
The Summers Campaigns of 1830, 1914, and
1940

In the annals of military history, certain summer campaigns stand out as pivotal
moments that shaped the course of nations. Among them are the campaigns of
1830, 1914, and 1940. These campaigns showcase the intensity and strategic
brilliance of military leaders, the resolve of soldiers, and the consequences they
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bear on the world order. Join us as we explore these historically significant events
and the impact they had on the nations involved.

The 1830 Campaign: Revolution and Independence

In 1830, Europe was in the midst of a period of political unrest. Revolutionary
uprisings had ignited across the continent, challenging established monarchies
and advocating for liberal reforms. One such campaign occurred in Belgium,
which sought independence from the United Kingdom of the Netherlands.
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Under the command of the Belgian revolutionary leader Charles Rogier, the
campaign saw a series of battles against Dutch forces. The Battle of Waterloo, in
particular, marked a turning point in the conflict. Despite initial setbacks, the
Belgian forces, with the support of French troops, emerged victorious and laid the
foundation for the establishment of an independent Belgium.

The 1914 Campaign: The Great War Begins
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Fast forward to 1914, and Europe was on the brink of a devastating conflict that
would be known as World War I. The summer campaign of that year witnessed
the initial clashes between the Allied Powers and the Central Powers.

The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary by a Serbian
nationalist was the spark that ignited the powder keg of tensions and rivalries
among European nations. The subsequent mobilization of troops and the
declarations of war set the stage for the 1914 campaign.

The battles of Mons, the Marne, and Tannenberg became iconic during this
campaign. These engagements showcased the advancement of military
technology and tactics, including the use of trench warfare and the involvement of
multiple nations. The 1914 campaign marked the beginning of a brutal conflict
that would ultimately claim millions of lives and redraw the map of Europe.

The 1940 Campaign: Blitzkrieg and Fall of France

Jumping ahead to the brink of World War II, the summer campaign of 1940
witnessed the relentless advance of the German military machine and the fall of
France. The German strategy of Blitzkrieg, or "lightning war," stunned the world
with its speed and effectiveness.

The campaign began with the German invasion of neutral Belgium and the
Netherlands, aiming to bypass the heavily fortified French Maginot Line. The
daring maneuver caught the Allies by surprise, and within six weeks, German
forces had pushed deep into France.

The Battle of Dunkirk remains one of the most remarkable events of the 1940
campaign. Despite being caught in a seemingly hopeless situation, the Allied
soldiers were miraculously evacuated from the beaches of Dunkirk, allowing them
to fight another day. However, the fall of France marked a significant turning point



in the war, further strengthening the resolve of the opposing forces and setting
the stage for the tumultuous years that followed.

The Legacy and Lessons

The summer campaigns of 1830, 1914, and 1940 left an indelible mark on the
histories of the nations involved. They serve as reminders of the human capacity
for innovation, courage, and sacrifice.

Through these campaigns, military tactics evolved, political landscapes shifted,
and the world was forever changed. From the birth of a new nation in 1830 to the
devastating conflicts of the 20th century, these campaigns shaped the destiny of
nations and shaped the course of history.

For centuries to come, these summer campaigns will continue to be studied and
analyzed. They offer valuable insights into human nature, the consequences of
political decisions, and the power of collective action.
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Tension and rivalry between France and Germany shaped the history of Western
Europe in the century from 1860. Three times that hostility led to war and the
invasion of France - in 1870, 1914 and 1940. The outcomes of the battles that
followed reset the balance of power across the continent. Yet the German
invasions tend to be viewed as separate events, in isolation, rather than as
connected episodes in the confrontation between the two nations. Douglas
Fermer's fresh account of the military campaigns and the preparations for them
treats them as part of a cycle of fear, suspicion, animosity and conflicting
ambitions extending across several generations. In a clear, concise account of
the decisive opening phase of each campaign, he describes the critical decision-
making, the manoeuvres and clashes of arms in eastern France as German
forces advanced westwards. As the 100th anniversary of the start of the Great
War approaches, this is a fitting moment to reconsider these momentous events
and how they fit into the broad sweep of European history.
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