
The Death Of Amateurism In Cricket: The Rise
of Gentlemen Players

In the early days of cricket, the game was played purely for the love of it. Men
from all walks of life, amateurs with a passion for the sport, would gather to
showcase their skills on the field. These gentlemen players, as they were known,
added an air of sophistication and fair play to the game. However, with the
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modernization of cricket, amateurism has become a thing of the past. This article
explores the demise of amateurism in cricket and the rise of the professional era.

The Emergence of Gentlemen Players

During the 18th and 19th centuries, cricket was primarily played by gentlemen
who came from privileged backgrounds. These players had other main
occupations but took immense pleasure in playing the game. They dedicated
their spare time to practicing and participating in matches, often bringing their
own unique style to the field.
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The gentlemen players carried themselves with grace and conduct that was in
line with the values of the British upper class. They adhered to the principles of
fair play and sportsmanship, placing emphasis on ethical behavior on and off the
field. This brought a distinct aura of chivalry to the game.
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Amateurism in cricket allowed for a level playing field, as players came from
diverse backgrounds and careers. Doctors, lawyers, businessmen, and even
royalty would come together to enjoy the sport. The spirit of camaraderie and love
for the game became the essence of cricket.

The Shift towards Professionalism

The transition from amateurism to professionalism in cricket began with the
establishment of organized cricket clubs in the late 19th century. These clubs
created regular fixtures and started paying players to participate. The allure of
monetary compensation gradually led to the involvement of more professionals in
the sport.

With the emergence of professional cricketers, the dynamics of the game started
to change. The gentlemen players were gradually overshadowed by these skilled
individuals who dedicated themselves solely to cricket. The professionals brought
a new level of competitiveness and athleticism to the sport that was previously
unseen.

As the popularity of cricket grew, commercial interests intertwined with the game.
The of sponsorship deals and television rights meant that cricket became a
lucrative industry. This further propelled the professional era, leading to the influx
of highly trained and specialized players who were solely focused on cricket as a
career.

The Impact on Amateurism

In the modern era, amateurism has been largely phased out from professional
cricket. The advent of professional leagues and international tournaments made it
highly difficult for amateurs to compete at the highest level. The demands of



professionalism, rigorous training regimes, and constant touring left little room for
individuals who did not solely focus on the sport.

While amateur cricket still exists in local and club competitions, it is no longer the
center stage of the game. The traditional values of gentlemen players, including
fair play and sportsmanship, have been overshadowed by the growing
commercialization and obsession with winning at all costs. The professional
players have become idolized figures, earning substantial sums of money and
fame.

Preserving the Legacy

Efforts are being made to preserve the legacy of gentlemen players in cricket.
Initiatives such as the Spirit of Cricket and the MCC's (Marylebone Cricket Club)
role in upholding the laws of the game help to keep the sense of fair play alive.
The appreciation for the traditional values of gentlemen players serves as a
reminder of the rich heritage of the sport.

While professionalism has undoubtedly brought many positive aspects to cricket,
it has come at the expense of amateurism. The game has become faster, more
competitive, and financially prosperous. However, the loss of amateurism has
also resulted in the dilution of the spirit of cricket, which was once synonymous
with the identity of the sport.

The Evolution Continues

Cricket will always be a dynamic and evolving sport. As it continues to adapt to
the demands of the modern world, the role of gentlemen players may have
diminished, but their impact on the development of the game remains significant.
The essence of amateurism, with its emphasis on love for the sport and fair play,
will forever be an integral part of cricket's history.



As we move forward, it is essential to remember the contribution of gentlemen
players, and the lessons they taught us about playing the game with integrity,
respect, and passion. Their legacy lives on in the hearts of cricket enthusiasts,
reminding us of the timeless spirit of cricket that transcends the boundaries of
professionalism.
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Amateurs versus professionals - a social history and memoir of English cricket
from 1953 to 1963.

The inaugural Gentlemen v. Players first-class cricket match was played in 1806,
subsequently becoming an annual fixture at Lord's between teams consisting of
amateurs (the Gentlemen) and professionals (the Players). The key difference
between the amateur and the professional, however, was much more than the
obvious one of remuneration. The division was shaped by English class structure,
the amateur, who received expenses, being perceived as occupying a higher
station in life than the wage-earning professional. The great Yorkshire player Len
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Hutton, for example, was told he would have to go amateur if he wanted to
captain England.

GENTLEMEN & PLAYERS focuses on the final ten years of amateurism and the
Gentlemen v. Players fixture, starting with Charles Williams' own presence in the
(amateur) Oxbridge teams that included future England captains such as Peter
May, Colin Cowdrey and M.J.K. Smith, and concluding with the abolition of
amateurism in 1962 when all first-class players became professional. The
amateur innings was duly declared closed.

Charles Williams, the author of a richly acclaimed biography of Donald Bradman,
has penned a vivid social-history-cum-memoir that reveals an attempt to recreate
a Golden Age in post-war Britain, one whose expiry exactly coincided with the
beginnings of top-class one-day cricket and a cricket revolution.
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