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Education is the cornerstone of society, but what happens when a school is faced

with adversity from experts who deem it destined to fail? This is the story of One
School, a remarkable institution that defied all odds and thrived against

expectations.

The Experts' Doubts
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When One School was established, it faced skepticism from education
professionals who doubted its ability to provide a quality education. The system
was designed to fail - under-resourced, located in a disadvantaged neighborhood,

and with minimal support from officials.
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However, the principal, teachers, and students of One School refused to let these
obstacles define them. They believed in the transformative power of education
and were determined to create an exceptional learning environment against all
odds.

Fostering a Culture of Success

From the beginning, the teachers at One School knew they had to go the extra
mile to ensure their students' success. They dedicated countless hours to
planning engaging lessons, providing individualized support, and fostering a

supportive and inclusive community within the school.
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Moreover, the students themselves played a crucial role in shaping the school's
culture. They formed clubs, organized events, and actively participated in
decision-making processes. Their voices were heard and valued, empowering

them to take ownership of their education.

Going Beyond Academic Achievements

While academic success remained a priority, the staff at One School recognized
the importance of holistic development. They implemented a wide range of
extracurricular activities, including sports, arts, and community service, to nurture

well-rounded individuals.

This approach enabled students to discover their hidden talents, develop crucial
life skills, and build strong character. They were encouraged to challenge
themselves, embrace failure as part of the learning process, and persist in the

face of adversity.

An Inspiring Turnaround

Against all odds, One School began to achieve remarkable results. The students'
grades improved, attendance rates skyrocketed, and their overall enthusiasm for

learning was contagious.

Word of the school's success spread, capturing the attention of experts who had
initially doubted its potential. They were amazed by the dedication and
resourcefulness displayed by the staff and students. The community surrounding

One School rallied behind it, offering invaluable support and resources.

Recognition and Future Opportunities

As the success of One School became increasingly evident, it gained recognition

both locally and nationally. Experts who once tried to predict its failure became its



staunchest advocates, praising the transformative impact it was having on its

students.

With this newfound recognition, One School received increased funding, allowing
for additional resources, improved facilities, and expanded educational
opportunities. Scholarships and mentorship programs were established to ensure

that the students continued to thrive beyond their time at One School.

A Model for Educational Excellence

The story of One School serves as a powerful reminder that with determination,
resilience, and a strong belief in the potential of every student, even the most

challenging circumstances can be overcome.

Today, One School stands as a model for others, inspiring the creation of similar
institutions in underserved communities. Its success story has become a
testament to the transformative power of education and the unwavering

dedication of students and teachers alike.

One School's journey is a testament to the indomitable spirit of those who refuse
to let external factors define their destiny. It serves as a powerful reminder that
with the right mindset, passion, and unwavering support, education can truly

change lives.

The story of One School is a beacon of hope, urging us to reevaluate our
preconceived notions and challenge the status quo. Together, we can empower
every student to overcome obstacles and reach their full potential, ensuring a

brighter future for generations to come.
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"This book is a godsend a moving portrait for anyone wanting to go beyond the
simplified labels and metrics and really understand an urban high school, and its
highly individual, resilient, eager and brilliant students and educators." -- Dave

Eggers, co-founder, 826 National and ScholarMatch

Darrell is a reflective, brilliant young man, who never thought of himself as a good
student. He always struggled with his reading and writing skills. Darrell's father, a
single parent, couldn't afford private tutors. By the end of middle school, Darrell's

grades and his confidence were at an all time low. Then everything changed.

When education journalist Kristina Rizga first met Darrell at Mission High School,
he was taking AP calculus class, writing a ten-page research paper, and had
received several college acceptance letters. And Darrell was not an exception.
More than 80 percent of Mission High seniors go to college every year, even
though the school teaches large numbers of English learners and students from

poor families.

So, why has the federal government been threatening to close Mission High --

and schools like it across the country?
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The United States has been on a century long road toward increased
standardization in our public schools, which resulted in a system that reduces the
quality of education to primarily one metric: standardized test scores. According
to this number, Mission High is a "low-performing" school even though its college
enrollment, graduation, attendance rates and student surveys are some of the

best in the country.

The qualities that matter the most in learning -- skills like critical thinking,
intellectual engagement, resilience, empathy, self-management, and cultural
flexibility -- can't be measured by multiple-choice questions designed by distant
testing companies, Rizga argues, but they can be detected by skilled teachers in
effective, personalized and humane classrooms that work for all students, not just

the most motivated ones.

Based on four years of reporting with unprecedented access, the unforgettable,
intimate stories in these pages throw open the doors to America's most talked
about -- and arguably least understood -- public school classrooms where the
largely invisible voices of our smart, resilient students and their committed
educators can offer a clear and hopeful blueprint for what it takes to help all

students succeed.
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