
The Extraordinary Legacy of Under Sail
Adventurer Felix Riesenberg
Imagine embarking on a thrilling journey across the vast oceans, feeling the wind
in your hair as you navigate through towering waves, breathing in the salty air
that fills your lungs with a sense of freedom. This was the extraordinary life of
Felix Riesenberg, a man who embraced the challenges of the sea and left an
indelible mark on maritime history.

From an early age, Felix Riesenberg was captivated by the majesty of the ocean.
Born in Hoboken, New Jersey in 1879, Riesenberg's fascination with all things
nautical began to take shape during his childhood spent near the bustling ports
and shipyards of the Hudson River.

Riesenberg's imagination was further fueled by tales of legendary adventurers
like Christopher Columbus and Sir Francis Drake. As a young boy, he would
spend countless hours poring over books about their daring exploits, dreaming of
a life filled with thrilling escapades under sail.
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At the age of 17, Riesenberg made his first foray into the world of sailing by
joining the crew of the renowned whaling ship, the Charles W. Morgan. This
experience opened his eyes to the wonders of the sea and ignited a passion that
would define the rest of his life.

Driven by an insatiable thirst for knowledge, Riesenberg dedicated himself to
learning the intricacies of seamanship. He devoured literature on subjects ranging
from navigation to meteorology, and quickly earned a reputation for his expertise
in these fields.

His relentless pursuit of knowledge led Riesenberg to write several influential
books on maritime history and sailing techniques, including his most famous
work, "Under Sail in the Last of the Clippers." This book became an instant
classic, capturing the hearts and minds of sea enthusiasts around the world.

Riesenberg's writing not only showcased his deep understanding of the art of
sailing, but also provided valuable insights into the challenges and triumphs faced
by mariners throughout history. His vivid descriptions brought to life the thrill of
battling treacherous storms, the camaraderie shared by sailors, and the sheer
awe-inspiring beauty of the open sea.

While Riesenberg's accomplishments as an author are remarkable, it was his
adventurous spirit that truly set him apart. Over the course of his life, Riesenberg
embarked on several daring voyages, testing the limits of his nautical skills and
pushing the boundaries of what was deemed possible.
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One of his most notable expeditions took place in 1928, when Riesenberg set sail
on the tiny 37-foot yawl, Wander Bird. With nothing but sheer determination and
an unwavering belief in his abilities, Riesenberg embarked on a solo journey
across the Atlantic Ocean.

The daring feat captured the world's attention, with newspapers running
sensational headlines like "One Man's Battle Against the Power of the Sea" and
"A Modern-Day Odysseus Triumphs over the Atlantic." Riesenberg's courageous
endeavor not only solidified his place in sailing history but also inspired countless
others to chase their own dreams of a life lived under sail.

Throughout his illustrious career, Felix Riesenberg became known as a true
ambassador for the sailing community. He used his platform to advocate for
improved safety measures at sea and played a pivotal role in the development of
important navigational instruments.

But perhaps the most lasting legacy of Felix Riesenberg is the inspiration he
continues to provide to aspiring sailors and adventurers. His unwavering spirit,
combined with his deep respect for the sea, serves as a reminder that there is
magic and wonder to be found in the world's oceans.

So the next time you find yourself dreaming of a life under sail, remember the
remarkable story of Felix Riesenberg. Let his legacy ignite your passion, and set
your course towards the vast horizon, where adventure awaits.
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On our precious globe, oceans spill their majestic waters across 70% of the
Earth’s surface. Over the continents, land untainted by the presence of man is
becoming ever more elusive and scarce.

One area that almost retains its pristine, unspoiled look is Patagonia in South
America.

This sparsely populated region is located at the southern end of South America
and displays itself across the vast lands of Argentina and Chile. As a whole it
comprises of the southern section of the Andes mountains as well as the deserts,
pampas and grasslands east of this. Patagonia has two coasts: to the west it
faces the Pacific Ocean and to the east the Atlantic Ocean.

The Colorado and Barrancas rivers, which run from the Andes to the Atlantic, are
commonly considered the northern limit of Argentine Patagonia. For Chilean
Patagonia it is at Reloncaví Estuary. The archipelago of Tierra del Fuego marks
its abrupt southern frontier and the famed end of the world.

The name Patagonia comes from the word patagón, which was used by the
Spanish explorer Magellan in 1520 to describe the native people that his
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expedition thought to be giants. He called them Patagons and, we think now, they
were from the Tehuelche people, who tended to be taller than Europeans of the
time.

Patagonia encompasses some one million square kilometers and is home to a
rich and diverse landscape of plants, fauna and wildlife. It is a spectacular
wilderness full of life and full of history.

Early explorers and travellers faced a sometimes difficult and uncomfortable
journey to reach there. The words and pictures they brought back bear testament
to a remarkable land and remarkable people.

These are their stories.
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