
The Truth About Radical Islam And Saudi
Arabia Revealed
When it comes to discussions about radical Islam, one cannot avoid mentioning
Saudi Arabia. The country, with its vast wealth and influence, has been closely
associated with the spread of extremist ideologies for decades. In recent years,
however, Saudi Arabia has been making efforts to improve its image and distance
itself from radicalism. This has led many to question the true nature of the
kingdom's involvement with extremism.

Radical Islam is a complex and multifaceted issue that cannot be simplified into
black and white. It is important to understand the historical, social, and political
factors that have contributed to the rise of extremist ideologies, and the role
Saudi Arabia has played in this narrative.

The Historical Context

Saudi Arabia, home to the birthplace of Islam, has long been considered a
custodian of Islamic values and traditions. The kingdom's ruling family, the Al
Saud, has presented itself as the guardian and protector of the two holiest sites in
Islam – Mecca and Medina. This has given the kingdom immense religious
authority and influence over the Muslim world.
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However, Saudi Arabia's relationship with radical Islam can be traced back to the
18th century, with the rise of the Wahhabi movement. Wahhabism, a
fundamentalist interpretation of Islam, emphasizes strict adherence to Islamic law
and rejects any form of religious innovation or deviation from the original
teachings.

The Saudi state has long embraced and promoted Wahhabi teachings, using
them as a means to legitimize its rule and maintain domestic control. The state-
sponsored propagation of Wahhabi ideology, coupled with massive financial
resources, has played a significant role in the global spread of extremist
ideologies.

The Financial Influence

Saudi Arabia, through its vast oil wealth, has been able to fund mosques, Islamic
schools, and other institutions around the world. While many of these institutions
promote a moderate form of Islam, some have been accused of disseminating
radical ideologies.

The kingdom's financial support has often been directed towards Islamist
movements and organizations that advocate for the establishment of an Islamic
state governed by strict Sharia law. Although not officially endorsing terrorism,
this kind of support has indirectly contributed to the nurturing of radical ideologies.
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Furthermore, individual Saudi citizens have been known to provide financial
support to extremist groups. While this does not represent the views or actions of
all Saudis, it highlights an ongoing challenge in preventing the flow of funds to
extremist organizations.

A Changing Landscape

In recent years, Saudi Arabia has sought to distance itself from its association
with radical Islam. Recognizing the negative impact it has had on its international
reputation, the kingdom launched initiatives to counter radicalization and promote
a more moderate interpretation of Islam.

One such initiative is the Vision 2030 plan, which aims to transform Saudi Arabia
into a more open and modern society. This includes promoting cultural exchange,
investing in education and entertainment, and reducing the kingdom's reliance on
oil revenue.

Furthermore, Saudi Arabia has taken steps to combat terrorism and extremist
ideologies by cracking down on financing channels and supporting international
efforts to combat terrorism. The kingdom has also implemented reforms to
empower women and promote social inclusion.

The Way Forward

While Saudi Arabia's efforts to counter radical Islam are commendable, the
journey towards lasting change is ongoing. The country still faces challenges in
addressing the root causes of radicalization and instilling a culture of tolerance
and openness.

International pressure and partnerships will play a crucial role in holding Saudi
Arabia accountable and encouraging further reforms. It is important for the global



community to support the kingdom's endeavors while also scrutinizing its actions
to ensure true progress.

, the truth about radical Islam and Saudi Arabia is a complex and evolving
narrative. While the country certainly has had a historical connection with the
spread of extremist ideologies, it is taking steps to distance itself from this
association. By understanding the historical context, financial influences, and
Saudi Arabia’s recent efforts, we can have a more nuanced understanding of the
truth about radical Islam and its relationship with the kingdom.
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The religious diplomacy of Saudi Arabia constitutes a strange black hole in the
analysis of radicalism that affects Islam and the Middle East today. Why has
Salafism, the most intolerant and sectarian movement of Islam, become so
prevalent? Of all the religious radicalisms that rot the planet, it is the only one to
enjoy the constant support of a country endowed with immense means: the Saudi
kingdom. This study, whose collaborators wanted to remain anonymous, reveals
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how the two sides of the kingdom – the conciliatory one of the Saud dynasty and
the more aggressive Salafism, propagandist of jihad – has for decades developed
a religious strategy to conquer the Muslim community and the West without
appearing as an enemy. One of the most striking examples is the absence of
sanctions or even accusations by George W. Bush towards Saudi Arabia in the
aftermath of the September 11th attacks even with fifteen identified Saudis
among the terrorists. The kingdom's influence is largely unknown but undoubtedly
acts as a key player throughout the Muslim world through their financing of
conservative Koranic schools, universities and mosques, as well as other
international public and private organizations. But after years of financing radical
Islamists in foreign lands, Saudi Arabia now finds itself threatened in their own
territory, the monster they have given birth to turned against them.
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