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Tarras Eastmanrochester Studies
The realm of Jewish music has been enriched by numerous legends and
virtuosos throughout history. One can hardly overlook the influential contributions
made by two of the most prominent figures in the world of klezmer music: Naftule
Brandwein and Dave Tarras. Their unique talents and distinctive styles have left
an indelible mark on the genre, attracting enthusiasts from all walks of life.

Naftule Brandwein: A Pioneer of Klezmer

Naftule Brandwein, born in 1884 in what is modern-day Ukraine, was a renowned
clarinetist and composer. His unparalleled ability to passionately express the
complexities of klezmer music earned him the title of "the king of klezmer." His
virtuosity on the clarinet was unmatched, and he played with a spirited intensity
that captivated audiences worldwide.

Brandwein's music reflected his own journey as an immigrant and his roots in
Eastern European Jewish culture. His compositions showcased a fusion of
traditional Jewish melodies with elements of Eastern European folk music,
resulting in a distinctive style that set him apart from his contemporaries.
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The depth and intricacy of Brandwein's compositions extended beyond the
technical aspects of playing the clarinet. Each note he played seemed to convey
a narrative, evoking images of joy, sorrow, and everything in between. It was this
ability to express emotions through his music that solidified Brandwein's status as
a true pioneer of klezmer.

Dave Tarras: The Maestro of the Klezmer Clarinet

While Naftule Brandwein pioneered the world of klezmer, Dave Tarras, born in
1897 in Ukraine, emerged as a master of the clarinet in his own right. Often
referred to as "the Benny Goodman of klezmer," Tarras was known for his
flawless technique, impeccable tone, and innovative approach to improvisation.

Tarras' unique style melded elements of both traditional klezmer and early jazz,
resulting in a sound that was both nostalgic and cutting-edge. His music
resonated with audiences far beyond the Jewish community, earning him a
dedicated following from various cultural backgrounds.

One of Tarras' greatest contributions to klezmer music was his ability to fuse
traditional melodies with new arrangements. Through his collaborations with other
musicians and composers, he injected new life into the genre, pushing its
boundaries and ensuring its continued relevance in a rapidly changing world.
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The legacies of Naftule Brandwein and Dave Tarras are not only celebrated by
the masses but also academically studied. That is where the Eastman Rochester
Studies in Ethnomusicology come into play. This study program delves deep into
the history, stylistic aspects, and cultural implications of Jewish music, with a
particular focus on the contributions of Brandwein and Tarras.

Through meticulous research and analysis, the Eastman Rochester Studies aim
to preserve the musical heritage of klezmer as well as disseminate its importance
to a wider audience. The program delves into the lives of Brandwein and Tarras,
examining their compositions, influences, and techniques in great detail.

Furthermore, the Eastman Rochester Studies explore the societal impact of
klezmer music, its evolution over time, and its connections to other musical
genres. By contextualizing the music within broader historical and cultural
frameworks, the program expands our understanding of the genre's significance
in Jewish and world music traditions.

A Timeless Treasure

Naftule Brandwein and Dave Tarras may have passed away decades ago, but
their musical legacies continue to thrive. Their compositions and performances
have weathered the test of time, inspiring countless new generations of
musicians and listeners along the way.

What made Brandwein and Tarras extraordinary was their ability to capture the
essence of klezmer music and infuse it with their own unique voices. Their
dedication to their craft and their unwavering passion left an indelible mark on
Jewish music, forever etching their names in the annals of cultural history.

Today, thanks to the Eastman Rochester Studies in Ethnomusicology, enthusiasts
have the opportunity to dive into the depths of Brandwein's and Tarras' artistry.



Through rigorous academic exploration, these studies aim to ensure that the
invaluable contributions of these iconic figures are never forgotten.

The music of Naftule Brandwein and Dave Tarras continues to enchant, captivate,
and unite people from all corners of the globe. Their emotive melodies and
compelling harmonies serve as a testament to the resiliency and universality of
Jewish music, reminding us of the power of music to transcend borders,
languages, and generations.
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Since the 1970s, klezmer music has become one of the most popular world
music genres, at the same time influencing musical styles as diverse as indie
rock, avant-garde jazz, and contemporary art music. Klezmer is the celebratory
instrumental music that developed in the Jewish communities of eastern Europe
over the course of centuries and was performed especially at weddings. Brought
to North America in the immigration wave in the late nineteenth century, klezmer
thrived and developed in the Yiddish-speaking communities of New York and
other cities during the period 1880-1950.
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No two musicians represent New York klezmer more than clarinetists Naftule
Brandwein (1884-1963)and Dave Tarras (1897-1989). Born in eastern Europe to
respected klezmer families, both musicians had successful careers as performers
and recording artists in New York. Their legacy has had an enduring impact and
helped to spurthe revival of klezmer since the 1970s.

Using their iconic recordings as a case study, New York Klezmer in the Early
Twentieth Century looks at the inner workings of klezmer dance music, from its
compositional aspects to the minutiae of style. Making use of historical and
ethnographic sources, the book places the music within a larger social and
cultural context stretching from eastern Europe of the nineteenth century to the
United Statesof the present.

JOEL E. RUBIN is Associate Professor of Music at the University of Virginia and
an acclaimed performer of traditional klezmer music.
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