
The Negro Problem: An African American
Heritage

Exploring the intricate and diverse history of African Americans reveals the
existence of what is often referred to as "The Negro Problem." This problem is
deeply rooted in the country's history and continues to pose challenges to this
community. However, a closer examination of the African American heritage
unveils an inspiring story of resilience, perseverance, and cultural richness. In this
article, we delve into the complexities of The Negro Problem and explore the
remarkable heritage it encompasses.

The Historical Context
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The origins of The Negro Problem can be traced back to the era of slavery in the
United States. Africans were brought to the country against their will and
subjected to unspeakable horrors. Slavery not only denied them their basic
human rights but also attempted to erase their heritage, culture, and history.
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Despite these oppressive conditions, African Americans managed to preserve
their cultural identity through oral traditions, music, dance, and art. Their
resilience and ability to find moments of joy amidst unimaginable suffering is a
testament to their spirit.

The Civil Rights Movement

The emergence of the Civil Rights Movement in the 1950s and 1960s marked a
turning point in the fight against The Negro Problem. Led by influential African
American leaders such as Martin Luther King Jr. and Rosa Parks, this movement
demanded equal rights and put an end to institutionalized racism.

The Civil Rights Movement not only brought attention to the ongoing struggles
faced by African Americans but also highlighted their remarkable contributions to
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society. From literature to music, sports to politics, African Americans have made
significant contributions to various fields, shattering stereotypes along the way.

Cultural Celebrations and Achievements

In recent years, there has been a resurgence of African American cultural
celebrations, such as Black History Month. This month-long observance
acknowledges and celebrates the achievements of African Americans throughout
history, shining a light on their remarkable heritage and contributions.

From influential figures like Maya Angelou and Langston Hughes in literature, to
musicians like Aretha Franklin and Louis Armstrong who defined genres, African
Americans have left an indelible mark on the fabric of American culture and
society.

Challenges and Progress

Despite the progress made in the fight against The Negro Problem, challenges
persist. African Americans continue to face disparities in areas such as education,
employment, and criminal justice. Systemic racism and discrimination still impact
their daily lives.

However, the African American community has proven time and time again that
they will not be silenced. Through activism, education, and community
engagement, they continue to work towards equality and justice. Organizations
like the NAACP and Black Lives Matter play a pivotal role in advocating for
changes needed to tackle The Negro Problem at its core.

Preserving the African American Heritage

Preserving and honoring the African American heritage is crucial in addressing
The Negro Problem. Recognizing the achievements, struggles, and contributions



of African Americans can help dismantle stereotypes and promote inclusivity.

Education plays a crucial role in this endeavor. Integrating African American
history and culture into school curricula can provide a more comprehensive
understanding of the nation's complex past and foster empathy among future
generations.

The Negro Problem represents an ongoing struggle faced by African Americans
throughout their history. However, it is imperative to recognize and celebrate the
rich heritage and remarkable accomplishments of this community. From the
darkest moments of slavery to the triumphs of the Civil Rights Movement, African
Americans have left an indelible mark on American society. By acknowledging
their contributions and working towards racial equality, we can strive towards a
future where The Negro Problem is truly resolved.

Remembering and celebrating the African American heritage is not just a duty; it
is an essential step towards building a more inclusive and equitable society.
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Here are six historic essays on the state of race relations during the
Reconstruction and early twentieth century, written from the African American
point of view. These essays show us how far race relations have progressed, and
sadly how far we have yet to go. Included are "Industrial Education for the Negro"
by Booker T. Washington, "The Talented Tenth" by W.E. Burghardt DuBois, "The
Disfranchisement of the Negro" by Charles W. Chesnutt, "The Negro and the
Law" by Wilford H. Smith, "The Characteristics of the Negro People" by H.T.
Kealing, and "Representative American Negroes" by Paul Laurence Dunbar.
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