
The Fascinating History of the Aden
Protectorate Levies (1927-1961) and the
Federal Regular Army Of
The history of the Aden Protectorate Levies and the Federal Regular Army of
Aden is captivating and goes back to the early 20th century. These forces played
a crucial role in the turbulent times of Aden's history, from 1927 to 1961. This
article will take you on a journey through time, exploring the origins,
accomplishments, and challenges faced by these military bodies that have left an
indelible mark on the region.

Origins and Establishment of the Aden Protectorate Levies

The Aden Protectorate Levies had their beginnings in 1927 when the British
recognized the need for a well-trained local force to maintain peace and stability
in the Aden Protectorate. This force encompassed various tribes within the
protectorate and was initially responsible for maintaining law and order.

The Levies rapidly expanded, attracting recruits from different tribal backgrounds.
They developed a reputation for their uncompromising dedication, loyalty, and
versatility. Over time, their roles grew to include conducting patrols, protecting
vital infrastructure, and suppressing rebellion.
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The Levies' Role in World War II

During World War II, the Aden Protectorate Levies played a critical role in
defending the region against Axis forces. The Levies provided invaluable
intelligence, assisted the British Army, and contributed to the overall war effort.
Their bravery and commitment in the face of adversity earned them widespread
respect and admiration.

Many members of the Levies also participated in major military campaigns
outside their homeland, such as the East Africa Campaign, Burma Campaign,
and North African Campaign. Their contributions on these battlefields showcased
their military prowess and reinforced their reputation as a force to be reckoned
with.

Transition to the Federal Regular Army

In 1961, as the winds of change began to sweep through the region, the Aden
Protectorate Levies transitioned into the Federal Regular Army of Aden. This
transition aimed to modernize and consolidate the military forces in Aden under a
unified command structure.

The Federal Regular Army underwent extensive training, drawing upon its Levies'
heritage and expertise. Their modernization efforts granted them enhanced
capabilities, including mechanized infantry, artillery, and armored forces.

The Federal Regular Army's Contributions and Challenges
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The Federal Regular Army of Aden faced numerous challenges in its quest to
maintain peace and stability in the region. Escalating tensions, political shifts, and
militant activities posed a continuous threat.

One of the Federal Regular Army's notable achievements occurred during the
Aden Emergency of 1963-1967, a period marked by insurgency and unrest. The
Army successfully countered armed rebellions and maintained control over the
tumultuous situation.

However, despite its notable accomplishments, the Federal Regular Army also
faced criticism and challenges due to its involvement in suppressing dissent and
allegations of human rights violations. These challenges further exacerbated the
complex dynamics within the region.

Legacy and Impact

The Aden Protectorate Levies and the Federal Regular Army played an integral
role in shaping the region's history. They navigated through numerous conflicts,
upheld law and order, and protected the interests of the British Empire.

While the Federal Regular Army of today has evolved significantly since its
inception, the legacy of the Aden Protectorate Levies serves as a reminder of the
military forces that once safeguarded the region.

The history of the Aden Protectorate Levies and the Federal Regular Army of
Aden showcases the resilience, bravery, and adaptability of the generations of
soldiers who served in these forces. Their contributions during times of conflict
and turmoil shaped the region's history and left a lasting impact.

As we reflect upon this significant era in Aden's military history, it is crucial to
acknowledge the complexities and diverse perspectives surrounding their actions.



By understanding the past, we can gain valuable insights for the present and
future, fostering a more inclusive and harmonious society in Aden and beyond.
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The Gaysh tells the story of the emergence of an army following early attempts to
protect the trade routes in and through Aden. From the first commercial treaty
with the Abdali Sultan in 1802, various efforts were made to avoid looting, leading
to the annexing of Aden Port by the East India Company in 1839. It was not until
the Turks threatened to invade in the First World War that a regular army unit was
formed. The 1st Yemen Infantry did not see action, and there was a move, on
financial grounds, to disband it in 1928. Because a need remained, the decision
was taken to replace its policing role by airpower, supported by a small force of
levies to defend the bases, including a camel corps.

The book takes that story on, chronologically, through the Aden Protectorate
Levies' growing strength and its relationship with the British Government and its
policies. It includes its part in the Silver Jubilee celebration parade in 1935, pre-
1939 military operations, its role in WWII, its involvement in the evacuation of the
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Jews following the Arab/Jewish riots in Crater in 1947, and on to the creation of
the Federation and the withdrawal of the British Army in 1967.
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