
John Adams And The Diplomacy Of The
American Revolution

The American Revolution marked a crucial turning point in history, as the colonies
fought for their independence from British rule. While commonly associated with
iconic figures like George Washington and Thomas Jefferson, another key
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individual played a critical role in shaping the outcomes of the revolution: John
Adams.

Rise of an Influential Diplomat

Born on October 30, 1735, in Braintree, Massachusetts, John Adams was an
influential political figure, lawyer, diplomat, and Founding Father of the United
States. Adams's keen intellect and expertise in diplomacy led him to become a
pivotal figure in the American Revolution's diplomatic efforts.
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Adams and the Continental Congress

As a member of the Continental Congress, John Adams represented
Massachusetts and advocated for the colonies' rights and liberties. His
impassioned speeches and commitment to the cause earned him respect and
recognition among his peers, leading to his appointment on various crucial
committees.

The Treaty of Paris
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One of Adams's most significant achievements was his instrumental role in
negotiating the Treaty of Paris in 1783, which formally ended the Revolutionary
War. As part of the American Peace Commission, Adams, along with Benjamin
Franklin and John Jay, traveled to Europe to secure favorable terms for the
newly-formed United States.

Adams in Europe

Adams's diplomatic skills were put to the test during his time in Europe. He
served as the United States Minister to both France and Britain, facing countless
challenges and negotiations. His ability to navigate delicate diplomatic situations
and represent the interests of the new nation garnered him international respect
and admiration.

The XYZ Affair

One of the most notable events during Adams's diplomatic career was the XYZ
Affair. In 1797, while serving as President John Adams's vice president, he faced
a diplomatic crisis with France. Diplomats from France, referred to as X, Y, and Z
in official documents, demanded bribes from Adams's envoys in exchange for
diplomatic negotiations. Adams's response to this insult helped shape the nation's
future diplomatic policies.

Legacy of John Adams

John Adams's contributions to the American Revolution and his accomplishments
as a diplomat cannot be overstated. His unwavering commitment to
independence and his dedication to securing favorable treaties laid the
foundation for the United States as a respected nation in the eyes of the world.

In the crucible of the American Revolution, John Adams emerged as a pivotal
figure in shaping the diplomatic efforts that ultimately led to the birth of a new



nation. His intellect, eloquence, and unwavering pursuit of liberty earned him the
respect of his peers and his adversaries. As we reflect on the history of the
American Revolution, it is crucial to recognize and appreciate the tireless
contributions of John Adams.
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The figure of John Adams looms large in American foreign relations of the
Revolutionary and post-Revolutionary years. James H. Hutson captures this
elusive personality of this remarkable figure, highlighting the triumphs and the
despairs that Adams experienced as he sought—at times, he felt, single-handedly
—to establish the new Republic on a solid footing among the nations of the world.
Benjamin Franklin, thirty years Adams's senior and already a world-respected
figure, was his personal nemesis, seeming always to dog his steps in his
diplomatic missions.

The diplomacy of the American Revolution as exemplified by John Adams was
not radically revolutionary or peculiarly American. Whereas the prevailing
progressive interpretation of Revolutionary diplomacy sees it as repudiating the
standard European theories and practices, Hutson finds that Adams adhered
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consistently to a policy that was in fact basically European and conservative.
Adams assumed—as did his contemporaries—that power was aggressive and
that it should be contained in a balance, so his actions while in diplomatic service
were generally directed toward this goal. Adams's basic ideas survived his
turbulent diplomatic missions with undiminished coherence. For him the value of
the protective system of the balance of power—having been tested in the harsh
theater of European diplomacy—was indisputable and could be applied to
domestic political arrangements as well as to international relations.
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