
Unlocking the Wonders of St Peter Basilica
and St Peter Square
Are you craving a breathtaking journey through time, filled with awe-inspiring art,
rich history, and spiritual significance? Look no further than St Peter Basilica and
St Peter Square in Vatican City, home to some of the most magnificent
architectural masterpieces and sacred relics in the world. In this article, we will
guide you through an incredible adventure in 2012, offering travel-smart tips and
insider recommendations on how to make the most of your visit to this iconic
destination in just a few hours.

The Marvel of St Peter Basilica

Rising majestically from the heart of Vatican City, St Peter Basilica stands as a
testament to human ingenuity and faith. Its stunning architecture, crafted by some
of history's finest minds, will leave you utterly captivated. As you approach the
basilica, allow yourself to be dazzled by the golden glow emanating from its
colossal exterior. The intricate details adorning the façade are a testament to the
Renaissance mastery of Michelangelo and other renowned artists.

Venturing inside St Peter Basilica is like stepping into a different realm. Prepare
to be overwhelmed by the sheer opulence and grandeur that greet you at every
turn. Marvel at Michelangelo's breathtaking masterpiece, the Pietà, a stunning
sculpture depicting the sorrowful Virgin Mary cradling the lifeless body of Jesus.
Admire the captivating beauty of Bernini's Baldacchino, a towering bronze canopy
ensconcing the papal altar. Let your eyes wander up towards the resplendent
dome, designed by Michelangelo and completed by Giacomo della Porta, offering
a panoramic view of celestial splendor.
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The Splendor of St Peter Square

Adjacent to St Peter Basilica lies St Peter Square, a grand piazza steeped in
history and religious symbolism. Designed by Gian Lorenzo Bernini in the 17th
century, this expansive square serves as the centerpiece of Vatican City and its
Papal ceremonies. As you enter the square, your gaze will be drawn to the
imposing obelisk at the center, an ancient Egyptian marvel brought to Rome
during the reign of Emperor Caligula.

Surrounding the obelisk, you will find four magnificent statues representing the
four major apostles: St Peter, St Paul, St Andrew, and St James. These statues
stand as guardians to the entrance of the Vatican, symbolizing the unbreakable
bond between the Church and its founding apostles. Take a moment to
appreciate the significance of these figures and the incredible legacy they
represent.
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Flanking St Peter Square are two collonades, consisting of 284 columns and 88
pilasters, creating a visually stunning effect and embracing visitors as they
approach the basilica. These colonnades were ingeniously designed by Bernini to
provide shelter and a welcoming embrace, symbolizing the open arms of the
Church, ready to receive devotees from all corners of the world.

Traveling Smart and On

Now that you're ready to embark on this unforgettable journey, let's delve into
some travel-smart tips to ensure a seamless exploration of St Peter Basilica and
St Peter Square in just a few hours:

1. Plan Ahead: Research the opening hours and consider visiting early in the
morning to avoid long queues.

2. Dress Appropriately: As a place of worship, St Peter Basilica requires
modest attire. Avoid sleeveless tops, shorts, or miniskirts.

3. Take Advantage of Guided Tours: Opt for a guided tour to make the most
of your limited time. Expert guides will provide fascinating insights and
ensure you don't miss any hidden gems.

4. Familiarize Yourself with the Layout: Before your visit, familiarize yourself
with a map of the basilica and square. This will help you navigate the
vastness and make the most efficient use of your time.

5. Embrace the Spirituality: Take in the serene aura and allow yourself to be
immersed in the spiritual significance of these holy sites. Remember to be
respectful of the devotees and silence your phone during your visit.

6. Savor the Moment: Pause at regular intervals to absorb the beauty and
grandeur surrounding you. Take photographs, but also take the time to



appreciate the opulence that generations of artists and craftsmen have
poured into these sacred spaces.

Your adventure through St Peter Basilica and St Peter Square promises to be a
sensory and spiritual journey like no other. With a few hours to spare, you will
have the opportunity to witness masterpieces that have withstood the test of time,
while immersing yourself in a rich tapestry of faith, history, and culture. By
following our travel-smart tips, you will maximize your experience, ensuring a
seamless exploration of these remarkable landmarks. Get ready to unlock the
wonders of St Peter Basilica and St Peter Square, and let your soul be touched
by the divine.
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St. Peter's Basilica and St. Peter’s Square in few hours, by Goran Rodin is the
cheapest, most extensive and great value source of information.
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Except basic information about St. Peter's Basilica and St. Peter’s Square, book
gives exact route on how to reach Basilica and Vatican from the Railway Station.

Here is shortened 3000 years of history of Rome, Vatican and Vatican City with
photos of the greatest monuments which are easy to recognize when in Rome.

Given timeline from Roman Kingdom and Roman Republic to the Roman Empire,
Middle Ages and Modern days, made history of Rome – a piece of cake.

Follow guided tour of Basilica and visit:
1.The Holy Door – Porta Santa
2.Michelangelo’s Pieta
3.Chapel of St. Sebastian and Tomb of John Paul II
4.The Blessed Sacrament Chapel
5.The Bronze Statue of St. Peter Enthroned
6.The Altar with Bernini's Baldacchino
7.Area of the Confession and Tomb of St. Peter
8.The Dome
9.Cathedra Petri
10.Monument to Alexander VII
11.Altar of St. Joseph
12.Main Sacristy
13.Saint Peter's Treasury – The Treasury Museum
14.The Monument of Pius VII
15.The Altar of Transfiguration
16.Chapel of the Choir – Altar of Immaculate Conception
17.Pier and Statue of St. Longinus and entrance to the Vatican Grottoes
18.The Vatican Grottoes



19.Inscriptions on the Basilica Floor
20.Visit to the Dome

For only 1.99$ great heritage is on your fingertips.

St. Peter’s Basilica is great and truly big monument, the most important catholic
ornament on the earth.

Good thing is that there is no entrance fee to the Basilica, but entrance queues
are a big headache.

The only advice from my side is to get early to the Square and be in-between the
first ones to visit Basilica. If you have intention visiting the Dome, visit the Dome
first. As you’ll enter to the sight turn right in front of Basilica and you will be able to
buy the tickets and get to the roof and the Dome without queuing; after that visit
Basilica, and the last would be the visit to Papal Tombs.

Visit to the Dome is 7,00 Euros and you cannot buy the tickets in advance. In the
morning line is short and there is no need to wait more than 5 minutes. Later,
during the day, waiting time climes to 30-60 minutes.
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