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Thomas Jefferson, one of the Founding Fathers of the United States, was a
remarkable statesman whose influence and accomplishments shaped the
nation's history. From drafting the Declaration of Independence to serving as the
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third president of the United States, Jefferson played a pivotal role in the
establishment and growth of the country.

An to Thomas Jefferson

Born on April 13, 1743, in Shadwell, Virginia, Jefferson was one of the most
prominent figures of his time. He possessed an expansive range of talents and
interests, excelling in various fields such as law, politics, architecture, and
agriculture. His brilliance and dedication enabled him to contribute significantly to
the development and governance of the United States.
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A Champion of Democracy

Thomas Jefferson firmly believed in the principles of democracy and individual
liberties. He championed the idea that all men are created equal and should
possess the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. It was this belief that
guided his actions throughout his political career.
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Jefferson's role in drafting the Declaration of Independence cannot be overstated.
His eloquence and commitment to democratic ideals resonated in every word of
this historic document. The phrase "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that
all men are created equal" remains a cornerstone of American values, and it was
Jefferson who penned those immortal words.

Presidential Legacy

In 1801, Thomas Jefferson assumed the presidency, becoming the third president
of the United States. His presidency was marked by numerous achievements and
challenges, shaping the nation's direction in a critical era.

One of Jefferson's most significant accomplishments was the Louisiana Purchase
in 1803. This landmark acquisition doubled the size of the United States,
expanding its territory westward and securing valuable resources for the growing
nation.

Jefferson also prioritized education and championed the establishment of the
University of Virginia, which remains a prestigious educational institution to this
day. His commitment to learning and intellectual pursuits is evident in his
extensive personal library, which formed the foundation of the Library of
Congress.

Legacy and Impact

Thomas Jefferson left an indelible impact on American society and the world. His
ideas and principles continue to shape the nation's political landscape and inspire
generations.

However, it is essential to acknowledge that Jefferson was also a man of
contradictions. While he advocated for freedom and equality, he owned slaves



throughout his life. This complex aspect of his character adds nuance to the
historical perception of Jefferson.

Nevertheless, it is undeniable that Thomas Jefferson's contributions to the United
States were profound. As a statesman, he played a vital role in shaping the nation
and its democratic ideals. His legacy remains an integral part of American history,
symbolizing the pursuit of liberty and progressive governance.

Thomas Jefferson, the statesman of the Old South, was a visionary leader,
scholar, and advocate for democracy. His contributions as a founding father and
third president of the United States remain monumental, leaving an enduring
impact on the nation's history. Despite the complexities of his character,
Jefferson's role in shaping American values and institutions cannot be
understated.

In today's world, his legacy serves as a reminder of the principles upon which the
United States was founded and the ongoing pursuit of equality and justice.
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Originally published in 1911 as a portion of the author’s larger “Statesmen of the
Old South,” this Kindle edition, equivalent in length to a physical book of
approximately 60 pages, describes the life and career of Thomas Jefferson, the
author of the Declaration of Independence and the third President of the United
States.

Sample passage:
The events of 1774 and 1775 made the Virginia leaders world figures and
Jefferson, not Henry, was soon to become the author of the Declaration of
Independence, the champion before mankind of the oppressed. Henry essayed
the national role in 1774; but he was clearly the man to lead the party at home,
not in the greater arena. Lee was in the congress of 1776 and as the oldest and
most aristocratic member of the delegation, he introduced the resolution for
independence and logically he should have headed the committee which drafted
the famous Declaration. But the old feud with the Washingtons was not yet
quieted. It would have been a great risk to allow Lee too much prominence and
the plan to substitute Jefferson was proposed and Lee found it necessary to
hasten off to Virginia to “mend his political fences.” Jefferson, Henry and
Washington were on good terms. Washington’s friends and, what was more
important, the large group of old families still smarting under the chastisement
which Lee had given them in 1765–66 were spared the humiliation of seeing the
renegade Lee a national hero. Devious are the ways of high politics.

Notwithstanding the intrigue and wire-pulling which was employed to retire Lee at
that time, Jefferson was entirely worthy of the honor which came to him—he was
indeed the man of all Virginians to become the spokesman of America; the
language of the Declaration was the language of dissent and complaint which
had been heard in Virginia for a quarter of a century, and Jefferson could well
lead a fight against the same kind of privilege and arbitrary power as applied to all



America which he and his neighbors had overthrown in Virginia. The cause of the
West in Virginia was the cause of America before the world.

About the author:
William Edward Dodd (1869–1940),an expert on Thomas Jefferson, was
Professor of History at Virginia’s Randolph-Macon College and then Professor of
American History at the University of Chicago. Other works include “Jefferson
Davis” and “Woodrow Wilson and His Work.”
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