
The Ruin of Kasch by Roberto Calasso -
Unraveling the Intricacies of Power and Myth
Roberto Calasso's masterpiece, "The Ruin of Kasch," serves as an exploration
into the realms of power, myth, and the intricacies of human history. With its rich
narrative and thought-provoking ideas, this book offers readers a captivating
journey through time and culture.

The title of the book itself, "The Ruin of Kasch," beckons readers to delve into the
mysterious and enigmatic world that Calasso constructs. The word "ruin" evokes
a sense of decay and destruction, while "Kasch" remains an enigma, inviting
curiosity and anticipation.

The Power of Myth

At its core, Calasso's "The Ruin of Kasch" examines the profound impact of myth
on human societies. Through masterful storytelling and insightful analysis,
Calasso demonstrates how mythical narratives shape our understanding of the
world and influence the exercise of power.
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Calasso takes readers on a journey through various myths, ranging from ancient
civilizations to modern times. He explores how myths mold our perception of
reality, influencing political systems and societal norms. The intricate connections
he weaves between myth and power shed light on the mechanisms that govern
our lives.

One of the recurring themes in the book is how individuals and societies create
and sustain myths to solidify power structures. Calasso delves into the
mythologies of ancient civilizations such as Egypt and Rome, unveiling the subtle
mechanisms by which these societies exerted control over their citizens.

He also examines contemporary myths and their role in shaping our modern
society. By dissecting these narratives, Calasso reveals how they perpetuate
power imbalances and influence our collective consciousness.

The Intricacies of Power

Calasso's exploration of power extends beyond the realm of myth. He delves into
the depths of history to uncover the underlying structures and machinations of
power throughout the ages.

Through captivating anecdotes and meticulous research, Calasso reveals the
intricate web of power relations that govern both individuals and societies. He
analyzes the dynamics of power struggles and unveils the hidden mechanisms
that drive human history.

Calasso's narration takes readers on a journey through time, examining pivotal
moments in history and dissecting the power dynamics at play. From ancient
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Rome to the Renaissance and beyond, he unveils the inner workings of political
systems and highlights the individuals who shaped the course of history.

Furthermore, Calasso delves into the complexities of power within institutions.
Whether it be the Vatican or the courts of kings and emperors, he unpicks the
intricate tapestry of power relations and reveals the delicate balances between
authority and subversion.

A Masterpiece of Literary Craftsmanship

Aside from its thought-provoking themes, "The Ruin of Kasch" stands out as a
literary masterpiece. Calasso's prose is eloquent and captivating, effortlessly
transporting readers into the worlds he depicts.

He weaves together history, mythology, and philosophy to create a tapestry of
ideas that challenge conventional understanding. Calasso's use of vivid imagery
and evocative language captivates the reader, ensuring an immersive and
enlightening experience.

Throughout the book, Calasso constructs a labyrinth of ideas, demanding the
reader's engagement and contemplation. The reader is invited to traverse the
intricate passages of thought, connecting the dots and reflecting on the profound
implications of Calasso's insights.

"The Ruin of Kasch" by Roberto Calasso is a must-read for anyone interested in
unraveling the complexities of power, myth, and history. Calasso's eloquent prose
and insightful analysis carry readers on a fascinating journey through time and
culture.

This book offers a unique perspective on the role of myth in society and the
intricacies of power relations. It challenges readers to question their assumptions



and provides a stimulating exploration of the forces that shape our collective
reality.

Whether you are a lover of mythology, history, or philosophy, "The Ruin of Kasch"
will leave you enthralled and craving for more. Dive into this literary gem and
embark on a thought-provoking adventure that will forever change your
understanding of the world.
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A brilliant new translation of a classic work on violence and revolution as seen
through mythology and art
The Ruin of Kasch takes up two subjects—“the first is Talleyrand, and the second
is everything else,” wrote Italo Calvino when the book first appeared in 1983.
Hailed as one of those rare books that persuade us to see our entire civilization in
a new light, its guide is the French statesman Charles-Maurice de Talleyrand,
who knew the secrets of the ancien régime and all that came after, and was able
to adapt the notion of “legitimacy” to the modern age. Roberto Calasso follows
him through a vast gallery of scenes set immediately before and after the French
Revolution, making occasional forays backward and forward in time, from Vedic
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India to the porticoes of the Palais-Royal and to the killing fields of Pol Pot, with
appearances by Goethe and Marie Antoinette, Napoleon and Marx, Walter
Benjamin and Chateaubriand. At the center stands the story of the ruin of Kasch,
a legendary kingdom based on the ritual killing of the king and emblematic of the
ruin of ancient and modern regimes.

Offered here in a new translation by Richard Dixon, The Ruin of Kasch is, as
John Banville wrote, “a great fat jewel-box of a book, gleaming with obscure
treasures.”
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