
Reappraisals: Reflections On The Forgotten
Twentieth Century
The Twentieth Century: A Forgotten Era Worth Revisiting

The twentieth century was an era of significant transformations that shaped the
world we live in today. However, as time goes by, it seems that the events and
ideas from this pivotal century are gradually fading from our collective memory. In
his groundbreaking book, "Reappraisals: Reflections On The Forgotten Twentieth
Century," Tony Judt offers a fresh perspective on this period, urging us to
reexamine and reflect on its impact on our present.

Unveiling the Neglected Narratives

As we navigate the complexities and challenges of the twenty-first century, it
becomes increasingly important to revisit the lessons of the past. Judt's book
takes on this task by bringing to light forgotten narratives that have been
overshadowed by more recent events. From the rise of fascism and communism
to the struggles for civil rights and the established order, the twentieth century is a
tapestry of captivating stories begging to be rediscovered.

Challenging Our Perspectives

One of the key objectives of "Reappraisals" is to challenge our preconceived
notions about the twentieth century. Judt encourages readers to question the
traditional narratives that have been perpetuated over time and invites them to
engage in critical thinking. By providing fresh insights and alternative
interpretations, the book offers a thought-provoking exploration of events that we
thought we knew well.
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Navigating Controversial Topics

Throughout his work, Judt fearlessly addresses controversial topics that are often
avoided or distorted. From World War II and the Holocaust to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict and the Vietnam War, "Reappraisals" confronts these subjects
head-on, urging readers to confront the uncomfortable truths that lie beneath the
surface. With meticulous research and intellectual rigor, Judt presents a nuanced
perspective that encourages a deeper understanding and critical evaluation of
these crucial moments in history.

Understanding the Present through the Past

By examining the past with a fresh lens, "Reappraisals" helps us understand the
present more profoundly. The book demonstrates that many of the issues we face
today have roots in the twentieth century's triumphs and failures. From the rise of
populism to the erosion of democratic values, the echoes of the past reverberate
in our current reality. By shedding light on these connections, Judt invites us to
reflect on the choices we make as individuals and as a society.

A Call for Intellectual Engagement
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"Reappraisals: Reflections On The Forgotten Twentieth Century" serves as a call
to action for intellectual engagement. Judt's work sparks curiosity and prompts us
to delve deeper into history, culture, and politics. It challenges readers to explore
additional sources, engage in meaningful discussions, and envision a better
future by learning from past mistakes. In an era dominated by short attention
spans and quick fixes, this book reminds us of the value of intellectual rigor and
sustained contemplation.

Rediscovering the Forgotten

The twentieth century holds countless stories that have faded away, overlooked
amidst the hustle and bustle of the twenty-first century. "Reappraisals: Reflections
On The Forgotten Twentieth Century" resuscitates these narratives, breathing
new life into forgotten events, ideas, and individuals. It is through this rediscovery
that we can truly grasp the complexities of our world and learn from the past in
order to build a more enlightened future.

Embracing the Lessons of the Past

As we venture further into the twenty-first century, the need for reflection and
reappraisals has never been more crucial. Understanding the forgotten twentieth
century equips us with the knowledge and insights necessary to face the
challenges that lie ahead. By engaging with "Reappraisals: Reflections On The
Forgotten Twentieth Century," we embark on a journey of self-discovery and
intellectual growth that has the power to shape a more informed, compassionate,
and resilient society.
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“Exhilarating . . . brave and forthright.” —The New York Times Book Review

“Perhaps the greatest single collection of thinking on the political, diplomatic,
social, and cultural history of the past century.” —Forbes

We have entered an age of forgetting. Our world, we insist, is unprecedented,
wholly new. The past has nothing to teach us. Drawing provocative connections
between a dazzling range of subjects, from Jewish intellectuals and the challenge
of evil in the recent European past to the interpretation of the Cold War and the
displacement of history by heritage, the late historian Tony Judt takes us beyond
what we think we know of the past to explain how we came to know it, showing
how much of our history has been sacrificed in the triumph of myth—making over
understanding and denial over memory. Reappraisals offers a much-needed road
map back to the historical sense we urgently need.

Judt's book, Ill Fares the Land, republished in 2021 featuring a new preface by
bestselling author of Between the World and Me and The Water Dancer, Ta-
Nehisi Coates.
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