How Rooster Made Me a Family Man

Do you remember the old saying "The early bird catches the worm"? Well, it turns
out that this saying has some truth to it, especially when a rooster is involved. Let
me share with you the unanticipated journey in which a peculiar rooster turned

my whole life around and made me the committed family man | am today.

Meeting My Feathered Companion

It all started on a serene countryside morning when fate decided to introduce me
to a magnificent rooster. | had moved to a peaceful rural area to escape the
hectic city life. Little did | know that this rooster, with its vibrant plumage and

enthusiastic crow, would forever alter my existence.
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Soon after our encounter, | discovered that my new feathered friend had an

incredible knack for punctuality. Each morning, like clockwork, the rooster would
announce the start of a new day by crowing loudly. This melodic routine became
the soundtrack of my mornings, awakening my senses and bringing a newfound

purpose to my life.

A Lesson in Responsibility
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The rooster's reliable wake-up calls not only altered my sleep patterns but also
instilled a sense of responsibility in me. | realized that just like the rooster fulfilled

its daily duty by signaling the sunrise, | too had responsibilities towards my loved

ones.

Little by little, | started to recognize the importance of being present for my family.
| embraced the notion that my immediate family deserved my attention and care,

just like the rooster took pride in his daily role.

The FAMILY IS STRENGTHENED as
WE DRAW NEAR TO THE LORD,

Q_/‘erg“o’\ﬂ |
and EACH MEMBER OF THE /
FAMILY IS STRENGTHENED as we
LIFT & STRENGTHEN & LOVE &
CARE for one another.
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The rooster taught me to cherish family time and create meaningful connections.
We gathered around the table for meals, engaged in outdoor activities, and
enjoyed quality time together. It was as if the rooster's crowing reminded us that

life is short, and we should make the most of it by fostering loving relationships.

A Wake-Up Call to Prioritize Life's Simple Pleasures
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As the days passed, the rooster's contagious enthusiasm rubbed off on me. Its

cheerful nature taught me to appreciate life's simple pleasures that often go

unnoticed in the fast-paced world we live in.

| learned to embrace the beauty of a sunrise, savor a warm cup of coffee, and
revel in the sound of laughter. The rooster became a gentle reminder that true
happiness lies in the little things, and that it's essential to slow down and

appreciate them.

Becoming a Committed Family Man

Inspired by the wisdom of my feathered companion, | made it my mission to
transform into the family man my loved ones deserved. | became more involved
in my children's lives, attending their school events, guiding them through

challenges, and showing them unconditional love.
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Thanks to the rooster, | discovered the true meaning of being a family man. It no

longer meant merely fulfilling responsibilities but actively nurturing a loving

environment filled with support, understanding, and warmth.

An Unexpected Bond

Though initially an unexpected friendship, the bond between myself and the
rooster grew stronger with time. Our companionship served as a reminder of the
transformative power of connection and how it can heal our souls and bring

positivity into our lives.
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The rooster's unwavering presence during challenging times acted as a constant

source of comfort and motivation. It taught me that regardless of our differences,

a true bond knows no boundaries.

A Grateful Tribute

As | reflect upon this incredible journey sparked by an encounter with a rooster, |
am filled with gratitude. It isn't every day that we find such unexpected inspiration

in the most unlikely places.
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Today, | am proud to say that the rooster has made me into the family man |
always aspired to become. Its crowing not only marked the start of a new day but

also marked the beginning of a new chapter in my life.

, this extraordinary rooster taught me invaluable lessons about responsibility,
prioritizing life's simple pleasures, and the importance of being a committed

family man. Its presence in my life transformed me into a better version of myself.

So, let us remember to embrace unexpected encounters like the one with the
rooster, for they might just be the catalysts we need to unlock our true potential

and find happiness in the most unexpected places.
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Award-winning journalist Brian McGrory goes head to beak in a battle royale with
another male for a top-spot in his home, vying for dominance with the family’s pet
rooster.

Brian McGrory's life changed drastically after the death of his beloved dog,
Harry: he fell in love with Pam, Harry's veterinarian. Though Brian’s only
responsibility used to be his adored Harry, Pam came with accessories that could
not have been more exotic to the city-loving bachelor: a home in suburbia, two
young daughters, two dogs, two cats, two rabbits, and a portly, snow white, red-
crowned-and-wattled step-rooster named Buddy. While Buddy loves the women
of the house, he takes Brian's presence as an affront, doing everything he can to
drive out his rival. Initially resistant to elements of his new life and to the loud,
aggressive rooster (who stares menacingly, pecks threateningly, and is constantly
poised to attack),Brian eventually sees that Buddy shares the kind of
extraordinary relationship with Pam and her two girls that he wants for himself.
The rooster is what Brian needs to be — strong and content, devoted to what he
has rather than what might be missing. As he learns how to live by living with
animals, Buddy, Brian’s nemesis, becomes Buddy, Brian’s inspiration, in this
inherently human story of love, acceptance, and change.

In the tradition of bestsellers like Marley and Me, Dewey, and The Tender Bar
comes a heartwarming and wise tale of finding love in life’s second chapter - and

how it means all the more when you have to fight for it.
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