heavily



dependent on global trade. There are concerns about the tension between
traditional indigenous practices and modern realities. Some see Vivir Bien as a
romanticized vision that fails to address economic complexities and global power
dynamics. Implementing Vivir Bien requires navigating political obstacles and
tackling vested interests entrenched in the current neoliberal system. However,
proponents believe that these challenges can be overcome through dialogue,
collaboration, and collective action.

The Potential for Transformative Change

Despite the challenges, Vivir Bien holds the potential for transformative change.
As indigenous movements gain visibility and recognition, their philosophies and
practices are attracting attention globally. Vivir Bien offers an alternative
framework for reimagining development that prioritizes well-being and
sustainability over economic growth at all costs. It challenges mainstream
narratives and invites critical reflection on the flaws of neoliberal globalization. By
embracing Vivir Bien, societies can begin to question the dominant paradigm and
explore alternative paths towards a more just, inclusive, and environmentally
sustainable future.

Vivir Bien presents an alternative vision to neoliberal globalization rooted in
indigenous philosophies and practices. By centering harmony with nature,
community well-being, and cultural diversity, Vivir Bien offers a transformative
approach for development that challenges the prevailing economic model. While
it faces challenges and criticisms, the potential for positive change lies in its
ability to inspire collective action, shift power dynamics, and shape policies that
prioritize holistic well-being and environmental sustainability. Vivir Bien invites us
to question the status quo and explore alternative futures in our collective pursuit
of a better world.
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Presenting an ethnographic account of the emergence and application of critical
political alternatives in the Global South, this book analyses the opportunities and
challenges of decolonizing and transforming a modern, hierarchical and globally-
immersed nation-state on the basis of indigenous terminologies.

Alternative development paradigms that represent values including justice,
pluralism, democracy and a sustainable relationship to nature tend to emerge in
response to – and often opposed to – the neoliberal globalization. Through a
focus on the empirical case of the notion of Vivir Bien (‘Living Well’) as a critical
cultural and ecological paradigm, Ranta demonstrates how indigeneity –
indigenous peoples’ discourses, cultural ideas and worldviews – has become
such a denominator in the construction of local political and policy alternatives.
More widely, the author seeks to map conditions for, and the challenges of,
radical political projects that aim to counteract neoliberal globalization and
Western hegemony in defining development.
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This book will appeal to critical academic scholars, development practitioners and
social activists aiming to come to grips with the complexity of processes of
progressive social change in our contemporary global world.
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