
The History Of Commercial Fishing: One of
the Most Dangerous Jobs

Commercial fishing has a long history that dates back thousands of years. It has
been an integral part of human civilization, providing sustenance and economic
opportunities to countless communities around the world. However, while it may
seem like a simple job, commercial fishing has also gained notoriety for being
one of the most dangerous occupations.

The Early Days

Before modern technologies and equipment, commercial fishing relied heavily on
simple tools and techniques. Many early civilizations engaged in fishing as a
means of survival, using primitive nets, traps, and hooks to catch fish. This
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involved venturing out to sea in small boats, braving the elements and risking
their lives in pursuit of a bountiful catch.
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The Industrial Revolution

The industrial revolution brought significant advancements to the fishing industry.
With the invention of steam engines, boats were able to travel greater distances
and reach deeper waters. This opened up new opportunities for fishermen to
explore untapped fishing grounds. However, with these advancements came new
risks and challenges.

As fishing vessels grew larger, the risks associated with the occupation also
increased. Storms and rough seas became even more treacherous, putting the
lives of fishermen at greater peril. Inadequate safety measures and equipment
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made each trip out to sea a gamble, with the constant threat of accidents,
injuries, and even death looming.

Modern Challenges

In the modern era, commercial fishing remains a dangerous profession despite
numerous safety regulations. The nature of the job, which involves working in
harsh weather conditions, handling heavy equipment, and battling unpredictable
seas, still poses significant risks.

Long working hours, lack of sleep, and physical exhaustion are common among
fishermen, leading to an increased likelihood of accidents. The presence of heavy
machinery, such as winches and nets, can also result in serious injuries if not
handled with caution.

Deadliest Waters

While commercial fishing is dangerous worldwide, certain regions are notorious
for their perilous conditions. The Bering Sea, off the coast of Alaska, is
considered one of the deadliest fishing grounds. Harsh weather, treacherous
waves, and extreme temperatures make it a challenging environment for
fishermen.

Other dangerous fishing regions include the North Atlantic, where violent storms
and heavy swells are common, and the Southern Ocean, known for its strong
currents and icy waters. Fishermen in these areas face constant uncertainty, with
each haul potentially being their last.

Steps Towards Safety

Recognizing the inherent dangers of commercial fishing, efforts have been made
to improve safety measures. Many countries enforce strict regulations that require



fishermen to undergo training, carry appropriate safety gear, and adhere to
specific protocols when at sea.

Technological advancements also play a role in enhancing safety. GPS
navigation systems, on-board communication devices, and weather forecasting
tools allow fishermen to make more informed decisions and navigate hazardous
conditions with greater caution. However, the risks of the job can never be
completely eliminated.

The history of commercial fishing is a tale of bravery, perseverance, and sacrifice.
From the early days of simple tools to the modern era of advanced technology,
the occupation continues to be one of the most dangerous jobs in the world.

Despite the risks, commercial fishing remains a vital industry that supports
communities and economies worldwide. It is a testament to the indomitable
human spirit, as fishermen brave the unpredictable seas in their quest for
sustenance and livelihood.
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This is the story of Britain's commercial fishermen, who have sailed out into the
ravages of the surrounding seas to bring back the fish to feed their country for
centuries. Theirs is one of history's most dangerous jobs, and whole communities
have been affected by disasters from which a number of the town's men may not
have returned: in 1872 some 129 fishermen were lost in one night alone. Loss of
life in the industry was caused by a number of factors: extreme weather
conditions, lack of emergency support, and, perhaps most crucially, most couldn't
swim. Today commercial fishing is still one of the most perilous occupations in the
country, claiming the lives of the fishermen and consuming those of the families
left behind. Thus it is clear how poignant this history is to the occupation.
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