
The Battle of Marawi: A True Test of Resilience
When we think of war-torn cities and the acts of heroism that emerge from the
chaos, images of far-off places often come to mind. As we sit comfortably in our
homes, it can be easy to forget that battles are fought and lives are forever
changed closer to home. One such battle took place in the city of Marawi, in the
heart of the Philippines, and it is a story that needs to be told.

The Battle of Marawi, also known as the Marawi Siege, was a five-month-long
conflict that erupted in May 2017 between the Philippine government forces and
the terrorist group Maute. This battle would become one of the most intense and
prolonged urban battles in modern Philippine history, leaving an indelible mark on
the city and its people.

At the center of this battle was an award-winning journalist named Criselda
Yabes. Yabes, an experienced war correspondent, was determined to capture the
true essence of the conflict in Marawi. Armed with her pen and camera, she
ventured into the war zone, documenting the stories of the displaced, the
courageous soldiers, and the resilience of a city under fire.
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A City Under Siege

Marawi, once a picturesque city known for its vibrant culture and warm hospitality,
was transformed into a battleground where lives were shattered and dreams were
destroyed. The lives of its inhabitants were turned upside down as the sounds of
gunfire and explosions echoed through the streets, displacing thousands of
families in its wake.

What sets the Battle of Marawi apart from other conflicts is the striking resilience
demonstrated by its people. Despite being trapped in a war zone, the people of
Marawi refused to be defined by the violence that surrounded them. They clung
to their faith, their traditions, and their hope for a better tomorrow.

Yabes, with her deep understanding of the Filipino spirit, sought to capture this
resilience and portray it to the world. Her lens captured the everyday acts of
heroism, the strength of the human spirit, and the unwavering determination to
rebuild and restore what was lost.

Unveiling Stories of Courage

Through her poignant storytelling and vivid photography, Yabes revealed the
untold stories of courage that arose from the battle-scarred streets of Marawi.
She dove deep into the lives of the displaced, capturing their desperation but also
their unwavering hope. Their stories of survival, sacrifice, and resilience became
a testament to the human spirit's capacity to endure.

Yabes also shed light on the bravery of the soldiers who risked their lives to
defend their city. Their sacrifices, often made in the shadows, were given a voice
through Yabes' evocative narratives. She showcased their dedication, their
camaraderie, and their unwavering sense of duty.



Furthermore, Yabes exposed the tactics of the terrorist group Maute, revealing
their ruthless methods and the impact they had on the city and its people. By
exposing the true face of the enemy, Yabes highlighted the urgency of the battle,
urging the world not to turn a blind eye to the suffering and atrocities committed.

A Call for Unity and Support

The Battle of Marawi might have faded from the headlines, but its impact on the
city and its people still lingers. The road to recovery has been long and arduous,
and the scars left behind are a constant reminder of the battle that took place.

However, in the face of adversity, the people of Marawi have not lost hope. They
continue to rebuild their lives, their homes, and their community with unwavering
determination. The stories shared by Yabes have sparked a wave of support from
individuals and organizations around the world, providing much-needed aid and
resources to the people of Marawi.

As we reflect on the Battle of Marawi and the heroic acts of Criselda Yabes, let us
remember that courage can emerge from the unlikeliest of places. Let us stand
together in solidarity with the people of Marawi, offering our support and ensuring
that their stories are not forgotten.

The Battle of Marawi serves as a reminder that even in the midst of darkness,
resilience and hope prevail. It is a testament to the indomitable spirit of the
Filipino people and a call to action for all of us to do our part in making this world
a better place.

Keywords: The Battle of Marawi, Criselda Yabes, Marawi Siege, Marawi,
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This book tells the story of how elite Philippine forces tried to capture the leader
of Islamist rebels in Marawi on May 23, 2017, and how the ensuing five-month
gunbattle led to the destruction of the city.

Criselda Yabes is an award-winning Filipino journalist and novelist who has
previously written two books about the Armed Forces of the Philippines: Boys
from the Barracks tells the story of the colonels who plotted coups against
Presidents Ferdinand Marcos and Corazon Aquino, while Peace Warriors is about
the shift in the military’s strategy from body counts to winning hearts and minds in
its war against Muslim separatists in Mindanao.

In The Battle of Marawi, she combines literary journalism with insightful reportage
to recreate the scenes from the most destructive firefight between military and
Islamist rebels in recent memory.
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