
The Rich History of Cockfighting Series: Dive
into the Fascinating Histories of Game Strains
When it comes to the rich tapestry of human history, few things demonstrate our
deep connection with animals like the sport of cockfighting. This ancient blood
sport has endured for centuries, captivating enthusiasts and eliciting heated
debates. In this comprehensive series, we take an in-depth look at the histories of
game strains in cockfighting – an intriguing world that spans continents, cultures,
and generations.

The Origins of Cockfighting

Cockfighting, the practice of pitting two gamecocks, also known as game birds,
against each other in a fight to the death, can be traced back as far as 6,000
years ago. Ancient depictions on pottery from civilizations such as Ancient Persia
and Ancient Egypt provide evidence of the sport's early existence. But it wasn't
until the time of the ancient Greeks and Romans that cockfighting gained
significant popularity.

Known as the sport of aristocrats during the classical era, cockfighting quickly
spread throughout Europe and the Americas during the age of exploration. From
the shores of England to the sprawling plantations of the southern United States,
this ancient sport took on different forms and developed unique game strains
fitting to regional preferences and the demands of the game.
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Game Strains – Where It All Begins

Game strains, often referred to as breeds, are specific lines of gamecocks that
have been selectively bred over generations for superior fighting ability,
temperament, and physical characteristics. These strains have fascinating
histories and have been carefully developed by devoted breeders for centuries.

One such strain is the well-known Kelso gamefowl, originally bred by Walter A.
Kelso in the early 1900s. Kelso gamecocks are famous for their punishing power,
unmatched agility, and overall dominance in the cockpit. Their bloodline has
become universally recognized and highly sought-after among cockfighting
enthusiasts.

Another notable game strain is the Hatch gamefowl. Initially developed by
Sanford Hatch in the late 1800s, Hatch fowl possess remarkable endurance,
exceptional speed, and fierce fighting spirit. Their resilience and remarkable
fighting traits have made them a popular choice for breeders looking to enhance
their stocks.

The Evolution of Game Strains
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Over the years, the game strains in cockfighting have evolved, reflecting changes
in the sport and the preferences of breeders. Early breeders focused on
developing birds with raw power and devastating finishing blows. However, as
cockfighting became more regulated and gained widespread attention, different
characteristics such as agility, intelligence, and adaptability began to take center
stage.

One outcome of this evolution is the Sweater game strain – a remarkable breed
known for its tactical prowess and high intelligence. Developed by Carol Sweater,
these birds possess quick reflexes, impeccable timing, and exceptional
cunningness. Sweater fowl have proven to be fierce competitors, relying on their
smarts rather than brute force to win battles.

The Global Impact of Cockfighting

Throughout history, cockfighting has not only influenced the breeding and
development of game strains but has also left significant cultural imprints around
the world. From Asia to Europe, and the Americas to the Caribbean, the sport has
been embraced, banned, and in some cases, is still legally practiced today.

In the Philippines, cockfighting, commonly known as "sabong," holds deep
cultural significance and is considered a national pastime. Cockpits in various
provinces are filled with fervent fans who cheer on their favorite birds, placing
bets and sharing a collective passion for this age-old spectacle.

In the United States, the sport has had a significant impact on several southern
states. Cockfighting was once legal in places like Louisiana and Kentucky, with
breeders producing legendary game strains that gained national recognition.
However, changing societal attitudes and increased legislation led to the practice
being outlawed in most states.



The Future of Cockfighting

Cockfighting is undoubtedly a divisive sport. While it has a loyal following and
continues to thrive in some regions, others view it as cruel and inhumane. The
increasing legal restrictions and societal pressure have forced many enthusiasts
to transition to legal alternatives, such as exhibiting game birds in shows or
breeding for exhibition purposes only.

Regardless of the sport's future, studying the histories of game strains in
cockfighting provides a fascinating insight into the intricate relationship between
humans and animals throughout our shared past. From the ancient civilizations
that first embraced this blood sport to the modern breeders who tirelessly strive
for perfection, the evolution of game strains tells a captivating tale of passion,
dedication, and the enduring spirit of competition.

The histories of game strains in cockfighting are not just stories of feathery
combatants battling for glory; they are tales of human ingenuity and the art of
selective breeding. The dedication of countless generations of breeders has
ensured the existence of robust game strains that continue to captivate
enthusiasts worldwide.

As cockfighting moves into a more regulated and restricted future, understanding
the rich history of game strains becomes even more crucial. These captivating
stories serve as a reminder of the undeniable bond between humans and animals
and the remarkable lengths we go to nurture and enhance ancient traditions.
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Histories Of Game Strains (History Of Cockfighting Series) Originally published in
the early 1900's, this book is now rare and much sought after in its first edition.
READ COUNTRY BOOKS have republished it using the original text with its
numerous vintage black and white photos. Four hundred and fifteen pages
contain twenty eight detailed articles by well known Cockers and Game Fowl
breeders of that era, most notably C.A. Finsterbusch, G.W. Means and D.H.
Pierce. Contents Include: - Wisconsins Red Shufflers. - Blue Boones. - Grey
Tormentors. - The Miner Blues. - Clairbornes. - Sid Taylors. - Black Roundheads.
- Rhett Morgan Fowl. - Walker Mugwumps. - Gregory Tassels. - Red Cubans. -
French and Belgian Cocks. - The Asil. - Mahoney Gulls. - Volunteers. - Malay
Fowl. - Fardowns. -Grimme Fowl. - Hammond Gordons. - John Stone Fowl. -
Cocks and Cockers in South America. - Secret Ways of Nature. - Steel Fighters. -
English Game Fowl. - Alabama Roundheads. - Methods of Conditioning Cocks. -
Experience in Breeding. Nursing Cocks. Assembled in these chapters is much
comprehensive information on Game Fowl Strains, History, Records, Breeding
and Fighting Tips, and many Rare Vintage Photos. This is a fascinating read for
all Game Fowl enthusiasts and historians, but also contains much information
that is still useful and practical today. Many of the earliest sporting books,
particularly those dating back to the 1800s, are now extremely scarce and very
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expensive. READ COUNTRY BOOKS are republishing these classic works in
affordable, high quality, modern editions, using the original text and artwork.
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