
The Mv Hughes Glomar Explorer: The Top
Secret Mission

The Mv Hughes Glomar Explorer holds a captivating story of mystery and
intrigue, representing a true blend of science and espionage. Built in 1972 by the
eccentric billionaire Howard Hughes, this remarkable vessel was initially designed
as a deep-sea mining ship. However, it soon became involved in a secret mission
that would capture the world's attention and become the cornerstone of many
conspiracy theories. Join us as we delve into the fascinating tale of the Mv
Hughes Glomar Explorer and its top-secret mission.

A Brief History
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Commissioned by the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and codenamed Project
Azorian, the Mv Hughes Glomar Explorer was tasked with a clandestine
operation to recover a Soviet submarine lost in the Pacific Ocean depths. This
extraordinary project began in the midst of the Cold War, when tensions between
the United States and the Soviet Union were at an all-time high.
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The original plan was to raise the submarine intact from the ocean floor, a task
deemed nearly impossible due to the extreme depths involved. To achieve this
feat, the engineers behind Project Azorian developed the "Capture Vehicle", a
colossal mechanical claw capable of gripping the submerged vessel and hoisting
it to the surface.

The Glomar Explorer Sets Sail

In June 1974, the Mv Hughes Glomar Explorer set sail for its secret mission.
While posing as a civilian deep-sea mining vessel, its true intentions were
concealed from the world. The ship's crew was made up of both civilian and
military personnel, all sworn to secrecy. Under the guise of conducting mining
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operations, the ship reached the designated area in the Pacific Ocean, where the
Soviet K-129 submarine was believed to have sunk years earlier.

For several months, the crew of the Glomar Explorer worked tirelessly to execute
their unconventional operation. Hidden deep in the belly of the ship was the
"Moon Pool," a specially designed area used for the recovery process. It served
as the access point for the Capture Vehicle, which would be deployed to grasp
the submarine wreckage.

The Infamous Failure

Despite meticulous planning and groundbreaking engineering, the mission did not
go as smoothly as hoped. As the Capture Vehicle began to hoist the submarine to
the surface, a structural failure occurred, causing the front section of the K-129 to
break apart and plunge back into the depths, leaving only the stern section in the
ship's grip.

Nonetheless, the Glomar Explorer managed to retrieve a significant portion of the
submarine. Although incomplete, the valuable intelligence and technology
obtained from the salvage were considered a triumph by the CIA, confirming
suspicions regarding Soviet capabilities and strengthening American strategic
advantage.

The Fallout and Legacy

Once the news of the secret mission leaked to the press, it sparked international
intrigue and curiosity. The revelation that the United States had gone to such
lengths to recover a Soviet submarine deepened Cold War tensions and raised
numerous questions worldwide.



The subsequent investigations into the incident led to the uncovering of Project
Azorian. However, the CIA managed to keep some classified details hidden,
enhancing the aura of mystery surrounding the mission. Decades later, in 2010,
the CIA finally confirmed the existence and scope of Project Azorian.

The Mv Hughes Glomar Explorer continued to be a part of secret government
projects until 1993, when it was sold to a private company. Today, its
whereabouts and activities remain largely undisclosed.

The Enduring Symbol of Cold War Espionage

The Mv Hughes Glomar Explorer and its top-secret mission continue to captivate
and intrigue the world. It represents the audacious lengths governments may go
to obtain valuable intelligence, even at the risk of international fallout.

While the Glomar Explorer has descended into myth and secrecy, its legacy as
an enduring symbol of Cold War espionage lives on. Its enigmatic story serves as
a reminder of the complex and covert operations conducted during this
tumultuous period in history.

From overcoming engineering challenges to navigating diplomatic consequences,
the Mv Hughes Glomar Explorer and its role in Project Azorian marks an
unforgettable chapter in intelligence history, forever etched in the annals of Cold
War lore.
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  In March of 1968 a Soviet submarine was lost with all hands 16,500 feet below
the surface of the Pacific Ocean. In 1974 portions of the submarine were brought
to the surface using a covert recovery system designed specifically for the
mission. The story of the more than six years intervening is the story of Project
AZORIAN, that is, the story of the MV Hughes Glomar Explorer. This endeavor
ranks at the forefront of imaginative and bold operations. It combines immense
size and scope, advancements with technology, complex engineering and testing,
and a demanding mission scenario in an unforgiving marine environment. While
some aspects of the CIA mission remain Top Secret, recently declassified
documents allow this story to be told from its early beginnings with the loss of the
submarine, until the final days when the recovery ship sailed on her last voyage.
It also includes the development, planning, security, engineering, and execution
of the program, with the thoughts and ideas surrounding it.
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