Unearthing the Explosive Era of Acid House
Rave in the UK

The 1980s marked a transformative period for the youth culture in the United
Kingdom. Out of the underground basements and abandoned warehouses
emerged a music movement that would forever change the landscape of clubbing
— Acid House Rave. Fuelled by pulsating beats, mind-altering substances, and a
spirit of rebellion, this explosion of electronic music, dance, and art reshaped
definitions of fun, unity, and freedom. Let's delve into this revolutionary era that

continues to inspire generations.

The Birth of Acid House

Acid House, an evolution of Chicago House, emerged in the UK during the mid-
1980s. Drawing influence from genres like disco, soul, and funk, it introduced the
distinctive sounds of the Roland TB-303 synthesizer, famously producing that
"squelchy" and psychedelic effect, which captured the imaginations of partygoers.
The advent of affordable electronic instruments allowed enterprising musicians to

create eclectic sounds naturally suited to the emerging rave culture.

From Underground to Mainstream

The raves initially took place in unconventional locations, transforming derelict
warehouses, fields, and even boats into atmospheric party venues. Stealthily
organized to evade authorities, these all-night parties soon gained immense
popularity, attracting thousands of young people seeking an alternate reality away
from the constraints of everyday life. The sense of community, fueled by shared
experiences and a common love for music, united people from all walks of life,

embracing diversity and diminishing social boundaries.
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Technological Innovations and the Club Scene

Acid House Rave was at the forefront of technological advancement. DJs and
electronic music producers pioneered new techniques, utilizing samplers, drum
machines, and record decks to create euphoria-inducing mixes. The sounds of
House music blended seamlessly with strobe lighting, lasers, and psychedelic
visuals, creating an immersive experience that transported clubbers to
otherworldly realms. These innovations paved the way for the development of

what we now know as the modern DJ culture.

Growing Opposition and Criminalization

The increasing popularity of Acid House Rave did not go unnoticed by authorities.
Concerns over drug abuse and the mass gatherings led the government to
impose stricter regulations. By the late 1980s, the UK Parliament passed the
"Criminal Justice and Public Order Act," effectively criminalizing outdoor raves

and imposing restrictions on the use of repetitive beats. However, these
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restrictions only served to intensify the countercultural movements and ignite a
new wave of resistance against the establishment, further driving the Acid House

Rave scene into the underground.

The Legacy of Acid House Rave

Despite its legal setbacks, Acid House Rave left an indelible mark on the UK's
cultural fabric. Its influence can still be felt in today's electronic music, fashion,
and club scenes. The subcultures and communities it fostered allowed for
creative expressions to flourish, giving rise to renowned DJs, artists, and
designers. The exuberant spirit of the Acid House Rave era continues to resonate

with those seeking liberation and uninhibited self-expression.

The Revival: Acid House Rave Celebrations

In recent years, there has been a revival of Acid House Rave across the UK, with
organized events celebrating the era's musical legacy. DJs, both veterans, and
newcomers, spin nostalgic tracks, capturing the essence of the original
movement. These gatherings, held in legal venues, allow an intergenerational
audience to experience the euphoria and togetherness that once defined the Acid

House Rave culture.

Acid House Rave in the UK during the 1980s and 1990s ushered in an era of
musical revolution and countercultural defiance. Its impact on the UK club scene
and the broader cultural landscape cannot be overstated. Today, the legacy of
Acid House Rave lives on, serving as a reminder of the power of music to bring
people together and challenge societal norms. Whether reminiscing the past or
experiencing a modern revival, the unique sounds of Acid House Rave provide a
time capsule of liberation and unforgettable moments, intertwined with the

essence of a bygone era.
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'Adventures In Wonderland is the ultimate, definitive account of the scene.
Precise factually and perfectly articulated, it transports the reader to that unique,
life-changing period. Sheryl Garratt was there, reporting from the core energy of

the scene that we collectively created.' - Danny Rampling
‘The book about rave culture that you can't afford not to read.' - The Face

The definitive history of the acid house explosion and its reverberations across
popular culture, Adventures In Wonderland has been out of print for more than 20

years. This new edition has been updated slightly, with a new and final chapter.

Former editor of The Face and one of the few journalists writing about clubs in
any detail in the 1980s, Sheryl Garratt weaves her own experiences in with

hundreds of exclusive interviews with everyone involved.

She talks about Ibizan clubs and the Wigan Casino, the key role of reggae and

soul sound systems, and the one-nighters and illegal warehouse parties of 1980s
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clubland.

Tracing the music back to its roots in New York, Chicago and Detroit, she reports
from the underground clubs in those cities and offers in-depth interviews with its
originators, from Frankie Knuckles, Marshall Jefferson and Farley 'Jackmaster"

Funk to Derrick May, Kevin Saunderson and Juan Atkins.

This is the acid house and rave explosion, as told by the people who lived it: door
staff, dancers and drug dealers; gangsters, blaggers and promoters. From the
real stories behind the huge illegal raves of 1989 to insider accounts from DJs
such as Norman Jay, Trevor Nelson, Paul Oakenfold, Danny Rampling, Graeme

Park, Mike Pickering, Carl Cox, Sasha and John Digweed.

But this isn’t just a book about the music. It’s about being up for it, out of it, mad

for it.

It’s about the Paradise Garage in New York, about dancing under the stars in
Ibiza or Goa, about the house we built in the UK at Future, Shoom, Spectrum.
Clink Street and the Hagienda.

It's about Ecstasy and community and a scene that grew so fast because we

needed to feel the world was changing.

It’s about dodging the police to get the party started, and the joy of dancing all

night in the British countryside, with thousands of others on the same high.

About Madchester, Blackburn, and a new understanding between rock and dance

music.

And about what came after, from drum’n’bass to the rise of superclubs such as

Ministry of Sound, Renaissance and Cream.



But most of all, it’s about having the time of your life. Because who wouldn’t want

that?

‘The definitive account of contemporary dance culture.. If you weren’t at Shoom in

‘87, then this is the best way to make up for it.”— The Face

‘Gripping and vivid.. Garratt writes with the style and attitude of the feistiest club

diva... Her personal memories are wedged between layers of insightful comment

and thorough research.’— The Times

‘She has spoken to everyone involved — from the Chicago DJs of the 80s to the

rave promoters and club moguls of the 90s —~ and shows that it’s possible to write

popular culture without insulting our intelligence.’ — Daily Mirror
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