
Superfans Into The Heart Of Obsessive Sports
Fandom

Sports have always possessed a unique ability to captivate and inspire people. It
has the power to unite strangers, cities, and even nations. For some, sports is
more than just a source of entertainment – it becomes a way of life. These
individuals take their love for their favorite teams to an extreme, often crossing
into the realm of obsessive fandom. They are the superfans.

Defining the Superfan

A superfan is more than just a dedicated fan. They are someone who lives and
breathes for their team. They immerse themselves in every aspect of the sport,
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from following player statistics and game strategies to collecting team
memorabilia. Superfans attend numerous games, travel long distances to support
their team, and engage in intense rivalries with fans of opposing teams.
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Their obsession goes beyond buying season tickets and wearing team jerseys.
Superfans often devote entire rooms or even entire houses to showcasing their
team's memorabilia. They have walls lined with autographed jerseys, shelves
filled with trophies, and cabinets displaying ticket stubs from every game they've
attended. Their homes become shrines to their team, a testament to their
unwavering loyalty.

The Psychology Behind Superfandom

What drives someone to become a superfan? The psychology behind this
extreme level of sports obsession is fascinating. Research suggests that
superfans are motivated by a combination of factors. One of the main driving
forces is a sense of identity and belonging. Supporting a team gives superfans a
connection to a larger community and provides them with a sense of purpose.
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In addition, superfans often experience an adrenaline rush during games, leading
to an addictive aspect to their fandom. The rollercoaster of emotions they go
through during a game, from excitement to disappointment to jubilation, creates a
high that keeps them coming back for more. This emotional investment becomes
a part of their identity, and they find joy in the shared experiences with other fans.

The Dark Side of Obsessive Fandom

While superfandom can bring immense joy and a sense of belonging, it also has
its darker aspects. Obsessive fandom can lead to strained relationships, financial
burden, and even mental health issues. The constant need to stay updated,
attend every game, and prove loyalty can take a toll on a person's personal and
professional life.

Moreover, fan rivalries can sometimes escalate to dangerous levels, resulting in
violent confrontations and vandalism. The intense emotions attached to fandom,
combined with alcohol consumption and group dynamics, can lead to reckless
behavior and contribute to societal issues.

The Impact of Superfans on Sports Culture

Despite the potential drawbacks, superfans play an essential role in shaping
sports culture. They infuse incredible energy and passion into the game, creating
an electric atmosphere in stadiums and arenas. The unwavering support they
provide their teams often translates into improved performance by the players,
who draw inspiration from the loyal fans cheering them on.

Superfans also play a vital role in the financial success of sports franchises. They
drive ticket sales, merchandise purchases, and television ratings. Their
dedication to attending games, whether it's rain or shine, contributes to the
overall revenue generated by the sports industry.



Celebrating Superfandom

It's important to acknowledge and celebrate superfans for their unwavering loyalty
and dedication. Sports franchises often organize events and initiatives to
recognize and reward their most dedicated fans. This appreciation helps foster a
sense of belonging and encourages others to embrace their fandom fully.

Superfans are a unique breed. Their passionate devotion to their favorite teams
sets them apart from casual fans. While some may view their obsession as
extreme, there is no denying the positive impact they have on sports culture and
the joy they derive from their fandom. So let's raise a glass to the superfans, the
true heart of obsessive sports fandom!
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A Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist pulls back the curtain on the extraordinary
inner lives of America’s most obsessive sports fans.

There are fans, and then there are fanatics. In this wondrously immersive look at
American sports fandom, George Dohrmann travels the country to find out what
distinguishes an ordinary, everyday enthusiast from that special breed of
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supporter known as the superfan. In Minnesota, Dohrmann meets newly minted
generals of the Viking World Order, a Minnesota Vikings affinity group organized
along military lines. In Oregon, he shares a few beers with a determined soccer
fan who amassed—almost singlehandedly—a four-thousand-strong cheering
section for the fledgling Portland Timbers. In Illinois, he talks with the parents of a
five-year-old boy whose intense hatred of Tom Brady went viral on YouTube.
Through these and other intimate profiles, Dohrmann shows us the human faces
behind the colored face paint, the real people inside the elaborate costumes who
prowl the stands and parking lots at stadiums from coast to coast.
                   
In addition to the fans themselves, Dohrmann also talks with the experts who
study them. He uses the latest thinking in sports psychology—some of it learned
during a spirited round of miniature golf with a group of professors at the annual
Sports Psychology Forum—to unravel the answers to such burning questions as:
How does fandom begin? What are its effects on everyday life? When does it go
too far?

For everyone who’s ever body-painted their torso with the team colors of their
alma mater before heading off to a sports bar—or even just screamed at their
television during the NBA Finals—Superfans offers an entertaining and insightful
exploration of the many ways human beings find meaning in something bigger
than themselves.

Featuring photos of the Rally Banana, Timber Jim, the officers of the Viking World
Order, a pair of Kentucky Wildcats tattoos, a Kevin Durant jersey torched by a
jilted fan, and more.

Plus analysis of the . . .
Arizona State Sun Devils • Chicago Bears • Dallas Cowboys • Green Bay



Packers • Indianapolis Colts • Milwaukee Brewers • Nebraska Cornhuskers • New
England Patriots • Oklahoma City Thunder • Philadelphia Eagles • San Diego
State Aztecs • Seattle Seahawks

“Well reported and meticulously researched . . . Dohrmann is a respected, diligent
sportswriter and has been so for years—you don’t get Pulitzers for message-
board posts.”—The Wall Street Journal
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