Modelling The F/A-18 Hornet Osprey
Modelling 16 - Unlocking the Secrets of this
Iconic Fighter Jet!

When it comes to scale modelling, few aircraft have captured the imagination of
enthusiasts quite like the F/A-18 Hornet. Known for its sleek design and
impressive capabilities, this iconic fighter jet has become a popular subject for

modellers of all skill levels.

In this article, we will dive into the world of modelling the F/A-18 Hornet and
explore the techniques and tips that can help you create a stunning replica of this
famous aircraft. Whether you are a seasoned modeller or just starting out, this

guide will provide you with valuable insights and inspiration.

The F/A-18 Hornet: A Brief History

The F/A-18 Hornet is a versatile supersonic fighter aircraft that was designed and
manufactured by McDonnell Douglas (now part of Boeing). It first entered service
with the United States Navy in 1983 and has since been widely used by various

military forces around the world.
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The Hornet is renowned for its multirole capabilities, capable of engaging in both
air-to-air and air-to-ground combat. Its agility, speed, and advanced avionics

systems make it a formidable force in the sky.

Choosing the Right Scale

When it comes to modelling the F/A-18 Hornet, one of the first decisions you'll
need to make is the scale of your model. The most common scales for aircraft
modelling range from 1:72 to 1:32, with 1:48 being a popular choice for many

modellers.

Considering the level of detail you wish to achieve and the available space for
displaying your model is crucial. A larger scale model will allow for more intricate

detailing but may require more time and effort to complete.

Gathering Reference Material

Before starting your F/A-18 Hornet model, it is essential to gather a wide range of
reference material. This will help you understand the aircraft's various features,

such as panel lines, cockpit details, and color schemes.

Books, online forums, official manuals, and photographs are all valuable sources
of reference material. The more information you can find, the more accurate and

realistic your model will be.

Building the Cockpit

The cockpit is often the focal point of any aircraft model. When building the F/A-

18 Hornet's cockpit, attention to detail is crucial. Painting small instruments,
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adding decals, and replicating the ejection seat are some of the tasks you'll

encounter.

Consider using aftermarket parts or photo-etched sets to enhance the cockpit's
level of detail. These add-ons can bring your model to life and make it stand out

from the crowd.

Assembling the Fuselage

Once you have finished the cockpit, it's time to assemble the fuselage of your
F/A-18 Hornet model. This process involves careful alignment and gluing of the

main body components, including wings, tail, and landing gear.

Ensure that all the parts fit together seamlessly by dry fitting them before applying
glue. This step will prevent any unwanted gaps or misaligned pieces, giving you a

more polished and realistic final result.

Precise Paintwork and Weathering

Painting and weathering play a vital role in making your F/A-18 Hornet model
truly come to life. Researching the specific color schemes and markings used by

different operators of the aircraft will help you achieve accurate results.

Consider using an airbrush for smooth and precise painting, and use masking
tape to create clean lines and boundaries between different colors. Adding
weathering effects such as chipping, washes, and dry brushing will enhance the

realism of your model.

Displaying Your Masterpiece

Once you have completed your F/A-18 Hornet model, it's time to showcase your

masterpiece. Choosing a suitable display stand or case is essential for preserving



its quality and protecting it from dust and damage.

Consider creating a diorama or putting it in a dynamic pose to give your model a
more engaging and realistic look. Adding small details like crew figures, ground

equipment, or other aircraft will further enhance the overall presentation.

Inspiration and Resources

There is a wealth of inspiration and resources available to F/A-18 Hornet
modellers. From online modelling communities and forums to dedicated model

kits and accessories, the options are endless.

Exploring these resources will not only help you improve your modelling skills but
also connect you with fellow enthusiasts who share your passion for this

remarkable fighter jet.

Modelling the F/A-18 Hornet offers an exciting and rewarding experience for any
scale modeller. By carefully studying reference material, paying attention to detalil
during assembly, and adding accurate paintwork and weathering effects, you can

create a stunning replica of this iconic aircraft.

Whether you choose to display your model on its own or as part of a diorama, the
F/A-18 Hornet will undoubtedly become a centerpiece in your collection. So, let
your imagination soar and unlock the secrets of this incredible fighter jet through

the art of scale modelling!
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The McDonnell Douglas F/A-18 Hornet is probably the world's most advanced air
superiority fighter/attack aircraft and is often seen thrilling air-show crowds
around the world. It is currently in service with the US Navy, the US Marine
Corps, the Spanish, Australian, Swiss and Canadian air forces. This title provides
a detailed guide to modelling the Hornet in 1/48th and 1/32nd scales, covering a
variety of colour schemes. The step-by-step modelling projects include a
'‘Gunslingers' F/A-18C USN Hornet from Operation DESERT FOX, an F/A-18D
Hornet from the Royal Malaysian Air Force, a Navy 'Black Aces' F/A-18F Super
Hornet and an F/A-18A "Top Gun'-school Hornet.
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