
Iran Epic And America Empire: Unveiling the
Historical Connection
Iran, the land of ancient civilization and rich history, has always fascinated
historians and scholars alike. With a past that stretches back over thousands of
years, Iran's historical significance cannot be ignored. In this article, we will
explore the intriguing connection between Iran's epic and the rise of the American
empire. Strap in for an eye-opening journey through time and space!

An Ancient Land of Epics

Iran's tradition of epic storytelling dates back to the ancient Persian Empire. Epics
are epic poems that narrate heroic tales filled with mythical creatures, brave
warriors, and epic battles. They serve as a window into the values, beliefs, and
aspirations of a society.

One of the most famous Iranian epics is Shahnameh (The Book of Kings) written
by Ferdowsi in the 10th century. This epic chronicles the mythical and historical
past of Persia, from the creation of the world to the Islamic conquest in the 7th
century. It is a monumental work containing over 50,000 verses and portrays the
struggle between good and evil, justice and tyranny.
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The American Empire: From Founding Fathers to Superpower

While Iran's epics flourished in ancient times, the birth of the American empire is
a more recent phenomenon. The United States, a nation founded on principles of
liberty and democracy, gradually transformed into a global superpower.

From its early days, America saw itself as an exceptional nation with a divine
mission to spread its values across the world. This parallel between Iran's
historical aspirations and America's ambitions sets the stage for an intriguing
connection between the two.

Unveiling the Historical Connection

The connection between Iran's epic and the rise of America can be traced
through history. The Persian Empire, known for its strategic location and vast
territories, laid the foundation for the Persian culture and its influence on the
broader region.

During the Achaemenid Empire (6th to 4th century BCE),Persia reached its peak
of power and became the largest empire the world had seen. The empire
extended from the borders of Greece in the west to India in the east. This
expansion had a lasting impact on the cultures and societies it encountered.

Fast forward to the 20th century, the United States emerged as a global power
after World War II. With its military, economic, and cultural influence, America
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exerted its dominance on a global scale, reminiscent of the Persian Empire's
reach centuries ago.

However, apart from geographical and geopolitical similarities, the connection
between Iran's epic and America's empire resides in their respective struggles for
freedom and justice.

Epics as a Tool for Cultural Influence and Identity

Both Iran's epic tradition and America's rise to power have employed narratives
and myths to shape their cultural identity and influence their people.

In Iran, the epic tradition, epitomized by Shahnameh, has served as a source of
national pride and identity. Its stories, characters, and values have united Iranians
throughout history, especially during times of external threats or foreign influence.

Similarly, America has relied on narratives and myths to forge a sense of national
identity. From the Founding Fathers and the American Revolution to manifest
destiny and the pursuit of the American Dream, these stories have shaped the
American psyche and fueled its aspirations.

As we delve into the historical connection between Iran's epic and America's
empire, it becomes evident that both nations share a thirst for greatness and a
desire to shape the world according to their values. While their journeys have
been vastly different, the echoes of ancient epics and the pursuit of an empire
resonate across time and space.

So, next time you marvel at the vastness of Iran's epic or ponder the might of the
American empire, remember the historical connection that intertwines these two
fascinating cultures.



Iran's Epic and America's Empire
by Jonathan North(Kindle Edition)

4.5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 3192 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 254 pages
Lending : Enabled
X-Ray for textbooks : Enabled

The Shahnameh is Iran's national epic. It is a compendium of Iranian myths,
legends, and history. Unlike other Indo-European epics, it is not about a war, like
the Iliad, or an individual, like the Odyssey, Beowulf, or the Ramayana. The
central character of the Shahnameh is Iran, which it glorifies both as subject and
hero. Unlike other classical Indo-European epics, the Shahnameh is not in a dead
language. It is intelligible to every speaker of Persian in Iran, Afghanistan, and
Central Asia.
Following a brief survey of Iranian history from its beginning in the 7th century
B.C. to Ferdowsi s time in the 11th century, this book provides a history of the
poem and a biography of its author. It offers an explanation of the Shahnameh as
a national icon and considers the implications of the poem for the present political
tensions that mark Iran's relationship with the West.
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