
The Fearless Navy Seawolves: The Heroes of
Vietnam War

The Vietnam War witnessed countless acts of heroism, but few can compare to
the bravery and dedication displayed by the Navy Seawolves. These fearless
warriors took on perilous missions in the skies, lending crucial air support to
ground troops during the intense conflict. In this article, we will delve into the
fascinating world of the Navy Seawolves, exploring their history, roles, and the
undeniable impact they had in the Vietnam War.

The Birth of the Navy Seawolves
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The Navy Seawolves, officially known as Helicopter Attack Light Squadron Three
(HAL-3),was established in response to the increasing need for specialized
helicopter support in Vietnam. Formed in 1966, this unique squadron brought
together both Navy and Army personnel who were experts in aerial warfare.
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Equipped with heavily armed UH-1B Huey helicopters, the Navy Seawolves
quickly gained a reputation for their unmatched courage and resilience. These
helicopters were modified with additional armor and firepower to enhance their
combat capabilities. Armed with rocket and machine gun pods, the Seawolves
were a formidable force that struck fear into enemy hearts.

Mission and Roles

The primary mission of the Navy Seawolves was to provide close air support to
the United States Navy's brown water forces, including the River Patrol Force and
the Mobile Riverine Force. They engaged in combat reconnaissance, medical
evacuations, and transport of troops and supplies.
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One of the Seawolves' notable roles was the prevention of enemy reinforcements
and resupply by patrolling the rivers and canals that snaked through the hostile
Vietnamese landscape. They conducted search and destroy missions, spotted
enemy positions, and provided critical intelligence to ground troops. With their
superior maneuverability, the Seawolves could quickly respond to any situation,
making them an invaluable asset on the battlefield.

Bravery Amidst Adversity

The Vietnam War was known for its harsh conditions and fierce enemy
resistance. Navy Seawolves faced constant danger as they flew low and slow
over enemy territory, exposing themselves to intense anti-aircraft fire and
ambushes. However, their unwavering commitment to their mission and each
other drove them to push beyond these barriers.

Despite the odds stacked against them, the Seawolves succeeded in inspiring
awe and respect within the military community. Their daring rescues of downed
pilots and wounded soldiers, often under heavy fire, showcased their exceptional
bravery and selflessness.

Legacy and Recognition

The Navy Seawolves played a crucial role in turning the tide of the Vietnam War.
Their relentless pursuit of victory earned them many honors, including numerous
Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medals, the Vietnamese Cross of
Gallantry, and the Presidential Unit Citation.

However, the true legacy of the Navy Seawolves lies in the lives they saved and
the impact they had on those who served alongside them. Their unwavering
determination and exemplary teamwork continue to inspire generations of military
personnel.



The Navy Seawolves, with their indomitable spirit and unwavering commitment,
deserve to be celebrated as true heroes of the Vietnam War. Their daring exploits
and selfless acts of bravery stand as a testament to the resilience of the human
spirit in the face of adversity. Today, we salute these fearless warriors for their
sacrifices, and we will forever remember them as the fearless Navy Seawolves.
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There were no dry runs for Seawolves in Vietnam.
They put their lives on the line—every time.

In the Viet Cong-infested Mekong Delta, where small SEAL teams were
alwaysoutgunned and outnumbered, discovery brought swift, deadly
consequences— and a radio call for backup from the United States Navy’s very
best: the Seawolves. The whir of approaching rotor blades signaled their arrival
as they tore through the jungle at treetop level, gunners hanging off the skids,
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shooting M-60s, raining down their lethal mix of high explosives and incendiary
death.

Seawolf Dan Kelly describes the origins of this extraordinary outfit. Put through a
training program unlike any other, these men emerged to perform unparalleled
feats of courage. The stories of these elite warriors capture America’s real heroes
in all their guts and glory, and demonstrate why the Seawolves are known as the
most successful and most decorated unit in the Vietnam War.
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