The Twilight Journey Of The North Atlantic
Right Whale

The North Atlantic Right Whale, a majestic creature of the sea, embarks on an
awe-inspiring journey through the vast and unpredictable waters of the Atlantic.
This journey, filled with perils and challenges, has captivated the hearts and

minds of marine enthusiasts and conservationists worldwide.

The Plight of the North Atlantic Right Whale

Once abundant in number, the North Atlantic Right Whale now faces a precarious
existence. With their population dwindling to approximately 400 individuals, these

magnificent creatures are on the brink of extinction.
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The main threats to the North Atlantic Right Whale include entanglement in
fishing gear, ship strikes, and a decrease in their primary food source due to
climate change. These challenges, combined with other environmental factors,

have pushed this species to the edge of survival.

The Twilight Journey Begins

Every year, during the winter months, the North Atlantic Right Whales embark on
their extraordinary journey from their feeding grounds in the northern regions to
their calving grounds in the southern waters. This long and exhausting migration,
spanning thousands of miles, is crucial for their survival and reproductive

SuccCess.

Swimming against strong currents and battling harsh weather conditions, these
gentle giants navigate through treacherous waters with determination. Their
resilience and unwavering spirit carry them through the hardships they encounter

along their journey.

A Melody of Sounds
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As the North Atlantic Right Whales travel, they emit a symphony of enchanting
sounds. These complex vocalizations, known as whale songs, serve a significant

purpose in their social interactions and communication.

Scientists have deciphered that these whale songs consist of different calls, each
with its own meaning. From wooing potential mates to maintaining social bonds,
the melodies of the North Atlantic Right Whales weave an intricate tapestry of

their lives beneath the ocean's surface.

An Ancient Ritual: Calving Grounds

Upon reaching their calving grounds, the North Atlantic Right Whales engage in
an ancient ritual that has been passed down through generations. Here, in the

warmer waters, the females give birth to their young calves.

The sight of a newborn calf breaching the water's surface for the first time is both
breathtaking and heartwarming. These vulnerable creatures, entirely dependent

on their mothers, mark the hope for the survival of their species.

The Fragile Balance

The future of the North Atlantic Right Whale rests on a delicate balance between
conservation efforts and human responsibility. Collaborative initiatives are being

undertaken worldwide to mitigate the threats these whales face.

By implementing stricter fishing regulations to reduce entanglements, establishing
shipping routes away from critical habitats, and intensifying efforts to combat
climate change, conservationists strive to save these remarkable creatures from

the shadows of extinction.

A Call to Action



It is up to us, as stewards of the Earth, to join forces in safeguarding the North
Atlantic Right Whale. Through awareness campaigns, educational programs, and

supporting conservation organizations, we can make a difference.

Let us ensure that the twilight journey of the North Atlantic Right Whale continues
to inspire wonder and awe for generations to come. Together, we can provide a

glimmer of hope for the survival of this majestic species.
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Waltzes with Giants is a moving portrait of one of the earth’s largest endangered
mammals. Mystical and provocative, the book is inspired by a real North Atlantic
right whale (Eubalaena glacialis) and her threatened migrations from Atlantic

Canada to her calving grounds off the coasts of Georgia and Florida. In the spirit
of marine biologist and conservationist Rachel Carson’s sea trilogy, the story

evokes the wonder, the sorrow, and the conflicts associated with this member of
the suborder Mysticetes (baleen whales). Blending sound science and art with a

literary voice, Peter C. Stone takes us beneath the waves to reveal how we have
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historically decimated many species of whales and other species of fish and

aquatic mammals for material gain, even though they are an integral part of the

ecosystems upon which we depend.

Supported by a glossary of scientific and book-specific words, as well as a list of

resource links for the North Atlantic right whale and other marine mammals,

Waltzes with Giants is built upon questions. While inviting us to imagine how our

consuming culture impacts the ocean with fishing gear, waste, and noise, Stone’s

passionate prose and “dreamy, evocative” (School Library Journal) paintings

captivate readers of all ages by making science and the marvels of the oceans

engaging and comprehensible.
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