
The Prohibition Era: Last Call for Alcohol
Long gone are the days when cocktails flowed freely and speakeasies buzzed
with excitement. It was an era like no other, a time when the United States
attempted to banish alcohol from its shores. This article delves into the
captivating history of Prohibition, revealing the rise and fall of a movement that
forever changed American social dynamics.

The Birth of Prohibition

In the late 19th century and early 20th century, America was grappling with
numerous social issues associated with the consumption of alcohol. High rates of
domestic violence, crime, and workplace accidents were partly blamed on
rampant alcoholism. As a response to these societal problems, the temperance
movement gained traction, advocating for the abstinence or moderation of alcohol
consumption.

The culmination of these efforts led to the ratification of the 18th Amendment in
1919, which outlawed the production, sale, and transportation of alcoholic
beverages. The prohibition era officially began on January 17, 1920.
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The Roaring Twenties: Speakeasies, Gangsters, and Flappers

Contrary to the intentions of its proponents, Prohibition gave rise to a vibrant
underground culture. Speakeasies - hidden bars and clubs - flourished as people
sought out secret places to consume alcohol. Jazz music filled the air, and the
dance floors swayed with the rhythms of the era.

Gangsters like Al Capone took advantage of the lucrative bootlegging market,
smuggling alcohol into the United States from foreign countries and profiting
immensely from illegal activity. This period saw an escalation in organized crime,
with gangs battling for control over the alcohol trade.

Flappers, young women who defied conventional behavioral and fashion norms,
became the icons of the Jazz Age. They thrived in the illicit nightlife of
speakeasies and rebelled against societal norms by challenging traditional
gender roles.

The Failure of Prohibition

Despite its ambitious goals, Prohibition ultimately failed to curb alcohol
consumption. Officers tasked with enforcing the law faced immense challenges
and often succumbed to corruption due to the vast sums of money associated
with bootlegging. As a result, criminal enterprises continued to thrive, leading to
an increase in violence and organized crime.

Moreover, the ban on alcohol alienated a significant portion of the population who
believed that individual liberty and personal choice should prevail. Many
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Americans resented the government's interference in their private lives and
continued to consume alcohol discreetly.

The End of Prohibition

By the early 1930s, the negative consequences of Prohibition became impossible
to ignore. Government revenue plummeted, criminals grew more powerful, and
public support waned significantly.

Recognizing the need to address these issues, the 21st Amendment was ratified
in 1933, officially repealing the 18th Amendment and ending the prohibition era.
This marked the first and only time in American history that a constitutional
amendment was repealed by another amendment.

The Legacy of Prohibition

Though Prohibition failed in achieving its intended objectives, its impact on
American society cannot be overlooked. The movement contributed to the rise of
women in politics, as many women joined the temperance movement and fought
for social change. It also revealed the limits of government power and highlighted
the importance of personal freedom and individual rights.

Furthermore, Prohibition's influence can still be seen in modern alcohol
regulations. The three-tier system, separating producers, distributors, and
retailers, was established to prevent monopolies and ensure fair competition in
the alcohol industry.

Last Call: A Captivating Chapter in American History

The story of Prohibition remains a fascinating chapter in American history, filled
with tales of rebellion, innovation, and the unintended consequences of social
engineering. From the jazz-infused speakeasies to the rise of powerful gangsters,



this era captured the imagination of a nation and left an indelible mark on
American culture.

While the last call for a nation deprived of legal alcohol may have sounded long
ago, the echoes of this extraordinary period continue to reverberate through the
decades, reminding us of the complexities of human behavior and the power of
societal movements.

Prohibition: The Rise and Fall of an Ambitious Experiment

Immerse yourself in the captivating history of Prohibition, a tumultuous era that
changed the social fabric of America forever. Journey through the speakeasies,
meet the gangsters, and discover the legacy of this pivotal period in American
history. Join us as we explore the rise and fall of Prohibition, an ambitious
experiment that ultimately shaped the nation's identity.
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From its start, America has been awash in drink. The sailing vessel that brought
John Winthrop to the shores of the New World in 1630 carried more beer than
water. By the 1820s, liquor flowed so plentifully it was cheaper than tea. That
Americans would ever agree to relinquish their booze was as improbable as it
was astonishing.

Yet we did, and Last Call is Daniel Okrent’s dazzling explanation of why we did it,
what life under Prohibition was like, and how such an unprecedented degree of
government interference in the private lives of Americans changed the country
forever.

Writing with both wit and historical acuity, Okrent reveals how Prohibition marked
a confluence of diverse forces: the growing political power of the women’s
suffrage movement, which allied itself with the antiliquor campaign; the fear of
small-town, native-stock Protestants that they were losing control of their country
to the immigrants of the large cities; the anti-German sentiment stoked by World
War I; and a variety of other unlikely factors, ranging from the rise of the
automobile to the advent of the income tax.

Through it all, Americans kept drinking, going to remarkably creative lengths to
smuggle, sell, conceal, and convivially (and sometimes fatally) imbibe their
favorite intoxicants. Last Call is peopled with vivid characters of an astonishing
variety: Susan B. Anthony and Billy Sunday, William Jennings Bryan and
bootlegger Sam Bronfman, Pierre S. du Pont and H. L. Mencken, Meyer Lansky
and the incredible—if long-forgotten—federal official Mabel Walker Willebrandt,
who throughout the twenties was the most powerful woman in the country.
(Perhaps most surprising of all is Okrent’s account of Joseph P. Kennedy’s
legendary, and long-misunderstood, role in the liquor business.)



It’s a book rich with stories from nearly all parts of the country. Okrent’s narrative
runs through smoky Manhattan speakeasies, where relations between the sexes
were changed forever; California vineyards busily producing “sacramental” wine;
New England fishing communities that gave up fishing for the more lucrative rum-
running business; and in Washington, the halls of Congress itself, where
politicians who had voted for Prohibition drank openly and without apology.

Last Call is capacious, meticulous, and thrillingly told. It stands as the most
complete history of Prohibition ever written and confirms Daniel Okrent’s rank as
a major American writer.
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