
How Naval Power Shaped the Global Order in
World War II – A Transformation That Shook
the World
In the annals of history, few conflicts have had such a profound impact on the
world as World War II. It was a war of unprecedented scale and devastation,
drawing in countries from every corner of the globe. While discussions about
World War II often focus on famous battles like Stalingrad, Normandy, or Midway,
the role of naval power in shaping the outcome of the war is often overlooked. In
this article, we explore how naval power played a crucial role in transforming the
global order during World War II.

Why Naval Power Mattered in World War II

Naval power was integral to World War II for several reasons. First and foremost,
it allowed for the projection of force across vast distances, enabling countries to
engage in offensive actions far from their own shores. This meant that even
landlocked nations could influence events on the world stage through their naval
power, as seen with Germany's U-boat campaign in the Atlantic.

Additionally, naval power was crucial for securing vital trade routes and protecting
supply lines, particularly for resource-dependent nations. Control over the seas
ensured the flow of resources necessary for war efforts, such as oil, food, and
raw materials. The ability to deny an adversary access to these resources could
cripple their ability to wage war effectively.
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Naval power also played a pivotal role in amphibious assaults, allowing for the
invasion and liberation of territories held by enemy forces. This was evident in the
D-Day landings in Normandy, where a coalition of Allied forces utilized naval
power to establish a foothold on the European continent and ultimately defeat
Nazi Germany.

The Battle of Midway – A Turning Point in Naval Warfare

One of the most significant naval battles of World War II was the Battle of
Midway. Fought in the Pacific Ocean between June 4-7, 1942, it marked a
strategic turning point in the war between the United States and Japan. The battle
served as a major setback for the Japanese navy, halting their advance and
shifting the balance of power in favor of the Allies.

At Midway, naval aviation played a decisive role in crippling the Japanese fleet.
Through the use of carrier-based aircraft, the US successfully neutralized four of
Japan's aircraft carriers, a critical blow that weakened their naval capabilities. The
battle demonstrated the importance of aircraft carriers as powerful weapons of
naval warfare and highlighted the potential for air power to influence the outcome
of major conflicts.
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The significance of the Battle of Midway extended beyond its immediate military
consequences. It shattered Japan's perceived invincibility and boosted the
morale of the Allied forces. It also marked the turning point of the Pacific War, with
the United States gaining the upper hand and gradually rolling back Japanese
advances in the region.

Naval Power Shaping the Post-War World Order

After the war, naval power played a crucial role in shaping the new world order.
The dominant naval powers, namely the United States and the Soviet Union,
emerged as superpowers, locked in a Cold War that would define international
relations for decades.

Naval power became a key element of deterrence between these two global
powers. The ability to project strength and maintain a significant naval presence
became paramount, both as a show of force and as a means to protect national
interests. The arms race between the United States and the Soviet Union focused
heavily on naval capabilities, with both sides constantly seeking to outmatch each
other on the seas.

Furthermore, the newly formed United Nations recognized the importance of
naval power in maintaining peace and security across the globe. The
establishment of the UN Security Council, with its permanent members
possessing veto power, solidified the role of naval power as a tool of international
diplomacy and influence.

The Legacy of World War II's Naval Power

The transformation of the global order through naval power in World War II had
lasting effects on the world we live in today. The balance of power dynamics



established during the war shaped the post-war world, including the division of
spheres of influence and the formation of military alliances such as NATO.

The lessons learned from the strategic use of naval power during World War II
continue to influence modern naval tactics and strategies. Naval forces are still
critical for maintaining peace and protecting national interests, and advancements
in technology have only increased their importance. The rise of aircraft carriers,
submarines, and long-range missiles has further elevated the role of naval power
in the global security landscape.

The Enduring Impact of Naval Power

As we reflect on the history of World War II, it becomes evident that naval power
played a central role in transforming the global order. From shaping alliances to
securing trade routes and projecting force across vast oceans, naval power
proved to be a game-changer during the war and beyond.

The legacy of naval power in World War II continues to shape international
relations and military strategies to this day. As new challenges arise in an ever-
changing world, the lessons learned from the war serve as a reminder of the
importance of maritime strength in maintaining global stability and security.

, the impact of naval power on the transformation of the global order during World
War II cannot be understated. From the strategic battles in the Pacific to securing
supply routes and projecting force, naval power played a crucial role in shaping
the outcome of the war and setting the stage for the post-war world. It is an
enduring legacy that reminds us of the enduring importance of naval forces in
maintaining peace and securing national interests.
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A sweeping, lavishly illustrated one-volume history of the rise of American naval
power during World War II

“A brilliant and gripping book by a master historian working at the top of his
powers.”—Fredrik Logevall, Harvard University

“Paul Kennedy has written a classic in this sweeping narrative account of the
desperate struggle to command the seas and America’s rise as a superpower
during the Second World War.”—John H. Maurer, U.S. Naval War College

In this engaging narrative, brought to life by marine artist Ian Marshall’s beautiful
full‑color paintings, historian Paul Kennedy grapples with the rise and fall of the
Great Powers during World War II. Tracking the movements of the six major
navies of the Second World War—the allied navies of Britain, France, and the
United States and the Axis navies of Germany, Italy, and Japan—Kennedy tells a
story of naval battles, maritime campaigns, convoys, amphibious landings, and
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strikes from the sea. From the elimination of the Italian, German, and Japanese
fleets and almost all of the French fleet, to the end of the era of the big‑gunned
surface vessel, the advent of the atomic bomb, and the rise of an American
economic and military power larger than anything the world had ever seen,
Kennedy shows how the strategic landscape for naval affairs was completely
altered between 1936 and 1946.
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