The Real Bellevue Football Story: Did The
Truth Even Matter?

Bellevue High School football team is a name that resonates with greatness. With
seven state championships between 2001 and 2013, they became a powerhouse
in Washington state, attracting national attention. However, behind the glittering
success and an undefeated streak of 67 games, lies a tale of controversy and

questions surrounding the integrity of the program.

The Rise to Dominance

For over a decade, Bellevue dominated the Washington high school football
scene. Led by coach Butch Goncharoff, they developed a reputation for
excellence on the field. The community rallied around the team, and the players
became local legends. However, as their winning streak continued, whispers and

allegations started to surface, casting doubt on their accomplishments.

Breaking the Rules?

Accusations of recruiting violations and illegal player benefits plagued the
Bellevue football program. The team was accused of heavily recruiting talented
players from outside their district, violating state rules. In addition, rumors of
players receiving preferential treatment and benefits circulated, raising concerns

about an unfair playing field.
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The Washington Interscholastic Activities Association (WIAA) launched an
investigation into the allegations, and their findings revealed a pattern of
misconduct. Bellevue was found guilty of recruiting violations, which resulted in
fines, forfeitures, and a two-year postseason ban. The consequences tarnished

the reputation of a once mighty program.

The Quest for the Truth

The scandal surrounding Bellevue football raised questions not only about the
team's actions but also about the priorities of high school sports. Was winning at
any cost more important than the development and well-being of student-
athletes? Were the allegations blown out of proportion, or was there a systemic

problem within the program?

These questions sparked outrage, debate, and soul-searching within the Bellevue
community. Supporters of the team argued that the allegations were exaggerated
and that the success of the program was a result of hard work, talent, and
dedication. Others believed that rules were broken, and justice needed to be

served.
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The Impact on the Players

While the controversy raged on, the players found themselves caught in the
middle. With their futures at stake, some faced the possibility of losing college
scholarships or even being expelled from the team. The emotional toll on these
young athletes was immeasurable, as the integrity of their accomplishments was

called into question.

For those who graduated before the investigation reached its , their achievements
were forever bittersweet. The glory of their successes overshadowed by the
controversy that would forever surround their time at Bellevue High School.
Instead of celebrating their accomplishments, they were left defending their

integrity.

The Aftermath and Moving Forward

Bellevue football would never be the same after the scandal. The once-shining
beacon of success was tarnished, and the program began the process of
rebuilding its reputation. Butch Goncharoff, the coach at the center of the storm,

was no longer allowed to coach football in Washington state.

The lessons learned from the Bellevue football saga extended beyond the
boundaries of one high school program. It highlighted the importance of
maintaining the integrity of amateur sports and the need for fair play. It served as

a reminder that winning should never come at the cost of ethical conduct.

The Real Question: Did the Truth Even Matter?

The Bellevue football scandal raises an age-old question in the world of sports:
does the truth even matter anymore? In an era of intense competition and the

pressures to succeed, the line between fair play and bending the rules can



become blurred. The thirst for victory and the desire to be the best can

sometimes cloud the judgment of those involved.

Ultimately, the truth does matter. It matters to the athletes who sacrifice countless
hours of their lives to their sport. It matters to the fans who invest their passion
and support in their favorite teams. And it matters to the integrity of the game

itself.

The story of Bellevue football serves as a cautionary tale, reminding us of the
importance of upholding values and maintaining fairness in sports. While their
accomplishments may have been tainted, the lessons learned from this scandal

can help shape a new era of integrity in high school athletics.

So, did the truth even matter in the Bellevue football story? Yes, it did, and it will
continue to matter in the ongoing pursuit of honest competition and the

development of student-athletes who can find success both on and off the field.
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In Book 1, the author takes you through the history of the storied Bellevue football
program, starting at the beginnings of the high school, back in the 1920s. Seen
through the eyes of the author, the book then takes you through many decades of
football seasons leading up to the Butch Goncharoff regime at Bellevue High
School. As Butch develops that program into a national powerhouse, the author
documents events that occurred in the Bellevue High School

program, such as the upset of De La Salle that ended their 151-game winning
streak, the upset of Long Beach Poly, a national championship in 2012, a 67-
game winning streak of their own, and the success that ultimately spearheaded
various investigations into the program over the years. Part 1 meticulously
examines the many falsities and bad facts contained within the now infamous
“Diploma Mill” article of August 2015 by the Seattle Times. This very damaging
article is scrutinized in the book, and accusations and assumptions brought

forward in that article are put to the test.

The Bellevue football story became national news in 2016 as false accusations of
recruiting by the twelve-time state champions and 2012 national champions took
center stage. This fake news reporting in the media hammered down on the
program until the program was literally ripped apart at the seams. There was no
avenue for the coaches and community to fight back as the Bellevue School
District leadership waffled back and forth, and the only major newspaper in town

relentlessly focused on this high school football program and taking it down.

Book one fights back against the missteps by the school district, the fake news
from the Seattle Times, and examines the unethical tactics utilized by the state's

governing body (the WIAA) in setting up an investigation. The book examines the
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lack of candor from the executive director of the WIAA who removed all of the
rules for factfinding just prior to the investigation, and chose not to inform the
Bellevue School District that these rules had just recently been removed. It also
discusses how the WIAA chose two former federal prosecutors to run the
investigation and how these two prosecutors failed to disclose their very real and
material conflict of interest they had with regard to the key witness against the
Bellevue football program whom one of them had indicted a number of years
earlier. The prosecutors used this convicted felon who had become an informant
for the FBI following this indictment as a major witness and source during their
investigation, but never disclosed this inherent conflict to the WIAA or the
Bellevue School District as it would have meant they would have not been able to
perform this very high profile investigation due to their conflict of interest with a

Bellevue High School parent whom they had previously indicted.

Book one of the series culminates with the selection of the two former federal
prosecutors who were clearly not properly vetted by the WIAA and sets the table

for the investigation that followed which is described in great detail in book two.
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