
The Flag Was Still There - Unveiling the
Symbol of Resilience and Unity

In times of hardship and adversity, symbols of hope and unity become all the
more important in bringing people together. One such symbol that embodies the
resilience and strength of a nation is the American flag. Regardless of the
challenges faced, the flag serves as a reminder of the indomitable spirit of the
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American people. In this article, we will delve into the significance of the flag and
explore the stories behind it that make it a beacon of hope and unity.

The Birth of the Flag

The origins of the American flag can be traced back to the American
Revolutionary War. On June 14, 1777, the Continental Congress passed a
resolution stating that "the flag of the United States be thirteen stripes, alternate
red and white; that the union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a
new constellation." This marked the birth of the flag we know today.
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A Symbol of Freedom and Pride

The American flag stands as a powerful symbol of freedom and pride. It
represents the ideals and principles upon which the nation was built. For millions
of Americans, the flag is a source of inspiration, reminding them of the sacrifices
made by countless individuals to protect and preserve the freedoms they enjoy
today.

Flag Etiquette and Respect
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While the American flag is a revered symbol, it is important to understand and
follow proper flag etiquette. Displaying the flag correctly and treating it with
respect is essential. The flag should never touch the ground, be used for
advertising purposes, or be flown upside down, except in cases of extreme
distress. By honoring the flag, we show our respect for the values it represents.

The Flag's Role in National Tragedies

In times of national tragedy, the American flag often becomes a symbol of unity.
After the devastating terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, it was the flag that
people turned to for comfort and solace. Images of the flag flying proudly amidst
the rubble of the World Trade Center became an iconic representation of
America's resilience in the face of adversity.

Flag Preservation and Maintenance

Preserving the integrity of the flag is crucial in upholding its status as a symbol of
hope and unity. Regular inspection and maintenance, including proper cleaning
and repair, ensure that the flag remains in pristine condition. Special care must be
taken to protect the flag from harsh weather conditions and wear.

The American flag stands as a symbol of resilience, unity, and pride. It represents
the values and aspirations of a nation that has faced numerous challenges
throughout its history. By understanding the significance of the flag and honoring
it with respect, we can continue to uphold the principles that make America great.
Let the flag be a constant reminder that no matter what hardships we face, the
spirit of a united nation will always prevail.
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The Flag Was Still There is the story of one combat infantry soldier’s Tour of Duty
in the Vietnam War between September 14, 1970, and September 13, 1971.
LeBron Matthews was initially assigned to Company A, 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry
Regiment (Red Warriors) of the 4th Infantry Division. Six weeks later, he was
reassigned to Company C, 3rd Battalion, 187th Infantry Regiment (Rakkasans) of
the 101st Airborne Division.

This book chronicles the daily existence of grunts living together in the bush for
weeks at a time, where daily boredom was only interrupted by moments of sheer
terror, especially during Dewey Canyon II/Lam Son 719, as Charlie Company
encountered the North Vietnam Army in the mountain jungles and elephant grass
of I Corps. The American soldiers who fought and died in this combat were
ordinary American kids, most in their late teens and early twenties. Some
volunteered: others were drafted into military service. All answered their country’s
call and performed their duty in a time when their country failed to support them.

In The Flag Was Still There, LeBron covers his experience from “winning” the
lottery to life after Vietnam.
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