
Explore the Best Birding Locations in
Wisconsin: 100 Spots with GPS Coordinates!
If you are a nature enthusiast and a passionate bird watcher, Wisconsin is an
ideal destination for you. Commonly known as the Badger State, Wisconsin is
home to a diverse range of bird species, offering incredible opportunities for
birding enthusiasts to witness these fascinating creatures in their natural habitats.
In this article, we have curated a list of 100 birding locations across the state,
accompanied by GPS coordinates, to help you plan your next birding adventure
like a pro!

1. Devil's Lake State Park (43.421570, -89.730085)

A favorite among local birders, Devil's Lake State Park is an excellent spot to
begin your birding journey in Wisconsin. Situated in Baraboo, this park is home to
over 200 bird species, including the majestic Bald Eagles, Red-Tailed Hawks, and
various warblers. The serene atmosphere, coupled with breathtaking views of the
360-acre lake, make it a must-visit destination for both beginners and
experienced birdwatchers.

2. Horicon Marsh State Wildlife Area (43.452900, -88.657552)

Claimed as the largest freshwater cattail marsh in the United States, Horicon
Marsh State Wildlife Area is a haven for bird enthusiasts. This vast wetland
habitat attracts numerous migrating birds, with over 300 recorded species. Keep
your binoculars ready to catch a glimpse of the captivating Sandhill Cranes,
Egrets, Bitterns, and many more.
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3. Lake Koshkonong (42.821165, -88.923692)

Located in southern Wisconsin, Lake Koshkonong is a birdwatcher's paradise.
This 11,000-acre lake is a haven for waterfowl, including Great Blue Herons,
ducks, and various shorebirds. Explore the surrounding marshes and woodlands
to spot Flycatchers, Vireos, and a variety of warblers during migration seasons.

4. Peninsula State Park (45.151432, -87.232263)

Situated in Door County, Peninsula State Park is a must-visit destination for
birding enthusiasts. The park's diverse ecosystems, consisting of forests,
wetlands, and shoreline, attract a wide variety of bird species. Look out for the
colorful Orioles, Woodpeckers, and the endangered Kirtland's Warbler, which
nests in the park during summer.

5. Crex Meadows Wildlife Area (45.856242, -92.354543)

Located in Burnett County, Crex Meadows Wildlife Area boasts a remarkable
30,000 acres of wetlands, brush prairies, and forests. The diverse habitats
provide a safe haven for several bird species, making it a prime spot for
birdwatching in Wisconsin. Observe the stunning Trumpeter Swans, Rails, and
the iconic American Bittern in their natural habitat.
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6. Governor Dodge State Park (43.022799, -90.080631)

If you're looking for birding locations in the southern part of the state, Governor
Dodge State Park is well worth a visit. Explore the park's extensive trail network
to spot unique bird species, such as the Indigo Bunting, Scarlet Tanager, and the
elusive Pileated Woodpecker. Don't forget to check out the picturesque Twin
Valley Lake, attracting waterfowl and other bird species all year round.

7. Necedah National Wildlife Refuge (44.034822, -90.199675)

This expansive wildlife refuge spans over 44,000 acres of prairies, marshes, and
savannas, providing a perfect habitat for a wide variety of bird species, including
the endangered Whooping Crane. With well-maintained observation areas and
trails, birders have a fantastic opportunity to witness resident and migratory birds,
making it an essential destination for all bird watching enthusiasts.

8. Apostle Islands National Lakeshore (46.996710, -90.739556)

For a unique birding experience, head towards the Apostle Islands National
Lakeshore in Lake Superior. This collection of 22 islands offers a chance to
observe a range of seabirds, including the majestic Piping Plovers, Common
Loons, and several species of gulls. Hop on a boat tour to explore the islands and
witness these stunning species in action.

9. High Cliff State Park (44.149752, -88.322375)

As Wisconsin's largest inland lake, Lake Winnebago attracts a plethora of bird
species throughout the year, making High Cliff State Park an excellent birding
location. Explore the park's limestone cliffs and dense forests to spot migrating
songbirds, various waterfowl, and the magnificent Bald Eagles soaring above the
lake.

10. Pattison State Park (46.537558, -92.034741)



Located in the northern part of Wisconsin, Pattison State Park is famous for its
picturesque waterfalls and abundant birdlife. Follow the park's trails to witness a
range of woodland birds, including the Black-throated Blue Warblers, Red-
breasted Nuthatches, and the majestic Great Gray Owls. Don't miss visiting the
magnificent Big Manitou Falls, the highest waterfall in Wisconsin, for a
mesmerizing birding experience.

These are just a few of the numerous birding locations that Wisconsin offers.
Whether you are a beginner bird watcher or an experienced birder, the Badger
State's diverse landscapes and rich birdlife will leave you in awe. Remember to
respect the environment and follow birding ethics when visiting these locations.
Grab your binoculars, camera, and GPS coordinates, and embark on an
unforgettable birding adventure in Wisconsin!
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Wisconsin is one of the great birding states, hosting Whooping Cranes and
Kirtland’s Warblers to Prairie-Chickens. Avian riches range from shorebirds along
Lake Superior and Lake Michigan to Sharp-tailed Grouse, Great Gray & Snowy
Owls, Yellow Rails, Golden Eagles, migrant and nesting warblers, and hundreds
of other songbirds.
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Many of the birding hotspots are within driving distance from major cities and
have fantastic trail systems. Author Steve Betchkal has spent years traveling the
state documenting its birds. He has divided the state into three regions: Northern
Wisconsin, Central Wisconsin and Southern Wisconsin. Steve describes 100
birding locations, the key birds of each, their rare birds, the best seasons for
visiting, and the area description, along with driving directions and GPS
coordinates. There are regional maps showing the birding locations in each
region, along with dozens of maps of individual locations. More than 80
outstanding color photos of key birds are included. Hotspots like Horicon Marsh,
Crex Meadows, Trempealeau National Wildlife Refuge and dozens more are fully
covered!
Wisconsin is a must place for incredible bird watching, and home to some of the
nation's top spots. Enjoy them all with this essential guidebook!
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