
Loyalist Indians and Slaves in the
Revolutionary South (1775-1782)
The American Revolutionary War (1775-1783) was a period of immense upheaval
and transformation in the history of the United States. While the war is often
depicted as a struggle between the American colonists and the British, there were
multiple factions involved in the conflict, including loyalist Indians and enslaved
individuals in the southern colonies.

The loyalist Indians were primarily members of Native American tribes who allied
themselves with the British during the war. These tribes often had longstanding
conflicts with the American colonists and saw an opportunity to align themselves
with the British in order to protect their lands and way of life.

One of the key figures in this alliance was Joseph Brant, a Mohawk leader who
led the Iroquois in support of the British cause. Brant and his followers would
conduct raids on American settlements, causing fear and havoc among the
colonists. The loyalty of these Native American tribes to the British further
complicated the already complex dynamics of the Revolutionary War.
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Another significant group affected by the war were the enslaved individuals in the
southern colonies. Despite the ideals of liberty and freedom proclaimed by the
American Revolution, many slaveholders in the South remained loyal to the
British Crown. They feared that the American independence movement would
lead to the abolition of slavery and the loss of their property.

The British actively sought to exploit this fear and offered freedom to enslaved
individuals who supported their cause. Thousands of enslaved men, women, and
children took this opportunity to escape their bondage and join the British forces.
They played vital roles in the war, acting as laborers, spies, and soldiers.

One of the most infamous incidents involving loyalist slaves occurred during the
Battle of Waxhaws in 1780. British forces led by Lieutenant Colonel Banastre
Tarleton defeated American forces commanded by Colonel Abraham Buford. After
the battle, Tarleton's men massacred surrendering American soldiers, including
enslaved individuals fighting on the patriot side. This incident further escalated
tensions and contributed to the animosity between loyalist and patriot forces in
the South.

The involvement of loyalist Indians and slaves in the Revolutionary War added
both complexity and brutality to the conflict. While the American Revolution is
often celebrated as a noble struggle for freedom and independence, it is crucial to
remember those marginalized groups who experienced the war in different ways.
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The experiences of loyalist Indians and slaves in the Revolutionary South
highlight the multi-faceted nature of the American Revolution. It is a reminder that
history is not a simple narrative, but a complex tapestry woven with diverse
perspectives and experiences.

The Revolutionary War in the southern colonies witnessed the participation of
various factions, including loyalist Indians and enslaved individuals. The Native
American tribes aligned with the British, while enslaved individuals sought
freedom by joining British forces. These alliances further complicated the already
intricate dynamics of the war. The Battle of Waxhaws served as a brutal reminder
of the violence and tension between different sides. Understanding the
involvement of loyalist Indians and slaves in the Revolutionary South provides a
more comprehensive view of the complexities of the American Revolution.
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This study explores the lives of Southern whites, Blacks, and Native Americans
who stood with the British during the American Revolution.
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Challenging the traditional view that British efforts in the south were undermined
by a lack of local support, Jim Piecuch demonstrates the breadth of loyal
assistance provided by these three groups in South Carolina, Georgia, and East
and West Florida. Piecuch shows that the Crown’s southern campaign failed due
to the revolutionary force’s violent suppression of these Loyalists and Britain’s
inability to capitalize on their support.

Covering the period from 1775 to 1782, Piecuch surveys the roles of Loyalists,
Indians, and slaves across the southernmost colonies to illustrate the investments
each had in allying with the British and the high price they paid during and after
the war. Piecuch investigates each group, making new discoveries in the histories
of escaped or liberated slaves, of still-powerful Indian tribes, and of the bitter
legacies of white loyalism. He then employs an integrated approach that
advances our understanding of Britain’s long hold on the South and the hardships
experienced by those groups who were in varying degrees abandoned by the
Crown in defeat.
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