
Little Known Stories From Those Who Met
America's 16th President
Abraham Lincoln, often hailed as one of America's greatest presidents, left an
indelible mark on the nation's history. As the 16th President of the United States,
his leadership during the Civil War and his efforts to abolish slavery have
cemented his place in the hearts and minds of people throughout the world. While
much has been written about Lincoln's life and achievements, there are some
lesser-known stories that provide fascinating insights into the man behind the
myth. In this article, we delve into the personal encounters of individuals who had
the privilege of meeting Abraham Lincoln and capture some of the lesser-known
stories that reveal his character and impact.

The Young Boy and the Kindness of Lincoln

One of the most heartwarming stories about Lincoln's compassion and kindness
comes from a young boy who had the opportunity to meet him. Thomas, a ten-
year-old from Illinois, was eager to meet the President during a visit to
Washington, D.C. Thomas had recently lost his father in the war and hoped to
find solace in the presence of Lincoln, who was renowned for his empathy and
understanding.

When Thomas finally stood face to face with Lincoln, he was overcome with
emotion. Lincoln, seeing the boy's vulnerability, immediately embraced him and
spoke words of comfort and encouragement. Their encounter left a lasting
impression on Thomas, who went on to become a respected advocate for social
justice, inspired by the President's words and actions.
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The Slave Who Became a Friend

Another lesser-known story involves a former slave named Samuel who had the
chance to meet Lincoln during a visit to the White House. Samuel, who had
recently escaped from a plantation in the South, sought refuge and freedom in
the North. His journey eventually led him to Washington, where he hoped to find
support for the cause of emancipation.

Upon meeting Lincoln, Samuel shared his harrowing experience as a slave and
his unwavering commitment to equality. Lincoln, deeply moved by Samuel's story,
invited him to stay at the White House as his guest. Samuel became a trusted
friend and advisor to the President, providing first-hand perspectives on the
realities of slavery and the challenges faced by African Americans.

Lincoln's Selfless Act of Kindness

Among the lesser-known stories about Lincoln is an anecdote that highlights his
selflessness and compassion. During the height of the Civil War, a soldier named
James was taken captive by the Confederacy and imprisoned in a notorious
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prisoner-of-war camp. James' health deteriorated rapidly due to inadequate living
conditions and lack of medical care.

When word reached Lincoln about James' critical condition, he personally
intervened. Despite the ongoing war, Lincoln ordered a rescue mission and
ensured that James received the medical attention he desperately needed. This
act of kindness from the President not only saved James' life but also earned
Lincoln the unwavering loyalty of his family for generations to come.

A Widow's Gratitude

Following the bloody Battle of Gettysburg, Lincoln visited the wounded soldiers in
a hospital in Pennsylvania. Among the wounded was Margaret, a young widow
who had lost her husband in the battle. Margaret, grief-stricken and in despair,
found solace in Lincoln's presence.

Lincoln, as he spoke to Margaret, expressed his sincere condolences and shared
stories of his own loss and sorrow. His words of wisdom and empathy resonated
deeply with Margaret, providing her with a glimmer of hope during her darkest
days. Inspired by Lincoln's empathy and compassion, Margaret dedicated her life
to helping war veterans and widows, honoring the President's legacy of
selflessness.

The Journalist's Revelation

One of the most surprising encounters with Lincoln comes from an interview with
a journalist who had the privilege of spending time with the President. The
journalist, known for his critical views on Lincoln's presidency, expected to
engage in a contentious discussion.



However, as the interview unfolded, the journalist was captivated by Lincoln's
intelligence, wit, and humility. Lincoln's ability to address complex issues with
clarity and empathy left the journalist in awe, leading him to write a series of
articles praising the President as a visionary leader. This unexpected turn of
events not only altered the journalist's perception but also influenced public
opinion about Lincoln's leadership during a crucial period in American history.

These little-known stories from individuals who had personal encounters with
Abraham Lincoln demonstrate his remarkable character and impact on those who
crossed his path. From his acts of kindness and compassion to his ability to
inspire and bring hope, Lincoln's legacy continues to inspire generations. As we
reflect on his presidency and the challenges he faced, let us remember that
behind the history books and famous speeches, there lies a compassionate man
who left an indelible mark on the hearts of those he met.
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"A marvelous collection of little-known accounts by people who met Lincoln. Their
stories are often heartrending, and some will bring tears to the reader's eyes" –
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William C. Harris, professor emeritus of history from North Carolina State
University and author of Lincoln and the Border States

What was it like to meet our 16th President? Was he really as kind and honest as
we perceive him to be today?

This astonishing new book is an inspiring and eye-opening collection of stories,
anecdotes and quotes from people who sought out Lincoln for his wisdom, help
or just his irresistible wit. He offered a patient ear to almost anyone who came to
see him , and his compassion and understanding bettered the lives of hundreds
who crossed his threshold.

From the lips of those who knew and met him, Conversations with Lincoln offers
new insight into one of the most famous men in the world, and shows not just
how passionate he was about the political principles he fought for, but how
generous he was for his people, as well.

"This impressive collection presents vivid, detailed accounts of Abraham Lincoln
from all phases of his life. Here we encounter more evidence of his generosity,
his humanity, and his wisdom." – Joan E. Cashin, Professor of History at Ohio
State University and author of First Lady of the Confederacy
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