
The Around The World Odyssey Of The
Confederate Raider Shenandoah
The Civil War was a period of intense conflict and turmoil in the United States.
While most battles were fought on American soil, there were a few instances
when the war spilled over into international waters. One such incident involved
the Confederate raider Shenandoah, which embarked on a remarkable around-
the-world journey during the war. This article delves into the captivating odyssey
of the Shenandoah, a vessel that brought the war to distant shores and left an
indelible mark on naval history.

A Formidable Raider Sets Sail

In the fall of 1864, the Shenandoah embarked on its fateful voyage. Operating
under the command of the accomplished Lieutenant Commander James Iredell
Waddell, the Confederate raider set sail from London, armed with eight cannons
and a crew of 73 men. Its mission was to disrupt Union shipping and wreak havoc
among their merchant vessels around the world.

Targeting Union Whalers in the Pacific

As the Shenandoah set its course to the Pacific, it targeted Union whaling ships
off the coast of Alaska. The crew was immensely successful, capturing or sinking
an astonishing 38 vessels within a span of just two weeks. The news of this
Confederate raider spread quickly, striking fear into the hearts of Union sailors
navigating the Pacific waters.
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Devastating Attacks on New England Fisheries

Leaving the Pacific behind, the Shenandoah embarked on a mission to
demoralize the North further. It ventured towards the shores of New England,
attacking fishing fleets and disrupting the region's maritime economy. The
Shenandoah's feats drew significant attention from the media, fuelling the
Confederate cause and raising concerns among Union authorities.

Around the Cape of Good Hope

The Shenandoah's next chapter took it to the Indian Ocean. It succeeded in
bypassing British naval vessels and traversing the treacherous waters around the
Cape of Good Hope, heading towards the Indian subcontinent. This audacious
feat showcased the expertise of Lieutenant Commander Waddell and his crew,
earning them admiration even from their adversaries.

Inflicting Damage in the Indian Ocean

Once in the Indian Ocean, the Shenandoah continued its campaign against Union
merchant ships. Its devastating attacks left the Union's commercial interests in
disarray, and its presence evoked panic among the Northern seafaring
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communities. The ship became a symbol of Confederate resilience, as it carried
the war to the distant shores of the Indian subcontinent.

Provoking Diplomatic Tensions

While the Shenandoah's success in disrupting Union shipping was remarkable, it
also provoked diplomatic tensions between the Confederate States and foreign
powers. The British government, in particular, faced significant pressure to take
action against the Confederate vessel. However, due to the complexities of
international law and the lack of concrete evidence tying the Shenandoah directly
to the Confederacy, the ship continued its voyage seemingly unimpeded.

The Voyage Comes to an End

After circumnavigating the world and wreaking havoc on Union shipping, the
Shenandoah's journey eventually came to an end. On August 2, 1865, Lieutenant
Commander Waddell received the news of the Confederate surrender. Realizing
the war was over, he made the decision to surrender the ship to British authorities
in Liverpool, rather than risk capture by the Union navy.

Legacy of the Shenandoah

Although the Shenandoah's journey came to an end, its legacy endured. The
ship's audacious voyage and successful raiding campaigns demonstrated the
Confederacy's determination and resourcefulness, offering a glimmer of hope
during a bleak period. The story of the Confederate raider Shenandoah continues
to captivate historians and naval enthusiasts alike, showcasing the impact of
naval power and the ingenuity displayed during the Civil War.

The around-the-world odyssey of the Confederate raider Shenandoah stands as
a testament to the enduring spirit of those involved in the Civil War. Lieutenant
Commander Waddell and his crew defied the odds, wreaking havoc on Union



shipping while traversing the globe. Their audacious exploits echo through
history, immortalizing the Shenandoah as one of the most remarkable vessels of
the Confederate Navy.
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The sleek, 222-foot, black auxiliary steamer Sea King left London on October 8,
1864, ostensibly bound for Bombay.  The subterfuge was ended off the shores of
Madeira, where the ship was outfitted for war. The newly christened CSS
Shenandoah then commenced the last, most quixotic sea story of the Civil War:
the 58,000-mile, around-the-world cruise of the Confederacy's second most
successful commerce raider. Before its voyage was over, thirty-two Union
merchant and whaling ships and their cargoes would be destroyed. But it was
only after ship and crew embarked on the last leg of their journey that the
excursion took its most fearful turn.
 
Four months after the Civil War was over, the Shenandoah's Captain Waddell
finally learned he was, and had been, fighting without cause or state. In the eyes
of the world, he had gone from being an enemy combatant to being a pirate--a
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hangable offense. Now fearing capture and mutiny, with supplies quickly
dwindling, Waddell elected to camouflage the ship, circumnavigate the globe, and
attempt to surrender on English soil.
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