
The Untold Stories of Loyalists Confiscated
Estates Sales in 1782-1785 British Georgia
The American Revolution marked a pivotal moment in the history of the United
States, but its impact was not limited to the thirteen colonies. Across the Atlantic,
another chapter was unfolding in British Georgia, where the Loyalists' confiscated
estates sales took place from 1782 to 1785. This intriguing period not only sheds
light on the aftermath of the revolution but also reveals the struggles faced by
these displaced loyalists as they navigated through uncertain times.

The Origins of Loyalists in British Georgia

Before delving into the confiscated estates sales, it is important to understand
who the Loyalists were and how they found themselves in the British colony of
Georgia. Loyalists were individuals who remained loyal to the British crown during
the American Revolution. Motivated by their allegiance to the British Empire,
these colonists faced numerous challenges and conflicts with their revolutionary
counterparts.

In Georgia, during the revolution, Loyalists actively supported the British cause.
They were staunch defenders of British rule and felt threatened by the growing
independence movement. As a result, many prominent Loyalists in Georgia faced
consequences for their allegiance once the revolution ended.
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The Confiscation Act and its Impact

Following the of the American Revolution, the Georgia General Assembly passed
the Confiscation Act in 1782. This act targeted the properties and assets owned
by Loyalists who supported the British during the revolution. It authorized the
seizure and sale of their confiscated estates as a means of punishing and
redistributing their wealth.

The Confiscation Act not only aimed to punish Loyalists but was also an
opportunity for the growing American state to acquire additional resources. The
act allowed the state to auction the confiscated estates, raising funds to pay off
war debts, reward war veterans, and stimulate economic development in newly
independent Georgia.

The Sales Process and its Challenges

The confiscated estates sales in British Georgia between 1782 and 1785 were
not without challenges. The process of seizure and sale brought forth various
legal and logistical complexities. The Georgia General Assembly formed a
committee to oversee the sales, ensuring transparency and fairness.
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One major challenge was identifying and determining the ownership of the
confiscated properties. Many Loyalists had fled Georgia during the revolution,
leaving their possessions behind. The records available for identifying property
boundaries and titles were often incomplete or disputed, adding layers of
complexity to the sales process.

Moreover, potential buyers faced uncertainties regarding the stability and future
governance of independent Georgia. Some were hesitant to invest due to
lingering loyalty to the British Empire, while others saw potential opportunities for
economic growth and purchased the confiscated estates at competitive prices.

The Impact on Loyalists and Georgia

The sale of confiscated estates had a profound impact on both the Loyalists and
the state of Georgia. For Loyalists, the loss of their properties meant financial ruin
and forced relocation. Many struggled to rebuild their lives after the revolution,
often finding themselves displaced and marginalized in a hostile environment.

On the other hand, the auctioning of confiscated estates provided Georgia with
an opportunity for growth. The funds obtained through these sales allowed the
state to invest in infrastructure development, education, and public services. It
played a crucial role in shaping Georgia's post-revolutionary landscape, paving
the way for progress and economic prosperity.

Uncovering the Forgotten Narratives

Despite the significance of the confiscated estates sales in British Georgia, this
chapter in history remains relatively unknown. The stories of the Loyalists and the
challenges they faced deserve recognition and exploration. By shedding light on
this period, we develop a more comprehensive understanding of the American
Revolution and its aftermath.



Unearthing the forgotten narratives of the Loyalists in Georgia allows us to
question the traditional narratives of the American Revolution and explore the
complexities that followed its . It encourages us to ponder the struggles and
triumphs of those who experienced the revolution from a different perspective.

The confiscated estates sales from 1782 to 1785 in British Georgia reveal a
captivating tale of upheaval and resilience. The impact of the American
Revolution was not confined to the thirteen colonies but extended across the
Atlantic to the loyalists who called Georgia their home. It is essential to explore
these stories to gain a deeper understanding of the revolution's consequences
and the struggles faced by those affected by its aftermath.

By acknowledging and delving into the confiscated estates sales, this historical
period can be woven into the tapestry of American history, providing a more
comprehensive and nuanced account of the revolutionary era.
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GEORGIA LOYALISTS’
CONFISCATED ESTATES SALES, 1782-1785

Victorious Georgia Rebels seized, and sold for the benefit of their new State, all
the land, goods, and slaves of those Georgians who had been loyal to the King.
Even while the Loyalist refugees were waiting on the sweltering sands of Tybee
for the king’s ships to carry them away, the sales began at Ebenezer.
This record was kept of real and personal property as it went on the auction
block. Many large plantations passed into Rebel hands. These were the “big
ticket items.” But the sales even included livestock of the small farmers. Here was
a massive “wealth transfer.”
From this book, learn what the Loyalists lost, and the Rebels gained!
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