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When we think about World War |l, images of soldiers, tanks, and airplanes often
come to mind. However, there is a group of unsung heroes who played a
significant role in the war effort - the yachtsmen volunteers. Amidst their luxurious

lifestyles at sea, these brave men became an unexpected asset on the front lines,
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exemplifying immense courage and selflessness during a time of great adversity.
This article takes you on a journey to discover the remarkable contributions of

these yachting enthusiasts who became true heroes in the face of war.

The Call to Action

As World War Il unfolded, the British Navy found itself overwhelmed and in need
of additional vessels to bolster its defense against enemy forces. In response, the
Royal Navy and Royal Air Force initiated a voluntary scheme, appealing to
yachtsmen and yachtswomen across the country to lend their vessels for the war
effort. In an act of immense patriotism, thousands of brave yachtsmen answered
the call without hesitation, willingly offering their beloved boats to aid in the

defense of their nation.
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Equipped with their yachts, these volunteers played a crucial role in various

Yachtsmen at War

operations during the war. They were primarily responsible for patrolling the
coastlines, keeping a watchful eye for enemy submarines or aerial threats. With

their intimate knowledge of the seas and navigational expertise, they swiftly
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adapted to their new roles as Coastal Patrol Officers. This dangerous undertaking
required expertise in evasive tactics, effective radio communication, and
coordination with military authorities. These unsung heroes put their lives on the

line every day in the face of potential enemy encounters.

Life at Sea: Luxury Turned Volunteer Service

As yachts were primarily associated with luxury and leisure, these volunteers had
to undergo significant adjustments to adapt to their newfound roles. They learned
the art of naval warfare, transforming their lavish yachts into formidable war
machines, fitted with weapons and advanced communication systems. Despite
the transition, the yachtsmen maintained a sense of camaraderie, solidifying their
bond within their respective crews. Many recounted stories of unity, resilience,

and a shared purpose - to protect their homelands.

Acts of Heroism and Sacrifice

The yachtsmen volunteers participated in countless heroic acts throughout the
war. From life-threatening rescues of downed pilots to assisting naval operations
behind enemy lines, their bravery knew no bounds. These selfless individuals
displayed remarkable tenacity as they faced immense danger, illustrating their
unwavering commitment to their country and the war effort. Many sacrificed their

lives, and their extraordinary stories deserve to be remembered and celebrated.

The Legacy Lives On

The legacy of the yachtsmen volunteers lives on, reminding us of the power of
unity, bravery, and sacrifice. Their stories serve as an inspiration to future
generations, highlighting the extraordinary potential that lies within ordinary
people when faced with extraordinary circumstances. We owe a debt of gratitude
to these unsung heroes who, through their volunteer service, played a crucial role

in defending our nations and preserving the freedom we enjoy today.



The yachtsmen volunteers of World War Il were unsung heroes who, with their
love for yachting, transformed themselves into brave defenders of their nations.
Their selflessness, courage, and resilience in the face of danger exemplify the
values we should strive to embody. Let us remember and honor their
contributions for eternity, reminding ourselves of the potential within each

individual to rise above obstacles and make a significant impact on history.
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'An extraordinary account of heroism and sacrifice. An unexpected and important
story, rivetingly told. Rip roaring stuff. Get this into the paws of the sea dog in your
life." Griff Rhys Jones
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'People ashore don't realise what a grim war we are waging at sea with the
Germans. A cold-blooded war, in a way | think requiring the maximum of bravery
from the men of both sides in the long run, as it is so ceaseless and intangible.
You just don't know whether the next moment will be your last.' Robert Hichens,
RNVSR

Several years ago, Julia Jones was searching through long-forgotten items stored
at her house and discovered some suitcases of old written material, which turned
out to be accounts by her father of his experiences in the RNVSR (Royal Naval
Volunteer Supplementary Reserve). She realised that as a child she'd met some
of the people mentioned, and although she was too young to truly know them,

these youthful impressions spurred her on to rediscovery and understanding.

In this absorbing book Julia tells the compelling stories of the yachtsmen. Some
were famous (such as Sir Peter Scott),others were wealthy (such as August
Courtauld, who returned his pay to help with the war effort) but the majority were
just 'ordinary' professionals such as publishers, lawyers and advertising agents,
who signed up because they loved sailing. Few could ever have dreamed that
they would end up acting in areas that were so far beyond their normal lives, as
they found themselves commanding destroyers and submarines, and undertaking
covert missions of sabotage. Some undertook the dangerous daily drudgery of
minesweeping; others tackled unexploded bombs, engaged the enemy in high-
speed attacks or played key roles in lan Fleming's famous intelligence

commandos.

This varied crew of men were given tasks vital to the war effort, requiring
endurance, extraordinary bravery, resourcefulness and quick thinking. Some died

in the process, but for the ones who survived, Julia asks how their experiences



changed them. Could their love of sailing and the sea survive the harsh realities

of war?
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