The Rebirth Of The Romanian Wine

Over the years, the wine industry in Romania has experienced a remarkable
transformation, leading to the rebirth of Romanian wines on the global stage. With
a rich history dating back thousands of years, Romania has always had the
potential to produce exceptional wines, and recent efforts have successfully
revived and elevated the country's winemaking traditions. This article explores the
resurgence of Romanian wine, the emergence of new wineries, the unique terroir

of the region, and the growing popularity of Romanian wines worldwide.

Ancient Origins

The cultivation of grapes and winemaking in Romania can be traced back to
ancient times. The Dacians, an ancient civilization inhabiting the land that is now
Romania, were known for their love of wine. They used to celebrate their victories
by pouring wine onto the ground as an offering to the gods. The vineyard culture
continued throughout the centuries, surviving various historical and political

changes.

However, during the communist era, winemaking in Romania underwent
significant challenges. The focus shifted towards quantity rather than quality,
leading to a decline in the reputation of Romanian wines. Vineyards were
nationalized, and industrial methods were adopted, compromising the

craftsmanship and authenticity of the wines.
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The Modern Resurgence

In the past couple of decades, Romanian winemakers have taken great strides to
reclaim their place as producers of world-class wines. As Romania transitioned to
a market economy, wineries began to emerge from private initiatives. This

newfound freedom allowed winemakers to experiment, innovate, and reintroduce

traditional winemaking techniques that had been lost during the communist era.

Recognizing the importance of preserving and promoting their unique wine
heritage, winemakers cooperated with oenologists, viticulturists, and agronomists
to revive ancient grape varieties and embrace sustainable practices. This
dedication to quality and authenticity has led to the production of wines that rival

some of the best in the world.

The Terroir Advantage

Romania's diverse and rich terroir provides the ideal conditions for grape
cultivation. From the rolling hills of Transylvania to the hillsides along the Danube
River and the Black Sea coast, Romania's varied landscapes offer a range of
microclimates and soil types, allowing winemakers to produce wines with distinct

flavors and characteristics.
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The Carpathian Mountains, which run through the heart of Romania, act as a
natural barrier against cold winds, creating a continental climate that benefits
grape cultivation. This climatic diversity, combined with the fertile soil abundant in

minerals, contributes to the complexity and uniqueness of Romanian wines.

Innovative Wineries

A new generation of winemakers, often educated in prestigious wine schools
across Europe and beyond, has brought fresh ideas and techniques to Romanian
winemaking. These young and ambitious professionals have embraced modern

technology while still paying homage to traditional winemaking practices.

One such winery is Murfatlar, located near the Black Sea coast. With its state-of-
the-art facilities and dedication to sustainable winemaking, Murfatlar has become
a symbol of the Romanian wine renaissance. By investing in modern equipment
and implementing strict quality control measures, the winery produces wines that
are consistently impressive and highly regarded by wine enthusiasts around the

world.

Another notable winery is Avincis, situated in the Dragasani region. Avincis
focuses on the revival of rare and local grape varieties that were almost extinct.
By working closely with local communities and farmers, they have managed to
preserve these unique grape varieties and produce outstanding wines that

showcase the authentic spirit of Romania.

Global Recognition

As Romanian winemakers continue to refine their craft and produce exceptional
wines, they are gaining recognition on the global stage. Romanian wines have
been awarded prestigious accolades in international wine competitions, further

affirming the country's revival as a leading wine producer.



The unique characteristics of Romanian wines, such as their elegance,
complexity, and balance, have captivated wine critics and sommeliers alike.
These wines offer a sensory journey through Romania's terroir and culture,

enticing consumers to explore and discover this hidden gem in the world of wine.

The rebirth of the Romanian wine industry is a testament to the resilience,
passion, and dedication of Romanian winemakers. Through the revival of ancient
winemaking traditions, embracing sustainable practices, and the utilization of
modern technology, Romania has reclaimed its position as a producer of

exceptional wines.

With its diverse terroir, unique grape varieties, and talented winemakers,
Romania offers a wide range of wines that cater to different tastes and
preferences. The resurgence of Romanian wine on the global market is a cause
for celebration and an invitation to wine enthusiasts worldwide to indulge in the

rich flavors and history of Romanian wines.
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The Grapes of Hope

Romanian wine is being reinvented under the watchful eye of local
and foreign investors.

Much like a student who failed the subject for a century, Romania now rehearses
the components of an equation which proved to be successful in the interwar
period: favorable natural conditions + solid investment + legislative support +

Western technology & knowhow = good wine.

Author Catalin Gruia is a veteran journalist who has written and reported for over

10 years for the Romanian edition of National Geographic.

Cover Photo by Cosmin Bumbut

*You can find behind the scenes information about Catalin Gruia's books —

>https://www.facebook.com/ByCatalinGruia
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