
The Hanging On Union Square - A Haunting
Tale of New York City's Past

Union Square, one of New York City's most bustling neighborhoods today, holds a
dark secret from its past. Tucked between the vibrant shops and restaurants lies
a haunting tale that has intrigued locals and visitors alike for decades. The
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Hanging On Union Square is a story filled with mystery, scandal, and the
whispers of restless souls.

Step back in time to the 19th century, a period when New York City was rapidly
growing and developing. Union Square, then known as a gathering place for
political rallies and public gatherings, became the stage for a chilling event that
shocked the city.
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In the early morning of July 7, 1860, a gruesome discovery sent shockwaves
through Union Square. A body, hanging from a lamppost, was found by a horrified
passerby. The body belonged to Albert Hicks, a notorious pirate and gang leader
known for his vicious crimes.

The macabre scene attracted a large crowd, with curious onlookers desperate to
catch a glimpse of the spectacle. News spread like wildfire, as rumors of Hicks'
crimes circulated amongst the crowd. The atmosphere was electric with
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anticipation as people flocked to Union Square to witness the aftermath of a
criminal's demise.

Hicks' life was a web of criminal activities, ranging from piracy to murder. He was
infamous for his involvement in various illegal operations along the Hudson River,
preying on unsuspecting ships and mercilessly attacking their crews. The
Hanging On Union Square served as a chilling reminder of the city's dark
underbelly.

The authorities, overwhelmed by the magnitude of the crime, launched an
extensive investigation into Hicks' associates and crimes. The streets of New
York City were buzzing with rumors and theories about his gang's involvement in
countless acts of violence.

As the investigations unfolded, more secrets came to light. The Hanging On
Union Square was no longer just an isolated incident but a symptom of a criminal
network that extended far beyond the borders of the city. Albert Hicks became a
symbol of fear and malevolence, capturing the imagination of the public.

Years later, the lamppost which bore witness to Hicks' execution still stands tall in
Union Square, a grim reminder of the city's dark past. Visitors to the
neighborhood can't help but feel a sense of unease when passing by, as if the
spirit of Hicks and his victims still lingers in the air.

The Hanging On Union Square has inspired numerous works of literature, art,
and even music. The tale continues to be a source of fascination for those who
seek to uncover the truth behind the crimes and the eerie events that transpired
that fateful day.



Today, Union Square thrives as a vibrant cultural hub, but the echoes of its
haunted past remain. The Hanging On Union Square has become an integral part
of the neighborhood's lore, a reminder that beneath the surface of any bustling
metropolis lies a history that may never be fully erased.

So next time you find yourself strolling through the bustling streets of Union
Square, take a moment to reflect on the chilling events that unfolded there. The
Hanging On Union Square is a tale that will continue to intrigue and haunt those
who dare to delve into the dark recesses of New York City's past.
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A subversively comic, genre-bending satire of bourgeois life by an essential
Chinese American voice

A Penguin Classic

It's Depression-era New York, and Mr. Nut, an oblivious American everyman,
wants to strike it rich, even if at the moment he's unemployed, with no job
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prospects in sight. Over the course of a single night, in a narrative that unfolds
hour by hour, he meets a cast of strange characters—disgruntled workers at a
Communist cafeteria, lecherous old men, sexually exploited women, pesky
authors—who eventually convince him to cast off his bourgeois aspirations for
upward mobility and become a radical activist. Absurdist, inventive, and suffused
with revolutionary fervor, and culminating in a dramatic face-off against capitalist
power in the figure of the greedy businessman Mr. System, The Hanging on
Union Square is a work of blazing wit and originality. More than eighty years after
it was self-published, having been rejected by dozens of baffled publishers, it has
become a classic of Asian American literature—a satirical send-up of class
politics and capitalism and a shout of populist rage that still resonates today.

Celebrate Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) Heritage Month with these
three Penguin Classics:
 
America Is in the Heart by Carlos Bulosan (9780143134039)
East Goes West by Younghill Kang (9780143134305)
The Hanging on Union Square by H. T. Tsiang (9780143134022)
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