
The Definitive Story Of The Snowtown Serial
Murders
Once upon a time, in the peaceful town of Snowtown, a group of individuals
embarked on a horrifying killing spree that would shock Australia to its core. This
is the definitive story of the Snowtown Serial Murders, a gruesome tale that
unfolded over a decade and left a trail of fear and devastation in its wake.

The Snowtown Serial Murders, also known as the Bodies in Barrels murders,
were a series of killings that took place between 1992 and 1999 in South
Australia. John Justin Bunting, along with his accomplices, Robert Joe Wagner
and James Vlassakis, orchestrated one of the most chilling crime sprees in
Australian history.

Their actions came to light in May 1999 when police made a shocking discovery.
Inside a disused bank located in Snowtown, they found six barrels filled with the
remains of their victims. Over the next few months, investigators would uncover
the truth behind these heinous crimes, revealing a tale of manipulation, sadism,
and sheer horror.
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The Motives Behind the Murders

Bunting, the ringleader of the group, had a deep-seated hatred for pedophiles
and homosexuals. Under the guise of "cleaning up society," he and his gang
targeted individuals they believed fit these descriptions. However, as the killings
progressed, their motives became more convoluted and disturbing.

Vlassakis, who was Bunting's protégé, became an active participant in the
murders. Bunting manipulated him, taking advantage of his vulnerabilities and
molding him into an obedient pawn. The indoctrination was so intense that
Vlassakis ultimately became a willing accomplice in the heinous acts that were
committed.

The Notorious Crimes

The Snowtown Serial Murders claimed at least 12 victims. Their victims ranged
from acquaintances to family members, with Bunting often exploiting pre-existing
tensions and grievances. The sense of betrayal and silence surrounding these
crimes was immense, as many victims were killed in their own homes and their
bodies hidden in the barrels.

As investigations unfolded, the full extent of the horror became apparent. The
victims had suffered unimaginable torture before their deaths. The murders were
carried out using various methods, including strangulation, beating, and
dismemberment. The sheer brutality displayed by Bunting and his accomplices
was shocking, leaving the nation in disbelief.

The Capture and Trial
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It wasn't until a chance arrest in May 1999 that the Snowtown Serial Murders
began to unravel. During an unrelated investigation, Vlassakis was taken into
custody, and the truth was slowly revealed. Vlassakis confessed to multiple
murders and led police to the infamous barrels.

Subsequently, Bunting and Wagner were also arrested, and the country prepared
for the trial that would expose the depths of their depravity. The trial lasted over a
year, during which the court heard harrowing details of the murders and the
motivations behind them. The nation watched in horror as the true nature of these
killers was laid bare.

The Legacy and Impact

The Snowtown Serial Murders left an indelible mark on Australia's collective
consciousness. It revealed the darkest corners of humanity and forced society to
confront the presence of evil lurking within its midst. The investigation and trial
prompted significant changes within the legal system and law enforcement
practices to prevent such atrocities from occurring again.

Today, the Snowtown Serial Murders stand as a chilling reminder of the potential
for darkness that exists within individuals and the importance of remaining vigilant
against such horrors.

The definitive story of the Snowtown Serial Murders is a horrifying reminder of the
depths of human depravity. From the motives behind the crimes to the shocking
brutality inflicted upon the victims, this tale of terror will forever be etched in the
annals of Australian criminal history. The Snowtown Serial Murders serve as a
reminder that evil can reside in our quietest corners, urging us never to
underestimate the capacity for horror within others.
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The bestselling account of one of South Australia's worst series of crimes - the
bodies in the barrels.

A disused bank vault holding eight dismembered bodies immersed in barrels of
acid. Two bodies buried in a suburban backyard. A further two found in the bush.
Such was the findings of one of South Australia's most horrific murder trials.

Informed by material never seen before - an interview with Bunting's last lover
Elizabeth Harvey, and with the Crown's key eye-witness James Vlassakis and
with details of the torture and crimes not previously released - this is a tensely
woven and microscopic examination of tawdry lives and tragic deaths.

Four men who tortured and killed for fun, for power. Four men who kept each
other's dark secrets for years. By the time the police investigation concluded, the
story had invited comparison with the nightmare of Rosemary and Fred West, the
British House of Horrors. Details of what the killers did to their victims before and
after their deaths were deemed so depraved that suppression orders were in
place throughout the trial. But the killers were not insane. They made deliberate
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choices to kill and lived in a culture of complete anarchy, sadistic violence,
deviance and chaos.

Journalist and author Debi Marshall explores the killers' psychopathic makeup in
minute and harrowing detail. She charts the victims' exposure to generational
paedophilia, incest, unemployment and hopelessness. Marshall covers the
exhaustive trials and interviews the lawyers who ran them. Through interviews,
she captures the voices of the victim's families and examines the police and
forensic investigation and then wades into the social structure that spawned the
people in this story.

This book was used as a primary source for the acclaimed Australian feature film,
Snowtown.
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