
Major General Robert Ross And The War Of
1812 Campaigns And Commanders 53
Meet the fearless leader who played a significant role in the War of 1812
campaigns - Major General Robert Ross. With his strategic brilliance and
unwavering command, Ross left an indelible mark on this historic conflict. Join us
as we delve into his life, his campaigns, and his contributions to the war effort.

to Major General Robert Ross

Major General Robert Ross, born on June 24th, 1766, in Rostrevor, Ireland, was
a distinguished soldier who played a crucial role in the War of 1812. Ross, known
for his military expertise and determination, rose through the ranks to become a
highly respected commander.

Before his involvement in the War of 1812, Ross gained valuable experience
serving in conflicts such as the Napoleonic Wars. His years in the military honed
his tactical skills and cemented his reputation as a competent leader. With this
background, Ross arrived in North America tasked with leading British troops
against the United States.
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War of 1812 and the Battle for Baltimore

One of the most notable campaigns led by Major General Robert Ross during the
War of 1812 was the Battle for Baltimore. With the British Army targeting the city
as a key objective, Ross devised a plan to seize control.

Ross's strategic brilliance was on full display during this campaign. In August
1814, he ordered a daring attack on the heavily fortified Fort McHenry. Although
the British forces initially encountered fierce resistance, their perseverance paid
off. The bombardment of Fort McHenry by the British navy inspired Francis Scott
Key to pen what would later become the national anthem of the United States -
"The Star-Spangled Banner."

Conflict in the Chesapeake Bay

Throughout the War of 1812, the Chesapeake Bay region became a crucial
battleground. Ross recognized the significance of this area and spearheaded
several pivotal campaigns in the region.

One of Ross's most renowned victories occurred during the Battle of Bladensburg
on August 24th, 1814. With an effective strategy and a forceful assault, Ross's
troops overwhelmed the American forces, leading to the capture and subsequent
burning of Washington, D.C. This act not only demonstrated Ross's military
prowess but also delivered a devastating blow to American morale.

The Death of a Hero
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Unfortunately, Major General Robert Ross's remarkable military career was cut
short during the Battle of North Point on September 12th, 1814. While leading his
troops against American forces near Baltimore, Ross was struck by enemy fire
and tragically lost his life.

Although his death left a void in the British ranks, Ross's legacy endured. His
strategic brilliance, leadership qualities, and unwavering commitment to the
cause inspired his troops and instilled fear in the hearts of his enemies. Ross's
contributions to the War of 1812 were pivotal in shaping the outcome of the
conflict.

Major General Robert Ross was undoubtedly one of the standout commanders in
the War of 1812. His strategic brilliance, unwavering command, and remarkable
battlefield achievements left an indelible mark on history. Ross's campaigns in the
Chesapeake Bay region and his leadership during the Battle for Baltimore will
forever be remembered as defining moments of the war.

As we look back on the War of 1812, it is important to recognize the significant
contributions made by courageous individuals like Major General Robert Ross.
Their sacrifices and accomplishments shaped the course of history and should
never be forgotten.
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An Irish officer in the British Army, Major General Robert Ross (1766–1814) was
a charismatic leader widely admired for his bravery in battle. Despite a military
career that included distinguished service in Europe and North Africa, Ross is
better known for his actions than his name: his 1814 campaign in the
Chesapeake Bay resulted in the burning of the White House and Capitol and the
unsuccessful assault on Baltimore, immortalized in “The Star Spangled Banner.”
The Man Who Captured Washington is the first in-depth biography of this
important but largely forgotten historical figure.

Drawing from a broad range of sources, both British and American, military
historians John McCavitt and Christopher T. George provide new insight into
Ross’s career prior to his famous exploits at Washington, D.C. Educated in
Dublin, Ross joined the British Army in 1789, earning steady promotion as he
gained combat experience. The authors portray him as an ambitious but humane
commanding officer who fought bravely against Napoleon’s forces on battlefields
in Holland, southern Italy, Egypt, and the Iberian Peninsula. Following the end of
the war in Europe, while still recovering from a near-fatal wound, Ross was
designated to lead an “enterprise” to America, and in August 1814 he led a small
army to victory in the Battle of Bladensburg. From there his forces moved to the
city of Washington, where they burned public buildings. In detailing this
campaign, McCavitt and George clear up a number of misconceptions, including
the claim that the British burned the entire city of Washington. Finally, the authors
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shed new light on the long-debated circumstances surrounding Ross’s death on
the eve of the Battle of North Point at Baltimore.

Ross’s campaign on the shores of the Chesapeake lasted less than a month, but
its military and political impact was enormous. Considered an officer and a
gentleman by many on both sides of the Atlantic, the general who captured
Washington would in time fade in public memory. Yet, as McCavitt and George
show, Ross’s strategies and achievements during the final days of his career
would shape American defense policy for decades to come.
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