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The Rise of Pericles

Pericles, increasingly renowned as one of the most influential statesmen in
ancient Greece, spearheaded the significant transformation of Athens during what
was known as the "Golden Age." Born in 495 BC, Pericles emerged as a
visionary leader, guiding Athens towards an unprecedented era of progress and

cultural brilliance.
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As a statesman, Pericles introduced innovative reforms that secured the
democratic principles that Athens is still celebrated for today. His astute
leadership propelled Athens into a position of dominance, both politically and

culturally, making it a formidable force to be reckoned with.

The Golden Age of Athens

Pericles' reign marked a pinnacle in Athens' history—The Golden Age. This was a
period of unparalleled development, where arts, sciences, and architecture
flourished, elevating Athens to new heights of cultural magnificence. It was an era
that saw the convergence of power, beauty, and intellectual brilliance, leaving an

indelible mark on the Western world.

Under the guidance of Pericles, Athens witnessed astonishing achievements
across various domains. The city became a hub for intellectualism, fostering the
likes of philosophers such as Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle. Artists, playwrights,
and poets thrived, with notable legends like Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides

revolutionizing the realms of drama and literature.

The architectural achievements of the time were equally remarkable. The
Parthenon, an enduring symbol of classical Greek civilization, was constructed
during this era. The majestic temple dedicated to the goddess Athena
represented the epitome of Greek ingenuity, blending religion, art, and aesthetics

harmoniously.

The Power of Democracy

One of the greatest legacies of Pericles' rule was the consolidation and
expansion of Athenian democracy. Athenian citizens enjoyed unprecedented
rights and participation in public affairs, allowing them to shape the course of their

city-state. Pericles fostered a deep sense of civic duty and encouraged his fellow



Athenians to actively engage in politics, thereby empowering them and ensuring

the stability and progress of Athens.

Pericles' emphasis on political participation extended beyond just the elite. The
system included even lower-class citizens, setting Athens apart from other
contemporary civilizations. Such inclusive democratic principles were

revolutionary, making Athens the envy of many.

The Peloponnesian War

Despite the illustrious achievements and monumental advancements, the Golden
Age of Athens was marred by the outbreak of the Peloponnesian War. This
conflict, which endured for nearly three decades, emerged as a power struggle

between Athens and Sparta, Athens' rival city-state.

During this turbulent period, Pericles faced several challenges. Catering to the
demands of a war-driven economy strained the resources of Athens, leading to
inflation and discontent among the populace. Additionally, a plague decimated a
significant portion of the Athenian population, including Pericles himself, who

succumbed to the illness in 429 BC.

Pericles's Legacy

Pericles' unwavering leadership and commitment to democracy have left an
enduring legacy. His vision and policies have served as an inspiration for future
generations, invoking admiration and fascination to this day. The cultural and
intellectual marvels of the Golden Age continue to shape the development of
various disciplines and have influenced countless artists, philosophers, and

leaders worldwide.



, Pericles, with his extraordinary leadership, propelled Athens towards an era of
astonishing cultural advancement and brilliance—the Golden Age. His
commitment to democratic principles, cultural patronage, and political
engagement resulted in a harmonious fusion of power, beauty, and intellectual
brilliance. The city-state of Athens flourished as a result, leaving an eternal

imprint on the course of human history.
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THIS sketch of the Age of Pericles consists of two parts: in the first and larger
part | have endeavoured to trace the growth of the Athenian empire and the
causes which alienated Athens and Sparta; in the second | have given a brief
account of the government, the art and literature, the society and manners of the

Periclean Athens.

It will be seen that | have ventured to form an opinion about the part which
Pericles played as a practical statesman widely different from the estimate
presented by Grote and Curtius. It is, so far as | can judge, impossible to deny
that he destroyed a form of government under which his city attained to the height

of her prosperity and that he plunged her into a hopeless and demoralising war.
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These are not the achievements of a great statesman. And so far as legislation

goes, the Age of Pericles is a blank in the history of Athens.

In what then did his greatness lie? The answer is that it lay in the ideals which he
cherished. He saw what a city might do for her citizens; and what citizens might
do for their city. In the years of peace his dreams took shape, and the result is
before us in the Parthenon and the great Funeral Speech: but against the hard
obstinacy of facts, which followed the outbreak of the war, he struggled in vain.
His visions of empire faded away, and he lived long enough to see the treasury
impoverished, the people more than decimated, the most faithful of Athenian

allies shut up to certain destruction.
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