
The Unforgettable Quest: The Story Of
Shackleton's Last Expedition 1914-1917
Boarding the ship Endurance in December 1914, Sir Ernest Shackleton and his
crew embarked on a perilous expedition to Antarctica. Little did they know that
this journey would turn into a fight for survival, pushing the boundaries of human
endurance and resilience. Shackleton's last expedition remains one of the most
remarkable stories of courage and determination in the annals of polar
exploration.

The Dream and the Preparation

Shackleton's desire to conquer the South Pole was fueled by the echoes of
previous expeditions, including the tragic fate of his mentor Captain Robert
Falcon Scott. Determined to redeem the failures of his predecessors, Shackleton
meticulously planned each aspect of the expedition, assembling a crew of skilled
men from various backgrounds.

The crew departed from South Georgia Island in the South Atlantic, aiming to
reach the Weddell Sea on the eastern side of the Antarctic Peninsula. The initial
progress was steady, but disaster struck when the Endurance became trapped in
the ice of the Weddell Sea, leaving the crew imprisoned in a frozen world.
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Stranded in the Antarctic

The Endurance was subjected to immense pressure from the surrounding ice,
leading to its ultimate demise in October 1915. The ship was crushed, leaving
Shackleton and his crew stranded on unstable ice floes. With no means of
communication and months away from receiving any possible rescue, the men
faced a harsh reality.

Shackleton's leadership skills were put to the ultimate test as he navigated
through challenges of extreme cold, scarcity of food, and the constant search for
solid ground. He kept morale high, ensuring the unity and determination of his
crew through their darkest moments of uncertainty.

The Journey for Survival

With the ice deteriorating and threatening their safety, Shackleton made the bold
decision to lead his men on a treacherous trek across the ice towards the
inhospitable Elephant Island. The journey marked by relentless cold and perilous
conditions tested the limits of human endurance, but Shackleton's unwavering
determination became a guiding light for his crew.
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Finally reaching Elephant Island, the crew faced another challenge; the island
offered no possible chance of rescue. Understanding the gravity of the situation,
Shackleton made the difficult decision to leave the majority of the crew behind
while he embarked on a small boat voyage to reach South Georgia Island and
seek help from the whaling stations there.

A Heroic Rescue

The journey to South Georgia Island was a dangerous 800-mile endeavor across
some of the world's most treacherous waters. Shackleton and his crew faced
massive waves, freezing temperatures, and constant threats to their survival.
Miraculously, after 16 harrowing days, they reached their destination.

However, their journey was far from over. Shackleton still needed to rescue the
stranded members of his crew on Elephant Island. After three unsuccessful
attempts due to treacherous weather conditions, Shackleton finally reached
Elephant Island on August 30, 1916, only to find that his crew had managed to
survive under unimaginable circumstances.

A Legacy of Courage

Shackleton's actions throughout the expedition proved his unwavering
commitment to the safety and well-being of his crew. Despite the failure to
achieve the original goal of reaching the South Pole, his leadership and
determination ensured the survival of all his men, making the expedition an
extraordinary tale of resilience and human spirit.

Shackleton's last expedition serves as a testament to the human capacity to
endure and overcome seemingly insurmountable challenges. His legacy
continues to inspire adventurers and explorers to push the boundaries of what is
possible.
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In 1914 Ernest Shackleton and a crew of 27 stalwart individuals attempted to
undertake what Shackleton described as “the one remaining great object of
Antarctic
journeying”—crossing the continent on foot from the Weddell Sea to the Ross
Sea via
the South Pole. While disaster famously beset the Endurance expedition,
Shackleton,
through extraordinary leadership and dogged, relentless effort, lost none of his
men;
all were saved in 1916.

The legendary tale of how he accomplished this is still taught in the best military
and
business schools on the planet. "South!" is the story of the doomed expedition,
straight from the man who led it—Sir Ernest Shackleton.

This newly illustrated edition includes images shot by the original expedition
photographer Frank Hurley, modern photos of the places encamped by the
expedition, and archival images from around the world.
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