
Long Time Coming: Reckoning With Race In
America
For decades, America has grappled with the complexities of race. From the
legacy of slavery to the Civil Rights Movement and beyond, there has always
been a long time coming for a reckoning with the deep-seated racial issues that
persist in society today.

As the country continues to confront systemic racism and inequality, a heightened
awareness and dialogue surrounding racial injustice has emerged. This article
dives into the book "Long Time Coming: Reckoning With Race In America"
authored by Michael Eric Dyson, exploring its powerful insights and contributions
to the ongoing conversation.

Understanding the Historical Context

One cannot truly comprehend the present without examining the past. Dyson
skillfully traces the origins of racial inequality, dating back to the arrival of
enslaved Africans on American shores. By delving into the history of racial
struggles, the book provides a comprehensive view of the complex interplay
between race, power, and privilege in American society.
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Print length : 229 pages

Dyson highlights key events, such as the Emancipation Proclamation, the Jim
Crow era, and the Civil Rights Movement, to reveal how racial progress has been
hampered by deep-rooted prejudices and systemic barriers. Through meticulous
research, he offers a nuanced understanding of America's racial history, offering
readers a chance to reevaluate their own perspectives and assumptions.

Examining the Modern Landscape

While acknowledging the progress made, "Long Time Coming" also shines a light
on the persisting challenges modern-day America faces in the fight against
racism. Dyson dissects institutional racism, police violence against Black
Americans, and the racial wealth gap, illustrating how these issues impact
marginalized communities on a daily basis.

Furthermore, the author discusses the importance of engaging in difficult
conversations about race to bridge the divides and move towards social justice.
By engaging with contemporary issues, the book encourages readers to explore
their own biases and reflect upon their role in promoting an inclusive society.

A Call to Action

"Long Time Coming" is not just a retrospective analysis. It serves as a call to
action for individuals, communities, and the nation as a whole. Dyson
emphasizes the necessity of collective responsibility in addressing racial
inequities and achieving true equality.
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The book challenges readers to play an active role in dismantling systemic racism
by exposing injustice in all its forms and advocating for change. Dyson's powerful
prose evokes urgency, reminding us that the struggle for racial justice is far from
over.

Impact and Relevance

"Long Time Coming: Reckoning With Race In America" is a poignant and timely
work that continues to shape conversations around race in America. Its impact
resonates not only in academic circles but also within communities striving for
social progress.

Dyson's thorough analysis sparks critical thinking and promotes dialogue that
fosters understanding and empathy. The book serves as a catalyst for personal
growth, challenging readers to confront their own biases and actively contribute to
a more inclusive society.

In a time where racial tensions remain high, "Long Time Coming" serves as a
roadmap to navigate the complexities of racism. It encourages individuals to
educate themselves, listen to the experiences of others, and take concrete
actions to combat racial injustice.

"Long Time Coming: Reckoning With Race In America" compels readers to
confront the challenging task of addressing racial inequality head-on. Through a
historical lens and an examination of the present, Michael Eric Dyson provides an
insightful analysis that sparks conversations and encourages active engagement.

This book serves as a reminder that reckoning with race is an ongoing process,
and a collective responsibility that requires conscious effort. By delving into the
nuanced intersections of race, power, and privilege, Dyson's work allows readers



to deepen their understanding of the struggles faced by marginalized
communities while also providing a roadmap for progress.

In order to move forward as a nation, it is imperative that we reflect on our shared
history and confront the injustices that continue to perpetuate racial disparities.
"Long Time Coming" is a powerful tool to aid in this endeavor, reminding us that
the journey towards a more equitable society is a long but necessary one.
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AN INSTANT NATIONAL BESTSELLER

This edition includes illustrations by Everett Dyson
From the New York Times bestselling author of Tears We Cannot Stop, a
passionate call to America to finally reckon with race and start the journey to
redemption.

“Powerfully illuminating, heart-wrenching, and enlightening.” -Ibram X. Kendi,
bestselling author of How to Be an Antiracist
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“Crushingly powerful, Long Time Coming is an unfiltered Marlboro of black pain.”
-Isabel Wilkerson, bestselling author of Caste

"Formidable, compelling...has much to offer on our nation’s crucial need for racial
reckoning and the way forward." -Bryan Stevenson, author of Just Mercy

The night of May 25, 2020 changed America. George Floyd, a 46-year-old Black
man, was killed during an arrest in Minneapolis when a white cop suffocated him.
The video of that night’s events went viral, sparking the largest protests in the
nation’s history and the sort of social unrest we have not seen since the sixties.
While Floyd’s death was certainly the catalyst, (heightened by the fact that it
occurred during a pandemic whose victims were disproportionately of color) it
was in truth the fuse that lit an ever-filling powder keg.

Long Time Coming grapples with the cultural and social forces that have shaped
our nation in the brutal crucible of race. In five beautifully argued chapters—each
addressed to a black martyr from Breonna Taylor to Rev. Clementa Pinckney—
Dyson traces the genealogy of anti-blackness from the slave ship to the street
corner where Floyd lost his life—and where America gained its will to confront the
ugly truth of systemic racism. Ending with a poignant plea for hope, Dyson’s
exciting new book points the way to social redemption. Long Time Coming is a
necessary guide to help America finally reckon with race.
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