
The Women Who Wrote The War: Unveiling
the Untold Stories
War reporting has long been considered a male-dominated field, with the heroic
tales of male journalists often taking center stage. However, it is time to shine a
light on the brave and resilient women who broke barriers and risked their lives to
report on the frontlines of conflict. These women, known as "The Women Who
Wrote The War," paved the way for future generations of female journalists and
defied societal expectations.

During World War II, as men were called upon to fight, women stepped up to fill
the gaps in various industries, including journalism. In this article, we will explore
the remarkable stories of women journalists who documented the horrors,
sacrifices, and triumphs of war, all while facing unyielding sexism and prejudice.
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Introducing Martha Gellhorn: The Fearless Trailblazer

Martha Gellhorn was undoubtedly one of the most influential and resilient war
correspondents of her time. Having covered conflicts in Spain, Finland, China,
and World War II, Gellhorn fearlessly shared the untold stories of war victims
through her powerful writing.

Her deep empathy and unyielding commitment to the truth made her an
exceptional journalist. Gellhorn's famous article, "Dachau," provided a chilling
firsthand account of the Nazi concentration camp, exposing the world to the
unimaginable horrors endured by its prisoners.

Despite facing constant obstacles as a woman in a male-dominated profession,
Gellhorn never let it deter her. She believed in the power of journalism to shed
light on injustice and bring about change. From documenting the plight of
refugees to witnessing the liberation of concentration camps, Gellhorn's reporting
had a profound impact on shaping public opinion about war and its
consequences.

The Unsung Heroes: Female War Correspondents on the Ground

While Martha Gellhorn remains a prominent name in war journalism, there were
numerous other women who risked their lives to report from the frontlines. They
captured the powerful imagery, shared personal narratives, and exposed the
harsh realities of war.

Among these unsung heroes was Margaret Bourke-White, the first female war
photographer who documented the horrors of World War II from the European
and Pacific theaters. Her iconic photograph of a concentration camp survivor
displayed the resilience of the human spirit amidst unimaginable atrocities.



Dickey Chapelle, known as "the first American female war correspondent to be
killed in action," was another exemplar of courage and determination. She
covered conflicts including World War II, the Vietnam War, and the Hungarian
Revolution, embedding herself with soldiers to provide authentic and gripping
accounts of war from a frontline perspective.

These women, often facing discrimination and skepticism, persevered in their
pursuit of truth. They proved time and time again that women were just as
capable and dedicated as their male counterparts in covering the reality of war.

The Legacy Lives On: Inspiring Future Generations of Female
Journalists

While society has come a long way since the days of unyielding gender bias, the
legacy of "The Women Who Wrote The War" lives on. Their stories continue to
inspire and empower generations of female journalists to push boundaries and
report fearlessly on global conflicts.

Today, women journalists contribute significantly to the field, shedding light on
underreported stories and providing valuable insights. Their dedication to truth
and unbiased reporting serves as a tribute to the trailblazing women who fought
for their place on the frontlines of war journalism.

The women who wrote the war left an indelible mark on the field of journalism.
Despite facing immense obstacles and outlasting societal expectations, they
stood tall and fearlessly reported on the atrocities and triumphs of war. Their
stories deserve to be celebrated and remembered, not solely as women in a
male-dominated field, but as remarkable journalists who helped shape the world's
understanding of war. Their resilience, empathy, and dedication continue to
inspire and influence countless female journalists, reminding us that women have
always had an essential role in documenting the untold stories of conflict.



This article is a tribute to all the brave women who risked their lives to report on
war. Their contributions should never be forgotten.
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Here’s how a hundred brave American women left their families and entered the
combat-zone to chronicle what they saw. Nancy Sorel’s portrait pays homage to
these unsung heroes. They came from Boston, New York, Milwaukee, and St.
Louis; from Yakima, Washington; Austin, Texas; and Sioux City, Iowa; from San
Francisco and all points east. They left comfortable homes and safe surroundings
for combat-zone duty. As women war correspondents, they brought to the
battlefields of World War II a fresh optic, and reported back home what they
witnessed with a new sensibility. Their experience was at once wide-ranging and
intimate, devastating at one moment, heartwarming the next.

In their ranks we encounter world-famous photojournalist Margaret Bourke-White,
the only Western photographer to cover the Nazi invasion of the USSR; Martha
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Gellhorn, writer and wife of Ernest Hemingway, who presciently reported on the
menace of fascism; The New Yorker’s Janet Flanner, recording the bleak realities
of life in post-liberation France; and Marguerite Higgins, who dared enter the
concentration camp at Dachau just ahead of the American army. In her graphic,
seamless narrative, Nancy Sorel weaves together the lives and times of these
gutsy, incomparable women, assuring them their rightful place in this century’s
history.
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