The Howe Brothers And The American
Revolution: Unveiling Their Role in Shaping
History

When we delve into the history of the American Revolution, several names come
to our mind: George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin.
However, there is a sibling duo whose contributions often remain overlooked —
the Howe Brothers. These remarkable brothers, born into a prominent British
family, played a significant role in the conflict that shaped the birth of a new
nation. Join us on this captivating journey as we explore the history of the Howe

Brothers and their influence during the American Revolution.

The Rise of the Howe Brothers

Richard Howe and William Howe, better known as Admiral Howe and General
Howe, were born into a family with a prestigious military background. Their father,
Emanuel Howe, was a well-respected British naval officer, and their brother

George Augustus Howe also served in the military.

From an early age, the Howe brothers displayed exceptional skills and strategic
thinking. Richard Howe entered the Royal Navy, following in his father's footsteps,

while William Howe joined the army, aiming to make his mark on the battlefield.
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The American Revolution: A Turning Point

The American Revolution erupted in the late 18th century, fueled by a growing
resentment towards British rule. The colonies sought freedom and independence,

leading to a clash that would forever alter the course of history.

As tensions mounted, the Howe brothers were appointed to influential positions
within the British army and navy, marking the beginning of their involvement in the
American conflict. Admiral Richard Howe, known for his diplomatic skills, was
tasked with negotiating with the rebellious colonies. Meanwhile, General William
Howe commanded British troops on the ground, making strategic decisions and

engaging in fierce battles.

Battles and Alliances: The Howe Brothers' Impact

General William Howe's military campaigns showcased his exceptional
leadership. He successfully led British troops in the Battle of Bunker Hill and the
subsequent capture of Boston. His tactical brilliance and ability to adapt to
changing circumstances earned him a reputation as one of the most formidable

military minds of the time.
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On the other hand, Admiral Richard Howe's efforts to negotiate a peaceful
resolution were met with limited success. Despite his sincere attempts to
reconcile with the colonies, the Continental Congress remained firm in its pursuit

of independence.

However, it was the Howe brothers' involvement during the Battle of Long Island
that truly demonstrated their impact. In August 1776, General William Howe led
British forces in a decisive victory, seizing control of New York and forcing
General George Washington's troops to retreat. This victory marked a turning

point in the war and provided the British with a significant advantage.

As the conflict progressed, the Howe brothers faced new challenges and
encountered notable figures in American history. They crossed paths with the
likes of Benjamin Franklin and John Adams, engaging in discussions and

negotiations that shaped the course of the revolution.

The Aftermath and Legacy

Despite their initial successes, the Howe brothers' command faced criticism and
debate within the British establishment. Questions were raised about their
strategies, particularly General William Howe's decision not to pursue a more

aggressive approach after the Battle of Long Island.

In 1778, both Richard and William Howe resigned from their military positions.
Admiral Richard Howe returned to England and continued his naval career, while
General William Howe returned as a hero and received a warm reception from

King George lIl.

The legacy of the Howe brothers in the American Revolution is a complex one.
Their contributions, both on the battlefield and in diplomatic negotiations, had a

lasting impact. Despite their allegiance to the British crown, their understanding



and respect for the American cause laid the groundwork for future relations

between the two nations.

Today, the Howe brothers' story remains a vital part of American history, providing
us with a deeper understanding of the complexities and intricacies of the

revolution. Their role in shaping the birth of a nation should not be overlooked.

The Howe brothers, Admiral Richard Howe and General William Howe, were key
figures during the American Revolution. Their strategic decisions, military
accomplishments, and diplomatic efforts played a significant role in shaping the

outcome of the conflict and the formation of the United States of America.

As we continue to explore the rich tapestry of the American Revolution, let us not
forget the contribution of these remarkable siblings. Their individual legacies and
collective impact deserve recognition, as they navigated the treacherous waters

of war and diplomacy, leaving an indelible mark on history.
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By focusing on the Howe brothers, their political connections, their relationships
with the British ministry, their attitude toward the Revolution, and their military
activities in America, Gruber answers the frequently asked question of why the
British failed to end the American Revolution in its early years. This book
supersedes earlier studies because of its broader research and because it
elucidates the complex personal interplay between Whitehall and its

commanders.
Originally published in 1974.

A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in

digital technology to make available again books from our distinguished backlist

that were previously out of print. These editions are published unaltered from the
original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers

both historical and cultural value.
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