
The Falconara Family Odyssey: A Remarkable
Journey of Love and Resilience

When we think about family, we often envision a group of people bound by blood
and shared experiences, facing life's challenges together. The Falconara family,
led by matriarch Rose Musacchio Higdon, embodies the true essence of love,
resilience, and unwavering commitment to one another. Their journey, filled with
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triumphs and tribulations, paints a picture of courage, strength, and the power of
family ties.

A Tale of Triumph Over Adversity

The Falconara family's story begins in the small Italian village of Falconara
Albanese, where Rose Musacchio Higdon's ancestors have lived for generations.
In search of a better life, Rose's great-grandparents made the courageous
decision to immigrate to the United States in the early 1900s.
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Arriving in America with little more than hope in their hearts, the Falconara family
faced numerous trials and tribulations. From overcoming language barriers to
navigating the unfamiliar landscape of a new country, their journey was far from
easy. However, through sheer determination and an unwavering belief in the
power of family, they carved out a life for themselves in their new home.

The Bonds That Transcend Generations
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As the years passed, the Falconara family flourished in America, establishing a
thriving community of loved ones who supported and uplifted one another. From
Rose's grandparents to her parents and now her own children and grandchildren,
the bonds that tie them together have only grown stronger with each passing
generation.

Through joyful celebrations and heart-wrenching moments of grief, the Falconara
family has remained a tight-knit unit, always ready to offer love, support, and
guidance. Their story serves as a reminder that the love we share with our family
is a beacon of light in even the darkest of times.

A Legacy of Love and Service

One of the most remarkable aspects of the Falconara family's journey is their
commitment to giving back to their community. Rose Musacchio Higdon, an
accomplished philanthropist and advocate, has dedicated her life to making a
positive impact on others. Through her charitable endeavors and unwavering
determination, she has inspired countless individuals to follow their dreams and
make a difference in the world.

From establishing educational scholarships to supporting organizations that strive
to improve the lives of underprivileged individuals, Rose has turned her family's
journey into a beacon of hope and inspiration for others. Her passion for creating
a better world has not only touched the lives of those in her community but has
also left an indelible mark on the Falconara family's legacy.

The Power of Resilience

Throughout their odyssey, the Falconara family has faced numerous challenges,
both personal and collective. From economic hardships to health crises, they
have weathered storms that would have broken the spirit of many. However, it is



their resilience, their unwavering determination to overcome, that has allowed
them to emerge stronger than ever.

Their story serves as a reminder that no matter how difficult the journey may
seem, love, unity, and resilience can bridge the gap between dreams and reality.
The Falconara family's odyssey is a testament to the human spirit's power and
the countless miracles that can unfold when we stand together, hand in hand.

The Legacy Continues

As the Falconara family continues their remarkable journey, their story will
undoubtedly inspire future generations to embrace the power of love, resilience,
and the unbreakable bonds of family. Through their triumphs and hardships, they
have created a legacy that will be cherished for years to come.

So let their tale be a reminder to us all – that in the face of adversity, we can find
strength in love, hope in unity, and forge a path towards a better tomorrow.
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Many generations ago, seven families fled Albania to escape a Turkish invasion.
These were royal families and they feared their conquerors would follow.
The seven families sailed around the boot of Italy and up that country's western
coast. Beaching their boat, they began life in a new land.
Then one day, they looked to sea and spotted Turkish sails. Fearful, the seven
families moved further into the hills until they came to a large rock. Circling over
the rock was a falcon, so they named their town Falconara and built their church
upon the rock.
Growing up on the south side of Chicago, Rose Musacchio heard her mother tell
the tale of the seven families and how they founded a tiny mountain town in
southern Italy. But when did this migration occur? And was she, as her mother
suggested, descended from royalty? The tale seemed preposterous, particularly
given the poverty in Falconara that her parents had fled when they came to
America early in the 20th century.
Yet how could she deny that the language her Ma and Pa spoke in the home (as
did she) was not Italian; it was Arberesh, an Albanian dialect.
Rose's college history professor suggested Falconara had been settled in the
15th century, but how could a people maintain their language and culture for 500
years? Impossible, or at least improbable. Rose finally decided to find out with the
help of her journalist husband, setting out on a twelve-year voyage to uncover the
truth behind the family legend.
She learned about her father's grandfather Agosto, who gambled away the family
lands. And her mother's dashing father Chico, who had his way with women. And
a fearsome warrior named Scanderbeg. And her ancestors who commuted
across oceans seeking a better life. Finally, what about the mysterious country
from which came those ancestors came? Albania had been closed for decades to
American historians and tourists. Only when the Iron Curtain fell was she finally
permitted to visit Albania and learn both the beginning and ending of her own
family history.



Rose Musacchio Higdon's book, "Falconara" (written in collaboration with her
husband, Hal) tells the story of this family odyssey. It is a gripping tale, even more
amazing because it is true.
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