
Unveiling the Heroic US Navy Skyraider Units
of the Vietnam War Combat Aircraft
In the tumultuous years of the Vietnam War, one aircraft soared above the rest,
steadfastly supporting ground troops and striking fear into the hearts of the
enemy. This aircraft, known as the Skyraider, became the backbone of the US
Navy's combat fleet, demonstrating unparalleled versatility and resilience. In this
article, we dive deep into the heroic actions of the Skyraider units and their
undeniable contribution to the Vietnam War.

The Beginning of an Era

The Boeing AD/A-1 Skyraider, known affectionately as the "Spad," was
introduced into the US Navy's arsenal in the late 1940s. Initially designed for
World War II, the Skyraider would go on to play a vital role in the Vietnam War,
proving its incredible adaptability as a ground-attack aircraft.

As the conflict in Vietnam escalated, the US Navy quickly realized the need for a
versatile aircraft capable of providing close air support to ground troops. The
Skyraider fit this role perfectly, boasting a heavy payload capacity, long loiter time,
and the ability to operate in various weather conditions.
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The Courageous Units

The Vietnam War saw several Skyraider units, each with its own storied history
and courageous combat actions. Among these units, two stood out: the VA-25
"Fist of the Fleet" and the VA-176 "Thunderbolts."

VA-25 "Fist of the Fleet"

The VA-25 was assigned to the aircraft carrier USS Midway and quickly gained a
reputation for their exceptional performance in combat. Their Skyraiders were
adorned with the iconic "Fist of the Fleet" emblem, symbolizing their relentless
fighting prowess.

One of their most significant missions came on October 26, 1966, during
Operation Rolling Thunder. The VA-25, led by Lieutenant Commander Everett
Alvarez Jr., conducted a strike on the Chanh Hoa Bridge. Despite facing intense
anti-aircraft fire, they successfully destroyed the bridge, disrupting crucial enemy
supply lines and earning Alvarez the distinction of being the first American pilot
shot down and captured in Vietnam.

Throughout the war, the VA-25 flew countless sorties, earning accolades and
commendations for their bravery and precision. Their contribution to the Vietnam
War effort will forever be treasured.

VA-176 "Thunderbolts"

The VA-176, also known as the "Thunderbolts," operated from the aircraft carrier
USS Intrepid and left an indelible mark on the Vietnam War. Like their comrades
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in VA-25, they faced relentless enemy fire and executed daring missions with
exceptional skill.

One of their most notable actions was the infamous USS Pueblo incident. In
January 1968, the North Korean navy captured the USS Pueblo intelligence
vessel, provoking international outrage. In response, the VA-176, alongside other
carrier aircraft, executed a show of force, flying over the USS Pueblo in a
powerful display of solidarity.

Throughout the Vietnam War, the VA-176 participated in an array of missions,
from close air support to search and rescue operations. Their dedication and
heroism never wavered, making them a force to be reckoned with.

The Legacy Lives On

The US Navy Skyraider units of the Vietnam War embodied heroism and
resilience in the face of adversity. Their contribution to the war effort cannot be
overstated, as their relentless strikes and unwavering support gave ground troops
the confidence they needed to carry out their missions.

Today, the Skyraider stands as a symbol of the bravery exhibited by the men who
flew these remarkable aircraft. Its legacy lives on in museums and war
memorials, honoring the sacrifices of the pilots and ground crews who served in
these units.

, the US Navy Skyraider units' actions during the Vietnam War represent the
pinnacle of courage and determination. These men faced unimaginable
challenges and emerged victorious, leaving an enduring mark on the pages of
history.
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Nicknamed the 'flying dump truck', the A-1 was a key component in naval air
wings from the end of World War II into the 1960s, allowing the aircraft to play its
part in the escalating conflict in Vietnam. Both A-1 attack and EA-1F airborne
early warning aircraft saw action in Southeast Asia from 1960 through 1969,
when the last examples were finally retired from carrier decks. The A-1s in
particular bombed targets in both North and South Vietnam, despite the aircraft
being highly vulnerable to enemy flak and fighters. Co-written by a two-tour
Vietnam War combat veteran in the A-1, this is the first book that focuses
exclusively on the aircraft's service in Vietnam.
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