
The Mongols in Iran: Chingiz Khan to Uljaytu
(1220-1309)
The Mongol Empire, led by Chingiz Khan, was a formidable force that swept
across Eurasia during the 13th century. Iran, being a significant region in the
Middle East, was also affected by the Mongol conquest. From 1220 to 1309, the
Mongols ruled over Iran, leaving a lasting impact on its history, culture, and
architecture.

The Rise of the Mongols

Before delving into the Mongol rule in Iran, it is important to understand the rise of
the Mongols and their conquests. Chingiz Khan, a charismatic and strategic
leader, united various Mongol tribes and began expanding his empire. With a
swift and ruthless military strategy, the Mongols conquered vast territories,
including Iran.

The Mongol Conquest of Iran

In 1220, the Mongols led by Chingiz Khan invaded Iran. The mighty cities of
Bukhara, Samarkand, and Nishapur fell to the Mongols' superior tactics and
military strength. The once-great Seljuk Empire, which ruled over Iran, was
weakened by internal conflicts, making it easier for the Mongols to take control.
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The Mongol Rule in Iran

The Mongols, with their nomadic roots, faced some challenges in governing the
settled societies of Iran. However, they adapted to the local cultures and
established an effective administrative system. They allowed religious freedom
and respected the diversity of the Iranian population. Under the Mongol rule, Iran
experienced relative stability and economic growth. Trade routes flourished,
connecting Asia and Europe, and Iranian cities became centers of commerce and
culture.

The Mongol Influence

The Mongols not only left a political imprint on Iran but also influenced its culture
and architecture. They introduced new artistic styles and techniques, blending
Mongol and Iranian traditions. This fusion can be seen in the beautiful Mosques,
palaces, and mausoleums they constructed. Notable examples include the
Mongol Il-Khanate's capital of Tabriz. The Mongols also patronized Persian
artists, poets, and scholars, contributing to a flourishing intellectual climate in
Iran.

The End of Mongol Rule: Uljaytu's Legacy
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The Mongol rule in Iran gradually weakened after the death of Chingiz Khan. The
Il-Khanate faced challenges from regional rebellions and external threats.
However, Uljaytu, a Mongol leader who ruled from 1304 to 1316, left a significant
impact. He embraced Islam and promoted Persian culture, fostering a sense of
unity among the diverse population. Uljaytu's reign marked the beginning of the
end of Mongol rule in Iran, as subsequent dynasties rose to power.

The Mongols' presence in Iran from 1220 to 1309 had a profound influence on
the country's history. The Mongol conquests brought both devastation and
cultural exchange, shaping the future of Iran. While their rule had its challenges, it
also contributed to the economic and cultural prosperity of the region. The
Mongols left a lasting legacy that can still be observed in Iran's architecture, art,
and cultural traditions.
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This book explores the administration of Iran under Mongol rule through taxation
and monetary policy. A consistent development is evident only from abundant
numismatic material, from the conquest of Samarqand by Chingiz Khan to the
reign of the penultimate ruler, Uljaytu. In many cases, the individuals responsible
for initiating and conducting the policies can be identified from the histories or
remarks of the mint master. The structure of the empire is clearly demarcated by
mint production, coin styles and type of metal. This illuminates many controversial
historical points such as the meaning and function of an Il-khan and the
establishment of the Toluid dynasty under Hulagu. The Mongols broke the crust
of an inflexible and archaic Islamic monetary tradition that had hampered
economic development by encouraging extensive trade and the sciences
(especially astronomy and higher mathematics) through determined and always
pragmatic programmes.
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